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Carols by Candlelight
6th December 2015, 6.00pm
WELCOME AND OPENING PRAYER led by Chris Hobbs
CAROL O come, O come, Emmanuel
READING Genesis chapter 3, verses 1-15
God promises a Saviour who will deliver people from evil
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Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had
made. He said to the woman, ‘Did God really say, “You must not eat from any tree in
the garden”?’
2
The woman said to the serpent, ‘We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3but
God did say, “You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden,
and you must not touch it, or you will die.”’
4
‘You will not surely die,’ the serpent said to the woman. 5‘For God knows that when
you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and
evil.’
6
When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the
eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave
some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7Then the eyes of both of them
were opened, and they realised that they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together
and made coverings for themselves.
8
Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the
garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the
garden. 9But the LORD God called to the man, ‘Where are you?’
10
He answered, ‘I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I
hid.’
11
And he said, ‘Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree from
which I commanded you not to eat?’
12
The man said, ‘The woman you put here with me – she gave me some fruit from the
tree, and I ate it.’
13
Then the LORD God said to the woman, ‘What is this you have done?’
The woman said, ‘The serpent deceived me, and I ate.’
14
So the Lord God said to the snake, ‘Because you have done this,
‘Cursed are you above all livestock and all the wild animals! You will crawl on your
belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 15And I will put enmity between you
and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you
will strike his heel.’

CAROL O holy night
CAROL O little town of Bethlehem
READING Isaiah chapter 9, verses 2-7
God promises a king who will rule his people with justice
2

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the
shadow of death a light has dawned. 3You have enlarged the nation	
 and increased their
joy;	
 they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest,	
 as men rejoice when
dividing the plunder. 4For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, you have shattered the yoke
that burdens them,	
 the bar across their shoulders,	
 the rod of their oppressor. 5Every
warrior’s boot used in battle	
 and every garment rolled in blood will be destined for
burning,	
 will be fuel for the fire.
6
For to us a child is born,	
 to us a son is given, and the government will be on his
shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,	
 Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace.
7
Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on
David’s throne and over his kingdom,	
 establishing and upholding it	
 with justice and
righteousness	
 from that time on and for ever.	
 The zeal of the Lord Almighty will
accomplish this.
CAROL Joy to the world
READING Luke chapter 1, verses 26-38
The birth of Jesus is announced
26

In the sixth month [of Elizabeth’s pregnancy], God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a
town in Galilee, 27to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant
of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28The angel went to her and said, ‘Greetings, you
who are highly favoured! The Lord is with you.’
29
Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might
be. 30But the angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favour with God.
31
You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus.
32
He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him
the throne of his father David, 33and he will reign over the house of Jacob for ever; his
kingdom will never end.’
34
‘How will this be,’ Mary asked the angel, ‘since I am a virgin?’
35
The angel answered, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most
High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.
36
Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said
to be barren is in her sixth month. 37For nothing is impossible with God’
38
‘I am the Lord’s servant,’ Mary answered. ‘May it be to me as you have said’ Then the
angel left her.
MUSIC GROUP He who is mighty

	
  

READING Matthew chapter, 1 verses 18-25
Jesus, God’s promised king, is born
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This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: his mother Mary was pledged to be
married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child
through the Holy Spirit. 19Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man, and did not
want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 20But after
he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said,
‘Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will give birth to a son, and you are to
give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.’
22
All this took place to fulfil what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23‘The virgin
will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel’ (which means
‘God with us’). 24When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had
commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 25But he had no union with her until
she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus
CAROL Silent night
TALK How bright is your future?
MUSIC GROUP For all that You’ve done
CAROL O come all ye faithful
CLOSING PRAYER
Please stay for mulled wine and Christmas nibbles
Identity is a seven-week course
that examines the Gospel of
John to clear up the confusion
about who we are and who God
is. Each session reveals more about the identity and mission of Jesus and shows why he
is the key to life and the one who can answer our big questions.
The course starts on Thursday 21st January 2015, 8.00-9.30pm at 132 Linden
Road, Bournville, B30 1LB.
If you would like to come, or to know more, please contact the office:
0121 472 8253, office@sssw.org.uk

