
making and maturing  
disciples of Jesus Christ  

Welcome to our 10.00am Service  
 Today is Mothering Sunday and we will be staying together as a Church Family  
 to look at 2 Tim 1:1-10 ‘Look who’s learning!’ 
 

 
 
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been a 
Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a Welcome 
Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a Welcome 
Card – both are available in the foyer. 
 
There is a Crèche for under 3’s in the Cranmer Room. 
 
 

 
Refreshments are served in the Foyer after the service, please stay and join us. 
 
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet. 
 

 

OPENING PRAYER Andy Martin 
 
HYMN  Stand up, stand up for Jesus 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 
SONG  Long live the King 
 
CONFESSION 
 
BIBLE READINGS    
Heather Katsonga Woodward 
Acts 14:8-20  (page 1109) 
2 Timothy 1:1-10     (page 1195) 
 
TALK Helen Buckley 
Look who’s learning! 
 
 
 

 
SONG 
What gift of grace is Jesus my Redeemer 
 
PRAYERS   Rob Davies 
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER  

 
NEWS 
 
HYMN God, the uncreated one 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 
 

Sunday 31st March  



making and maturing  
disciples of Jesus Christ  

Welcome to our 4.00pm Service  
Today is Mothering Sunday and we will be staying together as a Church Family  

 to look at 2 Tim 1:1-10 ‘Look who’s learning!’ 
 
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been 
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a 
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a 
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer. 
 
There is a Crèche for under 3’s in the Cranmer Room. 
 
Cross Section (Y10-13) meet after the service in the Tyndale Room. 
 
 
 

 

Refreshments are served in the Foyer after the service, please stay and join us. 
 
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet. 

OPENING PRAYER Andy Martin 
 
HYMN  Stand up, stand up for Jesus 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 
SONG  Long live the King 
 
CONFESSION 
 
BIBLE READINGS   Anita Riley 
Acts 14:8-20  (page 1109) 
2 Timothy 1:1-10     (page 1195) 
 
TALK Helen Buckley 
Look who’s learning! 
 
 
 

PRAYERS   Jon & Virginie Hannam 
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER  

 
NEWS 
 
SONG 
What gift of grace is Jesus my Redeemer 
HYMN God, the uncreated one 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 

Sunday 31st March  



Welcome to our 6.30pm Service 
We continue with the story of Joseph and ‘Looking to the future’  (Genesis 47:1-31). 

 
 
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been 
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a 
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a 
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Refreshments are served in the Foyer after the service, please stay and join us. 

 
 
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet. 
 

making and maturing  
disciples of Jesus Christ  

BIBLE READINGS Paul Coley 
Genesis 46:1-7 (page 51)  

    47:1-31 (page 53)  
 
SERMON  Chris Hobbs 
Looking to the future 
 
HYMN What a friend we have in Jesus 
SONG The grace of God has reached for me  
 
 

CLOSING PRAYER 
 
 

OPENING PRAYER Andy Martin 
 
HYMN   All people that on earth do dwell 
SONGS There is no other name 
 
CONFESSION 
 
PRAYERS Nick Devas 
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 
NEWS 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 
SONGS  
When I am weak, you are strong 
Faithful One 
 
 

Sunday 31st March  



Mothering Sunday        2 Timothy 1:1-10 
Look who’s learning!     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Missed a sermon recently?  Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources) 
 

What I have learned 
- to praise God for 
 
- to confess to God 
 
- to ask God for 



Joseph: Intended for Good                 Genesis 47:1-31 
Looking to the future 
 
 
 
Living by God’s promises: 
 
 
 
1. Jacob leaves Canaan (46:1-7) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Jacob blesses Pharaoh (47:7-9) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Jacob plans his burial (47:27-31) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Missed a sermon recently?  Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources) 

 

What I have learned 
- to praise God for 
 
- to confess to God 
 
- to ask God for 



Senior Minister (Vicar) Chris Hobbs   
Assistant Minister Andy Martin 
Parish Office  St Stephen’s Church,  
Serpentine Road,  Selly Park,   
Birmingham B29 7HU,  0121 472 8253  
office@sssw.org.uk    

 
Choose Jesus 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
A week ago I heard two talks on youth culture (yes, really!), and one thought in particular 
has stayed with me.  The speaker was talking about the importance of encouraging young 
people to ‘Choose Jesus.’  Following Jesus, now more than ever, is a deliberate choice.  No-
one is simply going to drift into following him.  The culture is too disinterested or even 
hostile for that to happen.   
 
It made me realise that this is true for all of us and not only for young people.  And it is true 
not only when we first give our lives to Christ, but in every moment of every day.  When 
Jesus called Matthew to be his disciple and said “Follow me” (Matthew 9:9) I don’t think he 
had anything less than 24/7/365 in mind.  In every situation and at every moment Jesus is 
saying: “Choose me.” 
 
Of course, we will need to work out whether he is worth following.  I think the fact that he 
died for my sins and rose again from the dead gives him the qualifications, but you’ll need 
to work that out for yourself.  Even having decided that I want to ‘choose Jesus’ and follow 
him doesn’t make it easy to work out what that looks like in a given situation: when the 
coffee has run out, when I can’t sleep, when the kids are SO annoying, when I get the 
diagnosis I dreaded, when I’m offered a promotion, when I receive an unexpected gift of 
money, when I get some time off at last.  But I can know that it will be both right (because 
he rose from the dead) and good (because he died for my sins) to choose him. 
 
Yours warmly, in Christ, 
Chris Hobbs (Senior Minister/Vicar) 

www.sssw.org.uk  

@ssswchurch 

@ssswchurch 

 
Next Big Question: 

Apr 7 at 6.30pm 
 

One God… Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit? Make your mind up. 



  

 
 

 

Annual Meeting. 8.00pm in Church, 
coffee from 7.30pm. Please see 
noticeboard for nomination forms for 

churchwardens, PCC members and Deanery 
Synod reps to be elected at this meeting. See 
flyer for further details. 
 
 

‘Being an Evangelical in the Church of 
England – Challenges and 
Opportunities’, 7.45-9.15pm with Rev Dr 
Ian Paul. The first meeting of the new 

Birmingham Diocesan Fellowship! Open to all. 
Flyers in the Foyer. 
 

 

Church Family Meal. 6.45 for 7pm start, 
please sign up on the sheet in the foyer 
to come along, and let us know what you 

can bring. There is also a help sign up sheet to 
help, if you are able to help the evening run 
smoothly in any way it would be very much 
appreciated. 
 

Weekend Away 2019. ‘Running the 
Race’, with Wallace and Lindsay Benn. 
Please aim to join us. Sign up on 
Church Suite or speak to the Office. 

 

 
News and Requests 
A good read. All available on the bookstall. 
The Wonder of Easter – An Easter journey for the 
whole family (£5.50). 
The Beauty of the Cross – Reflections for Lent 
(£5). 
How to Walk into Church (£2.50) 
 

Birmingham Passion Play 2019, 16-18 Apr. A 
unique contemporary retelling of the Easter 
story on the streets of Birmingham by Saltmine 
Theatre Company. For details of how to get 
involved see flyer in Foyer. 
 

Tea towels. If you have kindly taken tea towels 
home to wash, please could you return them 
ASAP as we have lost over 20 recently. 
 
 

Sundays at St Stephens 
10am service, family friendly with activities 
for children (crèche – Y6)  
4pm service, family friendly with activities 
for children and young people (crèche – Y9) 
6.30pm service, relaxed and informal 
 
 

Today 
Cross Section (Y10-13)  5.30-7.00pm, toasties  
included. 
 
 

This Week 
Prayer Gathering.  9.30-11.15am 
(crèche provided)  
 

Rooted for students 6.30-9.00pm at 
St Wulstans, food included  
 

Day Centre (for older people)  
  10am-2.30pm  

 

Prayer Gathering. 7.30pm for refreshments, 
8-9.30pm. We will be praying for Mike and 
Linnet Harvey, Men’s and Women’s Ministry. 

 

Afternoon Tea at the Vicarage 3-5pm, 
for those who are retired. Please ask 
Chris or Helen Hobbs for an 

invitation. 
 

Cross Section Bible Study (Y10-13) 
4.30-5.30pm 
Explorers (Y2-6) 6.00 – 7.00pm  
Club114 (Y7-9) 6.30 – 8.00pm meeting at 
Imogen’s house this week. 
 

Stay and Play baby and toddler  
group 10.00-11.30am 
 

 
 

Looking Ahead   
Parenting Evening. ‘Raising Kids: 
when life is crazy-busy.’ 7.45pm for 
refreshments, 8.00pm start. Pick up a 

flyer from the Foyer. Sign up on  
Church Suite or contact the office. 
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