
making and maturing  
disciples of Jesus Christ  

Welcome to our 10.00am Service  
 Today is our World Mission Sunday and we will be thinking about  
‘God’s Transforming Mission’ (Acts 10-11). 
 

 
 
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been a 
Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a Welcome 
Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a Welcome 
Card – both are available in the foyer. 
 
There is a Crèche for under 3’s in the Cranmer Room. 
Sunday Club (age 3–Y6) meet upstairs in the Tyndale Room. 
 

 
Refreshments are served in the Foyer after the service, please stay and join us. 
 
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet. 
 

 

OPENING PRAYER Andy Martin 
 
HYMN  All creatures of our God and King 
SONG  Creation sings the Father’s song 
 
INTERVIEW with Peter Rowan 
 
SONG  Sing Jesus’ name 
 
Children leave for their activities 
 
NEWS 
 
SONG  Let your kingdom come 
 
BIBLE READINGS   Ian Butler 
Acts 10:1-8, 34-38 (page 1103) 
11:1-18                (page 1105) 
 
 

 
SERMON Peter Rowan 
God’s Transforming Mission 
 
CONFESSION 
 
PRAYERS   Anne Ruck 
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER  

 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 
HYMN Facing a task unfinished 
Please collect your child from crèche 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 
 

Sunday 24th March  



making and maturing  
disciples of Jesus Christ  

Welcome to our 4.00pm Service  
  Today is our World Mission Sunday and we will be thinking about  

  ‘God’s Transforming Mission’ (Acts 10-11). 
 
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been 
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a 
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a 
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer. 
 
There is a Crèche for under 3’s in the Cranmer Room. 
Sunday Club (age 3–Y6) meet upstairs in the Tyndale Room. 
Club114 (Y7-9) meet in the Cranmer Room.  
Cross Section (Y10-13) meet after the service in the Tyndale Room. 
 
 

 

Refreshments are served in the Foyer after the service, please stay and join us. 
 
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet. 

OPENING PRAYER Andy Martin 
 
HYMN  All creatures of our God and King 
SONG  Creation sings the Father’s song 
 
INTERVIEW with Peter Rowan 
 
SONG  Sing Jesus’ name 
 
Children leave for their activities 
 
NEWS 
 
SONG  Let your kingdom come 
 
BIBLE READINGS   Peter Richardson 
Acts 10:1-8, 34-38 (page 1103) 
11:1-18                (page 1105) 
 

SERMON Peter Rowan 
God’s Transforming Mission 
 
CONFESSION 
 
PRAYERS   Sarah Allen 
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER  

 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 
HYMN Facing a task unfinished 
Please collect your child from crèche 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 

Sunday 24th March  



Welcome to our 6.30pm Service 
Today is our World Mission Sunday and we will be hearing about  

‘A Guide to Discipleship’ (Matthew 28:18-20). 
 
 
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been 
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a 
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a 
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer. 
 
 
 
 

 
Refreshments are served in the Foyer after the service, please stay and join us. 

 
 
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet. 
 

making and maturing  
disciples of Jesus Christ  

SERMON  Peter Rowan 
A Guide to Discipleship 
 
PRAYERS Michael Webb 
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 
NEWS 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 
HYMN Facing a task unfinished 
 

CLOSING PRAYER 
 
 

OPENING PRAYER Chris Hobbs 
 
HYMN   O God beyond all praising 
SONGS Strength will rise 
Who, O Lord, could save themselves? 
 
CONFESSION 
 
INTERVIEW with Peter Rowan 
 
SONGS  
You have called us out of darkest night 
What gift of grace is Jesus my Redeemer 
 
BIBLE READINGS Jane Wong 
Matthew 5:1-16 (page 968)  
9:9-13        (page 973)  
28:16-20        (page 1001) 

 

Sunday 24th March  



World Mission Sunday        Acts 10-11 
God’s Transforming Mission     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Missed a sermon recently?  Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources) 

 

What I have learned 
- to praise God for 
 
- to confess to God 
 
- to ask God for 



World Mission Sunday                 Matthew 28:18-20 
A Guide to Discipleship 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Missed a sermon recently?  Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources) 

 

What I have learned 
- to praise God for 
 
- to confess to God 
 
- to ask God for 



Senior Minister (Vicar) Chris Hobbs   
Assistant Minister Andy Martin 
Parish Office  St Stephen’s Church,  
Serpentine Road,  Selly Park,   
Birmingham B29 7HU,  0121 472 8253  
office@sssw.org.uk    

Love your Muslim neighbour 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Mosques in Birmingham are on heightened alert after five were attacked in the early hours 
of Thursday morning.  The five mosques are in the Aston area and at least one attack 
involved using a sledgehammer to break windows.  We can imagine how we would feel if we 
found our church buildings attacked.  Adil Parker, of the Birmingham Council of Mosques, 
said, ”The congregation is feeling fearful, they feel vulnerable and there is a lot of angst.”  
Naturally, these attacks are made worse as they follow in the wake of the horrific murders 
in two mosques in Christchurch, New Zealand.   
 
What can we do to love our Muslim neighbours?  First we can pray.  Pray for those at the 
centre of the attacks, that they would find peace.  Pray for those working to restore peace 
and bring justice.  Pray for the perpetrators, that they would be brought to repentance.  
Pray for God’s kingdom to come in the lives of all those involved. 
 
And we can speak to Muslims we know, to reassure them.  Bishop David writes, “Jesus did 
not turn his back on those who were in need of comfort or healing.  At a time when there is 
so much uncertainty and distress we will confront vicious violence and evil extremism with 
constant kindness and firm friendship.  If every Christian does something intentional this 
week to love our Muslim neighbours, colleagues and communities, by prayer and action, we 
can truly be good news for the West Midlands and the world.” 
 
Yours warmly, in Christ, 
Chris Hobbs (Senior Minister/Vicar) 

www.sssw.org.uk  

@ssswchurch 

@ssswchurch 

 
Next Big Question: 

Apr 7 at 6.30pm 
 

One God… Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit? Make your mind up. 



  

 
 

 

Annual Meeting. 8.00pm in Church, 
coffee from 7.30pm. Please see 
noticeboard for nomination forms for 

churchwardens, PCC members and Deanery 
Synod reps to be elected at this meeting. See 
flyer for further details. 
 

‘Being an Evangelical in the Church of 
England – Challenges and 
Opportunities’, 7.45-9.15pm with Rev Dr 
Ian Paul. The first meeting of the new 

Birmingham Diocesan Fellowship! Open to all. 
Flyers in the Foyer. 
 

Baptism. We are planning a baptism 
during the 10am service. Please speak to 
Chris Hobbs or Andy Martin if you would 
also like to be baptised then. 

 

Church Family Weekend Away 2019. 
‘Running the Race’, with Wallace and 
Lindsay Benn. Please aim to join us. 
Sign up on Church Suite or speak to 

the Parish Office. 
 

The new date for our ‘Explore’ 
weekend with Glen Scrivener. This 
gives us a bit more breathing space 
after Easter and should allow us to 

make the most of the long Summer evenings. 
Save the date! 
 

News and Requests 
Tea towels. If you have kindly taken tea towels 
home to wash, please could you return them 
ASAP as we have lost over 20 recently. 
 

A good read. All available on the bookstall. 
The Wonder of Easter – An Easter journey for the 
whole family (£5.50). 
The Beauty of the Cross – Reflections for Lent 
(£5). 
How to Walk into Church (£2.50) 
 

Birmingham Passion Play 2019, 16-18 Apr. A 
unique contemporary retelling of the Easter 
story on the streets of Birmingham by Saltmine 
Theatre Company. For details of how to get 
involved see flyer in Foyer. 
 

Sundays at St Stephens 
10am service, family friendly with activities 
for children (crèche – Y6)  
4pm service, family friendly with activities 
for children and young people (crèche – Y9) 
6.30pm service, relaxed and informal 
 

Today 
World Mission Sunday church family lunch 
12-1pm plus a presentation on OMF's work in 
East Asia, 1-2 pm. Children's activities 
provided. Please join us! Peter Rowan will be 
speaking at all 3 services today. 
 

Cross Section (Y10-13)  5.30-7.00pm, toasties  
included. 
 

This Week 
Rooted for students 6.30-9.00pm at 
St Wulstans, food included  
 
Day Centre (for older people) 10am-
2.30pm  
 
 
 

Cross Section Bible Study (Y10-13) 
4.30-5.30pm 
Explorers (Y2-6) 6.00 – 7.00pm  

Club114 (Y7-9) 6.30 – 8.00pm 
 

Stay and Play baby and toddler  
group 10.00-11.30am 
 

 

Looking Ahead   
Day Centre monthly service and 
lunch 11.15 for 11.30am. Please 
contact Pamela Devas so she can plan 
catering. 

 

Afternoon Tea at the Vicarage 3-5pm, 
for those who are retired. Please ask 
Chris or Helen Hobbs for an 
invitation. 

 

Parenting Evening. ‘Raising Kids: 
when life is crazy-busy.’ 7.45pm for 
refreshments, 8.00pm start. Sign up 

on Church Suite or contact the office. 
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