making and maturing
disciples of Jesus Christ
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Sunday 28 July
Welcome to our 10.00am Service

In the mornings over the Summer we will be studying Psalms 61 - 65 (Prayer and
Praise). This morning: ‘The rock that is higher than I’ (Psalm 61).
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been a
Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a Welcome
Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a Welcome
Card – both are available in the foyer.
There is a Crèche in the Cranmer Room (under 3’s only please).
Holiday activities for children aged 3 –Y6 in the Tyndale Room.

Refreshments are served in the Foyer after the service, please stay and join us.
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet.

OPENING PRAYER Chris Hobbs

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

HYMN Come thou fount of every blessing
SONG Though the nations rage

PRAYERS Alice Johnson
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER

CONFESSION
BIBLE READING Read together
Psalm 61 (page 578)

BIBLE READING Chris Stonehouse
Psalm 61 (page 578)
Luke 1:26-38 (page 1026)
SERMON Maurice Sinclair
The rock that is higher than I

SONG Jesus is the King
HYMN What a friend we have in Jesus
NEWS
Children leave for their activities.
SONG Nothing but grace

CLOSING PRAYER

Sunday 28th July

making and maturing
disciples of Jesus

Welcome to our 6.30pm Service

In the evenings over the Summer we will be studying Romans 8 (‘This is a Christian’).
This evening: ‘Living in the Spirit’ (Romans 8:1-11).
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer.

Refreshments are served in the Foyer after the service, please stay and join us.
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet.

OPENING PRAYER Chris Hobbs
HYMN To God be the glory
SONGS How good it is to sing
God of grace, amazing wonder

SONGS He’s our rescuer
Mine are the days that God has numbered
BIBLE READING Dawn Evans
Romans 8:1-11 (page 1134)

BIBLE READING Psalm 32 (page 560)

SERMON Ben Wells
Living in the Spirit

CONFESSION

HYMN And can it be

PRAYERS David Sydenham
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER

CLOSING PRAYER

NEWS
THE APOSTLES’ CREED

Prayer and Praise
The rock that is higher than I

Psalm 61

Missed a sermon recently? Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources)
What I have learned
- to praise God for
- to confess to God
- to ask God for

This is a Christian
Living in the Spirit

Romans 8:1-11

Missed a sermon recently? Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources)
What I have learned
- to praise God for
- to confess to God
- to ask God for

All things? For good? God? Really?
Dear Friends,
Romans 8:28 has long been a special verse for me. My mother ‘gave’ it to me when I moved away
from home. And it’s the beginning of the passage Helen and I had for our wedding. It’s one I’ve
returned to many, many times. It has been in my mind again recently as I was studying Romans
with someone. And it has featured in a book I’ve been reading on God’s providence.

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him,
who have been called according to his purpose.
The verse raises a number of questions: In all things? Is God really working for our good in all
things, even the bad things? The death of loved ones? Children going astray? Cancer? Our own
sins and mistakes? Yes, that’s what it says.
For good? Is he really working all things for our good? Yes, that’s what it says. But we need to be
careful in understanding what this ‘good’ is. It’s not necessarily what we want! Verse 29 goes on to
tell us that “those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son,
that he might be the firstborn among many brothers”. Here’s the good that God is working
towards: that I become more Christian and that more people become Christians.

God? Is it really God working in all things? Or do they simply happen, and he can’t stop them?
Again, that’s what it says. It’s a testimony to God’s almighty power, that he can and does work
anything and everything in the universe to accomplish his great and good purpose.
Yours warmly, in Christ,
Chris Hobbs (Senior Minister)

A Knight’s Tale

Bible stories, games, craft
and loads more!
Children currently in Reception – Year 6
Tues 27th – Fri 30th Aug and Sun 1st Sep 10am – 12 noon

Please pick up and form and please SIGN UP!
Senior Minister (Vicar) Chris Hobbs
Associate Minister Andy Martin
Assistant Minister Ben Wells
Parish Office St Stephen’s Church,
Serpentine Road, Selly Park,
Birmingham B29 7HU, 0121 472 8253
office@sssw.org.uk

www.sssw.org.uk
@ssswchurch
@ssswchurch

Sundays at St Stephens
10am service, family friendly with activities
for children (crèche – Y6)
4pm service will resume on 8th September.
6.30pm service, relaxed and informal

This Week
The week’s normal activities are on pause
until September.
Wed
31

Day Centre (for older people)
10am-2.30pm

FIRST SUMMER SOCIAL: An evening with the
Harveys ...with snacks and cakes...from 7 pm
onwards. Children welcome!

Looking Ahead
Prayer Gathering. Wed 10th 7.30pm for
refreshments, 8-9.30pm. We will be
Aug
praying especially for our Holiday
7
Bible Club, and the Harveys.
Women’s Book Club will discuss “The book
your pastor wishes you would read”,
Sep
Christopher Ash, AND “Enjoying God”
16
by Tim Chester! Speak to Elizabeth or
Chris S for more info. All welcome!
New Fellowship Groups
The Wednesday evening Fellowship Groups
are being reorganised for September, and
there may be a new group on a different
evening, so this is a good time to join one. It
is a great way to grow as a Christian and to
help others grow. Please speak to Chris
Hobbs if you would like to know more or to
join a group.

Summer Programme

(see flyer for more info)
7th Aug Prayer Gathering
14th Aug Bangers and banter at the Davies’
21st Aug Bible Study at St Stephen’s
28th Aug Pudding party chez Twiss!

News and Requests
A number of people are now looking at 321 with
someone from church after Explore. If your
friend, neighbour or colleague would like to
follow things up over a coffee with you you
might like to look at the three short videos
here: http://three-two-one.org/take-the-tour/.
You could watch them together on a tablet or
laptop, and then talk about their questions. Why
not ask them?
Recorded talks from the Church Family
Weekend Away are available to listen to on
www.sssw.org.uk under ‘sermons’.
Discretionary Fund We would like to establish a
fund of £5,000 in order to help those in church
who are in need. Please send any gifts to Tony
Burridge (Finance Secretary), marked
‘Discretionary Fund’.
Calling all Cooks! Foremarke 2 Camp have an
urgent need for at least 2 more cooks to help
with camp this summer. The camp runs from
4th-11th August. You could come for part of the
week if you are unable to commit to the full
week. If you are able to help please contact
Charlie Butler via the church office.

