making and maturing
disciples of Jesus Christ

Sunday 30th September
Welcome to our 10.00am Service

In church we will be looking at ‘Jesus: Betrayed’ (Luke 22:39-53).
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer.
There is a Crèche for under 3’s in the Cranmer Room.
This week in Sunday Club we are not following the Luke series! We’re finishing off in Acts.
So, we’ll be looking at Acts 14: 8 -22 and we’ll see that the good news of Jesus is for everyone
and that nothing can stop God’s plan.
Ask Sunday Club: Why did Paul keep telling people about Jesus even when it was hard?
Refreshments are served in the foyer after the service, please stay and join us.
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet.

SONG He’s our rescuer

BIBLE READINGS Pippa Nicolson
Psalm 56 (page 576)
Luke 22:39-53 (page 1058)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

SERMON Chris Hobbs
Jesus: Betrayed

THANKSGIVING

CONFESSION

SONG You know everything about me

PRAYERS David Stokes
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER

OPENING PRAYER Andy Martin

NEWS children leave for their activities
SONGS I want to know You
I hear the Saviour say

SONG I stand amazed in the presence
Please collect your child from crèche
CLOSING PRAYER

making and maturing
disciples of Jesus Christ

Sunday 30th September
Welcome to our 4.00pm Service

In church we will be looking at ‘Jesus: Betrayed’ (Luke 22:39-53).
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer.
There is a Crèche for under 3’s in the Cranmer Room.
Ask Sunday Club (finishing off Acts 14 today) Why did Paul keep telling people about Jesus
even when it was hard?
Ask Club114 Whose will was Jesus interested in? Whose will do you want to do?
Cross Section meet after the service, will be looking at the next part of the big Bible story,
seeing that God was fulfilling his promises even as Jesus was being born.
Refreshments are served in the foyer after the service, please stay and join us.
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet.

OPENING PRAYER Andy Martin
SONG He’s our rescuer

BIBLE READINGS Peter Richardson
Psalm 56 (page 576)
Luke 22:39-53 (page 1058)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

SERMON Chris Hobbs
Jesus: Betrayed

THANKSGIVING

CONFESSION

SONG You know everything about me

PRAYERS Sam Allen
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER

NEWS children and young people leave for
their activities

SONG I stand amazed in the presence
Please collect your child from crèche

SONGS I want to know You

CLOSING PRAYER

I hear the Saviour say

What the World needs to hear
Jesus: Betrayed

Luke 22:39-53

Jesus will never let us down
•

•

•

We will constantly let him down
•

•

•

What I have learned
- to praise God for
- to confess to God
- to ask God for
Missed a sermon recently? Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources)

It takes a village
Dear Friends,
There is an African proverb that says “It takes a village to raise a child.” The meaning is clear.
It takes a whole community of different people over many years and in a variety of
situations to bring a child to maturity.
Something similar could be said of raising Christians: “It takes a church to raise a Christian.”
Of course, even that is not enough without the grace of God and the work of the Holy Spirit.
Nevertheless, the point is well-made. In our individualistic age I am sure we expect too
much of the individual. And I fear we also expect too much of the nuclear family. They
cannot do it alone.
I felt this forcibly last Saturday at the wedding of my son Joe to the wonderful Alice. I am so
grateful to the many people in our church family – and beyond – who have had a significant
spiritual influence in his life. What a joy it was to see this fine Christian man marrying this
fine Christian woman. Many of those people were there to rejoice with us. Sadly, it was not
possible to invite everyone who has played such a part, while still others were unable to
come. If you’re one of them, please accept my heartfelt thanks. And, whoever is reading
this, please don’t try and do the Christian life on your own, or to raise other Christians on
your own. It takes a church to raise a Christian.
Yours warmly, in Christ,
Chris Hobbs (Senior Minister/Vicar)
#MeettheFamily (more on Facebook and Instagram)
Imogen is a doctor in training, has a twin sister, ran her first (and last) half
marathon last year, is a powerhouse with kettlebells and is follower of Jesus.
She always thought of herself as a christian and grew up learning about God.
When she came across other christians though she noticed a difference, their
faith seemed to be more important to them than hers did to her. She
stumbled across St Stephens at University and found herself going along to a
Christianity Explored course. There she uncovered lots of gaps in her
knowledge, and saw for the first time the richness of God’s grace, and the
magnitude of Jesus’s sacrifice for her salvation dawned on her. She saw that
God did all this for her, and didn’t want anything from her but her trust, love
and gratitude. Her life was transformed; prayer became a privilege (thought
still not always easy), the Bible a source of encouragement and teaching, and
church has became a second family.
Senior Minister (Vicar) Chris Hobbs
Assistant Minister Andy Martin
Parish Office St Stephen’s Church,
Serpentine Road, Selly Park,
Birmingham B29 7HU, 0121 472 8253
jem.huggins@sssw.org.uk

www.sssw.org.uk
@ssswchurch
@ssswchurch

Sundays at St Stephens
10am, a family friendly service with activities
for children (crèche – Y6)
4pm, a family friendly service with activities
for children and young people (crèche – Y9)
Cross Section (Y10-13)
5.30 – 7.00pm, toasties included
6.30pm service, a more relaxed and informal
service.

This Week
Wed
3

Day Centre (for older people)
10am – 2.30pm

Thu
4

Cross-Section Bible Study (Y10-13)
4.30-5.30pm
Explorers (Y2-6) 6.00 – 7.00pm
Club114 (Y7-9) 6.30 – 8.00pm

Fri
5
Sun
7

Stay and Play (baby and toddler
Group) 10.00-11.30am
Youth Weekend Away. At the Gaines.

Harvest Sunday. We’ll be collecting
food donations for Birmingham City
Mission. Please shop for and bring (nonperishable) food to any service that day.
Open House Lunch. if you are
new, on your own for lunch or
simply would like to get to
know people in church better,
why not try an 'Open House lunch'. Just let
the hosts know you would like to attend, get
an address and pitch up!
Sept 30
Oct 7, 14,
21 & 10

Looking Ahead
Vision Evening 7pm at Church for dinner, 89.30pm for Vision/Prayer. Please sign up by
Oct 7th for dinner/pudding on Church Suite,
and plan to come along to hear our
Oct
vision and pray about it together. £5
10
for dinner, payments on the door.

Christianity Explored starts.
8-9.30pm. Over seven weeks dig deeper
into Christian faith in a relaxed and
friendly environment. Contact Chris to
find out more, chris.hobbs@sssw.org.uk
Oct
11

Musicians rehearsal and social.
7.00-9.00pm, with pizza. We're looking
Oct
for more people to get involved with
12
music at church. Come along and find
out more. Speak to Allan Ooi for more details.
Men’s Breakfast. 8-9.30am. Please join us for
breakfast, a talk, and a chance to chat
Oct and pray together. Sign up on
13
ChurchSuite.
Dad’s Stay and Play. 10-11.30am £1.50 per
family. Bacon Butties provided.
Midlands Women’s Convention
Renewal Conference Centre, Solihull. ‘Now I See’,
John 9.
Midlands Men’s Convention. Cornerstone
Church, Nottingham. ‘Unashamed. The
Nov Gospel: The better story.’
3
Women’s Book Group: ‘Honest
Evangelism’ by Rico Tice.
Nov
12
Cosmic Christianity. Birmingham Town
Hall, 7.30-9.30pm. Tickets £15, or £5
with special code. To book visit:
Nov
19
www.chaplaincyplus.org.uk/events/john-lennox,
to get discount use code: SSSW1

News and Requests
Decorating for Harvest Sunday. 10am-12noon
on Sat 6 Oct. Flowers will be provided. Small
gifts towards cost would be appreciated.
‘The Debt Saviours’, BBC2 9pm on Fri 5 Oct will
be featuring the work of CAP.
Plastic Drinks bottle tops (not milk bottle tops)
still needed for Explorers craft. Boxes to collect
them are in the foyer and kitchen.

