
	     This is our Al l-Age Caro l Serv ice 

13 th December 2015 , 10 .00am 

Welcome! We’re really pleased to see you, and so glad  
you are with us in church today! 

 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES 
 
COLLECT AND OPENING PRAYER led by Chris Hobbs 
 
NEWS 
 
CAROL  Once in royal David’s city 
 
READING  Luke chapter 1, verses 26-38 
God sends the angel Gabriel to visit Mary. He tells her she will give birth to a son. He will be 
Jesus and will be called the Son of God. 
 
26In the sixth month [of Elizabeth’s pregnancy], God sent the angel Gabriel to 
Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named 
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28The angel went to her 
and said, ‘Greetings, you who are highly favoured! The Lord is with you.’  
29Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this 
might be. 30But the angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favour 
with God. 31You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the 
name Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord 
God will give him the throne of his father David, 33and he will reign over the house of 
Jacob for ever; his kingdom will never end.’  
34 ‘How will this be,’ Mary asked the angel, ‘since I am a virgin?’  
35The angel answered, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of 
God. 36Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she 
who was said to be barren is in her sixth month. 37For nothing is impossible with 
God’  
38‘I am the Lord’s servant,’ Mary answered. ‘May it be to me as you have said’ Then 
the angel left her.  
 
CAROL  Joy to the world 
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CAROL  See him lying on a bed of straw 
 
 
TALK  I wish it could be Christmas every day 
 
 
CAROL  Hark! the herald angels sing 

 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 
 
 
 

Please stay for tea, coffee and refreshments 
 
 

READING Luke 1:46-55 
Mary goes to visit Elizabeth. Elizabeth realises that the child Mary is carrying is very special. He 
is her Lord. 
 
46 And Mary said: “My soul glorifies the Lord47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour, 
48 for he has been mindful of the humble state of his servant. 
From now on all generations will call me blessed, 49 for the Mighty One has done great 
things for me— holy is his name. 
50 His mercy extends to those who fear him, from generation to generation. 
51He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; he has scattered those who are proud in 
their inmost thoughts. 
52 He has brought down rulers from their thrones but has lifted up the humble. 
53 He has filled the hungry with good things but has sent the rich away empty. 
54 He has helped his servant Israel, remembering to be merciful 55 to Abraham and his 
descendants forever, just as he promised our ancestors.” 

 

VIDEO  John Lewis Christmas Advert remake 

CAROL  Away in a manger 

READING  Luke Chapter 2, verses 8-20 
Jesus is born in Bethlehem. The first to hear the news are some shepherds. They learn  
that Jesus is the Saviour and King God has promised. 
 
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their 
flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I 
bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of 
David a Saviour has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to 
you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God 
and saying, 
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace to those on whom his favour rests.” 
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has 
told us about.” 
16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the 
manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been 
told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 
said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 
20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard 
and seen, which were just as they had been told. 

 

 

 
 
 
Identity is a seven-week course that examines the Gospel of John to clear up the 
confusion about who we are and who God is. Each session reveals more about the 
identity and mission of Jesus and shows why he is the key to life and the one who can 
answer our big questions. 
 
The course starts on Thursday 21st January 2015, 8.00-9.30pm at 132 Linden 

Road, Bournville, B30 1LB. 
 

If you would like to come, or to know more, please contact the office: 
 0121 472 8253, office@sssw.org.uk 

 
 


