The Grand Miracle
Dear Friends,
Christianity is an unashamedly miraculous faith, just as it is also an historical faith. You can no
more remove the miracles than you can remove the historical events and be left with anything
worth believing. But which is the greatest miracle? I think I would instinctively say it was the
Resurrection of Jesus. That’s where Jesus himself seems to point people when they ask him for
a sign (Matthew 12:40).
There’s a case, though, for saying that it’s the Incarnation. The chapter entitled ‘The Grand
Miracle’ in his book Miracles begins with these words: “The central miracle asserted by
Christians is the Incarnation. They say that God became Man. Every other miracle prepares for
this, or exhibits this, or results from this.”
In a similar vein, JI Packer writes in his great book Knowing God: “The really staggering
Christian claim is that Jesus of Nazareth was God made man – the second person of the
Godhead became the ‘second man … It is from misbelief, or at least inadequate belief, about
the incarnation that difficulties at other points in the gospel story usually spring … The
incarnation is in itself an unfathomable mystery, but it makes sense of everything else that the
New Testament contains.”
Perhaps it’s foolish to compare one miracle with another. However, I can see that once it’s
established that Jesus is ‘God made man’, then the other miracles become less surprising. The
real surprise is that this God-man should die: “’Tis mystery all! The Immortal dies.”
Yours warmly, in Christ,
Chris Hobbs (Senior Minister/Vicar)
#MeettheFamily (more on Facebook and Instagram)
Dawn is an extrovert from Liverpool who loves board games, summer camp,
musicals, all things Christmassy and is a follower of Jesus.
She became a Christian on a youth camp when she was 13 but didn’t really
live her life totally for God until her early twenties. She continues to be
amazed at just how kind God is to her. Forgiving her when she messes up.
Patient with her when she’s stubborn. And loving her when she is unlovable.
Recently, God has been reminding her that on the final day, when He calls
her home, the only thing that will matter is that she is trusting in Him. What
the world has to offer seems better, and she is often drawn to pursue these
things instead of God, but she knows that her faith is of ‘greater worth than
gold’ (1 Peter 3:7)
Instagram posts are linked to the bottom of our homepage: www.sssw.org.uk
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Sundays at St Stephens
10am service, family friendly with activities
for children (crèche – Y6)
4pm service, family friendly with activities
for children and young people (crèche – Y9)
Cross Section (Y10-13)
5.30-7.00pm, toasties included
6.30pm service, relaxed and informal.

This Week
Our regular weekly activities are pausing over
Christmas. Back to normal in the New Year.
Mon
24

Christmas Eve
Starlight Carols (All Ages), 4.00pm
Midnight Communion, 11.30pm

Tue
25

Christmas Day Celebration
All Age with Holy Communion
10.00am

Looking Ahead
Jan
8/9

Jan
11-12

Jan
12

Prayer Gathering. Tue 9.30-11.15am
(crèche provided)
Prayer Gathering. Wed 7.30pm for
refreshments, 8-9.30pm
Joy of Rest Women’s Weekend.
Invitations in the Foyer. All women
in church welcome! Last day to
sign up is Sun 6 Jan.
Dad’s Stay and Play. 10-11.30am.
£1.50 per family, bacon butties
included.

Unstuck; break free from ungodly
habits and behaviours. MGP Day
Conference for leaders with Tim
Lane. ‘Living without worry’ free
evening session for everyone, 7pm. Flyers in
the Foyer.
Jan
23

Jan
26

Church Family Walk. Details to
follow in the New Year.

Jan
28

Women's book club are now reading
Crazy Busy by Kevin Deyoung. Speak to
Elizabeth Barry to find out more.

Sex…a better story. Agape’s Family
Life bring you this vision and
equipping day together at the Solihull
Renewal Centre. Flyers in the foyer.
Feb
2

Church Family Weekend Away 2019.
Jun
We will be going to Hothorpe Hall,
28-30 please put the date in your diary and
plan to join us. Details will be out in
the coming months. We do need a team of
people to help run the weekend, if you are
interested in helping out please get in touch
with the Parish Office or Mark Checketts.

News and Requests
Jem Huggins will be leaving her role as
Administrator in the New Year, after 8 years.
PCC will be considering her replacement. We
are so grateful to Jem for all she has done.
Please pray for her and for her successor.
Wanted: Ministry Trainees, Sep 2019-Aug
2020. Spend a year serving the church and
learning gospel ministry. A great way to see if
gospel ministry is right for you long-term.
Details from Chris Hobbs/Parish Office.
The Homeless this winter. Instead of the
Churches Together Night Shelter we have
opportunities to help other organisations, to
help or donate to this work email:
Bottle tops. No more milk tops needed but
small bottle tops and plastic jar tops welcome.

