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Sunday 24 February
Welcome to our 10.00am Service

We will be thinking about what it means that ‘Love builds up’ (1 Corinthians 14:1-25).

You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been a
Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a Welcome
Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a Welcome
Card – both are available in the foyer.
There is a Crèche for under 3’s in the Cranmer Room.
Sunday Club (age 3–Y6) Our Question of the Week is: How can we use our words to please God?

Refreshments are served in the Foyer after the service, please stay and join us.
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet.

OPENING PRAYER David Twiss

SERMON Andy Martin
Love builds up

HYMN Before the throne of God above
CONFESSION
SONG Jesus is the King

Children leave for their activities
NEWS
SONGS Nothing but grace
Speak, O Lord
BIBLE READINGS Chris Stonehouse
Isaiah 28:9-15 (page 711)
1 Corinthians 14:1-25 (page 1154)

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
PRAYERS Chris Porter
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER
HYMN I stand amazed in the presence

Please collect your child from crèche
CLOSING PRAYER
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Sunday 24th February
Welcome to our 4.00pm Service

We will be thinking about what it means that ‘Love builds up’ (1 Corinthians 14:1-25).

You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer.
There is a Crèche for under 3’s in the Cranmer Room.
Sunday Club (age 3-Y6) meet upstairs in the Tyndale Room.
Club114 (Y7-9) meet in the Cranmer Room.
Cross Section (Y10-12) meet after the service in the Tyndale Room.
Our Question of the Week is: How can we use our words to please God?
Refreshments are served in the Foyer after the service, please stay and join us.
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet.

OPENING PRAYER Chris Hobbs
HYMN Before the throne of God above
CONFESSION
SONG Jesus is the King

Children and young people leave for their
activities
NEWS
SONGS Nothing but grace
Speak, O Lord

BIBLE READINGS
Isaiah 28:9-15 (page 711)
1 Corinthians 14:1-25 (page 1154)
SERMON Andy Martin
Love builds up
THE APOSTLES’ CREED
PRAYERS Charlie Cook
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER
HYMN I stand amazed in the presence
Please collect your child from crèche
CLOSING PRAYER
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Sunday 24th February
Welcome to our 6.30pm Service

We will be looking at ‘The prisoner who became Prime Minister’ (Genesis 41:1-57)
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer.

Refreshments are served in the Foyer after the service, please stay and join us.
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet.

OPENING PRAYER Andy Martin

SONGS Up to the hill of Calvary
There is a higher throne

SONGS Come, thou fount of every blessing
Who has held the oceans in his hands
God of grace, amazing wonder

BIBLE READING Jeanne Glenn
Genesis 41:1-57 (page 45)

CONFESSION

SERMON Chris Hobbs
The prisoner who became Prime Minister

PRAYERS Charlie Robinson
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER

HYMN Yes, finished, the Messiah dies

NEWS

BLESSING

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

Church United
Love builds up

1 Corinthians 14:1-25

The most loving thing we do at church is … speak!
1. Speaking builds up the church (1-19):

•

speak to strengthen, encourage and comfort one other (1-5)

•

speak thoughtfully to instruct one another (6-19)

2. Speaking convinces outsiders (20-25)

Missed a sermon recently? Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources)

What I have learned
- to praise God for
- to confess to God
- to ask God for

Joseph: intended for good
The prisoner who became Prime Minister

Genesis 41:1-57

God says what he’s about to do (v1-32)

… so that we can act on it (v33-52)

… and be blessed (v53-57)

Missed a sermon recently? Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources)
What I have learned
- to praise God for
- to confess to God
- to ask God for

Providence
Dear Friends,
Do you believe that God has every detail of your life in his hands? The places, the events and
the times? That’s what the Bible says! In our evening services, we have been seeing God’s
providence in the story of Joseph, in which his brothers clearly intended to harm him yet
wonderfully “God intended it for good” (Genesis 50:20). The confidence that everything is
in the loving hand of “my heavenly Friend” is perfectly expressed in these beautiful words:
Sovereign Ruler of the skies,
Ever gracious, ever wise;
All my times are in thy hand,
All events at thy command…

Times the tempter’s power to prove;
Times to taste the Saviour’s love;
All must come, and last, and end,
As shall please my heavenly Friend.

Times of sickness; times of health;
Times of poverty and wealth;
Times of trial and of grief;
Times of triumph and relief;

Plagues and deaths around me fly;
Till he bids, I cannot die;
Not a single shaft can hit,
Till the God of love sees fit.
John Ryland (1753-1825)

Yours warmly, in Christ,
Chris Hobbs (Senior Minister/Vicar)

Mar 3 at 6.30pm
What’s the point of church?

Senior Minister (Vicar) Chris Hobbs
Assistant Minister Andy Martin
Parish Office St Stephen’s Church,
Serpentine Road, Selly Park,
Birmingham B29 7HU, 0121 472 8253
office@sssw.org.uk

www.sssw.org.uk
@ssswchurch
@ssswchurch

Sundays at St Stephens
10am service, family friendly with activities
for children (crèche – Y6)
4pm service, family friendly with activities
for children and young people (crèche – Y9)
Cross Section (Y10-13)
5.30-7.00pm, toasties included
6.30pm service, relaxed and informal

This Week
Sun
24

Cross Section (Y10-13) 5.30-7.00pm,
toasties included.

Thu
28

Cross-Section Bible Study (Y10-13)
4.30-5.30pm
Explorers (Y2-6) 6.00 – 7.00pm
Club114 (Y7-9) 6.30 – 8.00pm
Life Explored. 8-9.30pm at Church.

Fri
1

Stay and Play baby and toddler
group. 10.00-11.30am

World Day of Prayer. 10.30am at
Weoley Hill URC, Green Meadow Rd, see
poster in foyer.
Sun
3

Cross Section (Y10-13) 5.30-7.00pm,
toasties included.

Looking Ahead
Mar
6

Day Centre welcome senior friends
to join us for our monthly service at
11.15 for 11.30am and stay for lunch.
Cost £3. Flyers in the foyer.

Ash Wednesday Communion. 7.30–8.15pm,
Maurice Sinclair speaking.
Prayer Gathering. 8.30-9.30pm praying for
Lyn McNeill and our youth ministry. Coffee,
tea and cakes 8.15-8.30pm.
Men’s Breakfast. 8.00-9.30am. “Go
and make disciples.” Yes, but how?
Join us for a time of teaching,
discussion and prayer. Cost £4. Book using
Church Suite, or contact the Parish Office.
Mar
9

Dad’s Stay n Play. 10-11.30am. £1.50 per
family, bacon butties included.

Mar
10
Apr
9
Jun
28-30

Suffering Church Prayer Breakfast.
8.30-9.30am in the Cranmer Room.
Parenting Evening. ‘Raising Kids: when
life is crazy-busy. 7.45pm for
refreshments, 8.00pm start.
Church Family Weekend Away 2019.
‘Running the Race’, with Wallace and
Lindsay Benn. Please aim to join us.
Book quickly for an ‘early-bird’ rate!

News and Requests
Church Manager. We are seeking to appoint a
full-time Church Manager. Full details can be
found at www.sssw.org.uk/church-manager.
Feel free to contact Chris Hobbs informally.
Application deadline Mon 4th March 2019.
Electoral Roll. The roll has to be renewed from
scratch this year, so this is for everyone! Please
fill in a form if you have not yet done so, and
place it in the red box in the foyer.
Parish Office. Gina Davies is the Administrator
for the time being. Her working hours are Tue,
Wed and Fri 9.30am-5.30pm.
Prayer Guide. Please collect yours from your
pigeon-hole, designed to help us pray for fellow
church members, mission partners and
ministries (available to Church Suite members).
Congratulations! We are thrilled to announce,
somewhat late, two engagements: Christy Fung
to Eldric Li and Adi Sepang to Sisi Ngangi.
Wanted: Chocolatey cereal. Could you donate a
box for Cross Section Bible study? The more
chocolatey, the better! Speak to Tom Bryant.
‘All Things New’ OMF conference 1-3 March (or
just 2 Mar). Bible teaching from Hugh Palmer and
sessions on work across East Asia. See Mark &
Rebekah Fox for details.

