
	  	  	  

	  

How to find us:  
 
St Stephen’s  
(and Parish Office) 
Serpentine Road  
Selly Park B29 7HU 
 
St Wulstan’s 
Alton Road,  
Selly Oak B29 7DU 
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Regular Activities 

Children 
 
Stay ‘n Play Parent & Toddler 
Group 
Fridays 10.00am -11.30am (term time) 
The Dain Room, St Stephen’s 
 
Explorers Club (7-11s) 
Thursdays 6.00pm-7.00pm (term time) 
St Wulstan’s 
 
We run different events during school 
holidays for children from Reception to 
Year 6. These have included an Easter 
Eggstravaganza, a Summer Holiday 
Club, a Light Party and a Christmas 
Cracker. 
 
Contact Helen Buckley 
 

Young People 
 
Club 114 (Social for 11-14s) 
Thursdays 6.30-8.00pm St Wulstan’s 
 
Cross Section (14-18s) 
Sundays 8.00-9.30pm St Stephen’s 
 
Contact Adrian Underwood 
 

Students 
 
Rooted 
Sundays 7.45-9.15pm, Starbucks, 
Muirhead Tower 
 
Globe Café for Internationals 
Mondays 8-10pm St Wulstan’s 
 
Contact Richard Leadbeater 
 

Older People 
 
Day Centre 
Wednesdays, 10.30am-2.30pm 
The Dain Room, St Stephen’s 
 
Contact Lynn Trueman 
 

Social !Local History Talks 
 
Friday Evenings (Termly) Contact 
Parish Office 
 

Contacts can be made through 
the details at the bottom of the 
page 

!

All our services have clear and relevant Bible teaching, a balance of contemporary 
and traditional music, and refreshments served afterwards. You would be most 
welcome whether you are a committed Christian, new in the faith or ‘just looking’. 

10am @ St Stephen’s 
For all ages, with  
children’s activities 

11.30am @ St Wulstan’s 
A smaller, quieter service 

6pm @ St Wulstan’s 
Relaxed & informal with 
time for questions 

Sunday 4th December  
6.00pm, St Wulstan’s 

Sunday 18th December 
6.00pm, St Stephen’s 

 
Sunday 11th December 

10.00am St Stephen’s 
All-Age carol Service 

Traditional Christmas carols for all ages 
 

Christmas Day 
10.00am, St Stephen’s 

All-Age Christmas Day Communion 
A Christmas Day celebration for all ages 

 
 

 
Christmas Eve 

4.00pm, St Stephen’s 
Children’s Starlight Carol Service 

A half-hour service for  
children and parents 

 
11.30pm, St Stephen’s 

Midnight Communion 
A traditional Christmas Night  

communion service 
 

Other Christmas Services 

Sunday Services 

   Regular Activities 

Children 
 
Stay ‘n Play  
Baby & Toddler Group 
Fridays 10.00am -11.30am (term time)  
The Dain Room, St Stephen’s 
 
Explorers Club (7-11s) 
Thursdays 6.00pm-7.00pm (term time)  
St Wulstan’s 
 
We run different events during school 
holidays for children from Reception to 
Year 6. These have included an Easter 
Eggstravaganza, Summer Holiday Club, 
a Light Party and a Christmas Trail. 
 
Contact Helen Buckley 
 

Young People 
 

Club 114 (11-14s) 
Thursdays 6.30-8.00pm St Wulstan’s 
 
Cross Section (14-18s) 
Sundays 7.45-9.15pm St Wulstan’s 
 
Contact Adrian Underwood 
 

Students 
 

Rooted 
Mondays 7.45-9.00pm,  
Starbucks, Muirhead Tower 
 
Globe Café for Internationals 
Mondays 8.00-10.00pm 
Please look at www.isbham.org  
for information. 
 
Contact Richard Leadbeater 
 

Older People 
 

Day Centre 
Wednesdays, 10.00am-2.30pm  
The Dain Room, St Stephen’s 
 
Contact Lynn Trueman 
 

All our services have clear and relevant Bible teaching, 
a balance of contemporary and traditional music, and 
time for refreshments. You would be most welcome 
whether you are a committed Christian, new in the 
faith or ‘just looking’. 

10am @ 
St Stephen’s 
For all ages, with 

activities for children 
up to the age of 14 

6pm @  
St Wulstan’s 

Relaxed & informal 
with time for 

questions 

Christmas fun for the whole family, with bible  
stories, games, crafts and a café.  
 
Saturday 21st December, 2.30 - 4.00pm 
St. Stephen’s Church, Serpentine Road 
£3 per family 
 
All children must be accompanied 
by an adult. 
 
 
 
 
For more information contact Helen;  
0121 472 8253, helen.buckley@sssw.org.uk 

11.30am @  
St Wulstan’s 

A smaller, 
quieter service 

	  

Christmas Cracker 
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Carols	  by	  Candlelight	  
followed	  by	  mulled	  wine	  and	  mince	  pies	  	  
Sunday	  December	  8th,	  6.00pm	  	  
St	  Wulstan’s	  
	  
Sunday	  December	  22nd,	  	  6.00pm	  
St	  Stephen’s	  

Children’s	  Starlight	  Carol	  Service	  
Christmas	  Eve,	  4.00pm	  

St	  Stephen’s	  	  
Midnight	  Communion	  
Christmas	  Eve,	  11.30pm	  

St	  Stephen’s	  	  
All-‐Age	  Christmas	  Day	  Communion	  

Christmas	  Day,	  10.00am	  
St	  Stephen’s	  

You	  are	  warmly	  invited	  to	  
our	  Christmas	  Services…	  

Building for the Future Update 

We now have approval from the Church of England, 
as well as planning permission from the City 
Council.  The next step is to go out to tender, 
hopefully at the end of November. 
	  



	  	  	  

  

  Saved on credit 

Tom Bryant, 21, recently graduated with a Physics degree from Birmingham 
University.  He is currently working for the church for a year as a ‘Ministry 
Trainee’.  We asked him what the job involves, and why he 
decided to do it. 
 
My job involves lots of things, but mainly I serve the people in our 
church in whatever way I can. I help lead our youth group for 14-18 
year olds, teach 7-11 year olds on a Sunday morning, and even look 

after 4 month old babies (not my area of expertise!) so that their Mum’s can have a 
Bible study together. I also spend one day a week on a Training Course, learning more 
about Jesus, so I can get to know Him better, and get better at my job. There were lots 
of reasons why I decided to do it, but here are three. First, it is a great opportunity to 
be a servant. I follow a servant King – a God who served me by dying on a cross to save 
me.  I am so grateful for His sacrifice that I want to serve Him. Second, I get to spend 
time learning more about my God – it’s not often in life that you spend a year focusing 
on serving and learning about God. Third, it’s a great test, to see if I enjoy it and might 
be suited to working in Christian ministry in the future. 

  A new job             St Stephen’s Day Centre 
	  
We	   cater	   for	  
elderly	   men	  
and	  women	  in	  
the	   local	   area	  
who	   are	  
lonely	   and	  
isolated	   for	  whatever	   reason.	  	  We	  offer	  
door	  to	  door	  pick	  up	  and	  return,	  a	  warm	  
welcome,	  a	  variety	  of	  activities,	  morning	  
and	   afternoon	   refreshments,	   a	   two-‐
course	   home	   cooked	   lunch	   as	   well	   as	  
friendship	   and	   advice.	  	   Please	   contact	  
the	  Parish	  Office	  for	  more	  information.	  

	  
	  
	  
Wouldn’t	   it	   be	   great	   if	   we	   lived	   in	   a	  
world	   where	   nothing	   bad	   happened?	  	  
Just	   imagine:	   no	   cancer	   or	   funerals,	   no	  
war	   or	   famine,	   no	   lying	   or	   cheating.	   	   It	  
sounds	   too	   good	   to	   be	   true	   doesn’t	   it?	  	  
But	  according	   to	   the	  Bible,	   that	  world	   is	  
coming!	  	  	  	  	  
	  
The	  World	  We	   All	  Want	   is	   a	   series	   of	   7	  
sessions	   that	   explores	   what	   the	   Bible	  
says	  about	  our	  world,	  the	  world	  to	  come	  
and	   how	   we	   can	   be	   a	   part	   of	   it.	   	   It’s	   a	  
great	   way	   to	   explore	   the	   claims	   of	  
Christianity	   in	   a	   relaxed,	   informal	  
setting.	   	   The	   course	   starts	   on	   Jan	   23rd.	  	  
Check	  out	  our	  website	  for	  more	  details.	  

                                                                         Noticeboard 

Winter Night Shel ter 
This	   is	   our	   second	   year	   of	   taking	  
part	   in	   Birmingham	   Churches	  
Winter	  Night	  Shelter.	  Once	  a	  week,	  
for	  8	  weeks,	  from	  January	  to	  March,	  
we	  	   will	   be	   offering	  	   a	   warm	  
welcome,	   hot	   meals	   and	   a	   safe	  
place	   to	   sleep,	   for	   up	   to	   12	  
homeless	  people.	  	  It	  was	  wonderful	  
last	  year	  to	  be	  able	  show	  our	  guests	  
that	  they	  were	  valued	  by	  us	  and	  by	  
God,	   and	   we	   are	   already	   looking	  
forward	  to	  January.	  
	  	  

In the last edition of our Community Newsletter, we invited 
you to send in any questions you have about the Christian faith, 
with the promise that we would aim to answer them in future 
editions. Here’s one of them; “What happened to the 
billions of people who lived and died before Jesus 
and before Christianity was established?”   
 
After all, if salvation comes through Jesus Christ, how can anyone who lived and died 
before Jesus be saved?  Christians believe that salvation comes through Jesus Christ and 
that everyone who is saved (that is, saved from hell and for heaven) is saved by faith in 
what God has promised.  That’s the same for everyone, whether they lived before Jesus 
was born, at the same time as Jesus lived on earth, or since Jesus returned to heaven. 
 
Now, I know that not everyone accepts that the Bible is God’s word, or even an 
historical document.  However, Christians have no other authority for what we believe.  
So, can we look for a moment at what the Bible actually says?  I find this verse very 
helpful on our question: God “did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance 
he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished (Romans, chapter 3, verse 25).  “This” 
refers to God sacrificing his own Son Jesus to pay for our sins.  What it means is that 
Jesus’ death pays for the sins of those who lived and died before he came, just as much 
as for those who come afterwards. 
 
So, it works a bit like a credit card!  Many of us pay for things by credit card so that we 
can enjoy the goods now and then pay for them later.  In the same way, God saved 
people before Jesus ‘on credit’.  They were able to enjoy the ‘goods’ of his salvation and 
forgiveness then because God knew he would pay for it later in the death of Jesus. 

Christmas Wreath Making 
	  
Friday	  29th	  November	  
7:45-‐9:30pm	  	  
St	  Stephen’s	  
	  
Come	   and	   decorate	  
your	   own	   Christmas	  
Wreath.	  	  A	  craft	  evening	  for	  the	  expert	  
or	  beginner,	  with	  mulled	  wine,	  nibbles	  
and	  a	  short	  talk	  on	  the	  Christian	  faith.	  	  
Tickets	   cost	   £7	   and	   include	  
refreshments	   &	   an	   undecorated	  
wreath.	   	   If	   you’d	   like	   to	   come,	   please	  
book	  by	  contacting	  the	  Parish	  Office	  	  	  
0121	  472	  8253,	  	  office@sssw.org.uk	  
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