
making and maturing  
disciples of Jesus Christ  

Welcome to our 10.00am Service  
In church we will be looking at ‘Mission Impossible’ (Acts 12:1-25). 

 
                
 
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been 
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a 
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a 
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer. 
 
There is a Crèche for under 3’s in the Cranmer Room. 
Today in Sunday Club we will be watching a DVD retelling the story of Acts because we are 
short of leaders. 
 

 
Refreshments are served in the foyer after the service, please stay and join us. 
 
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet. 
 

 
OPENING PRAYER   Tom Bryant 
 
SONGS  Come people of the risen King 
    Who, O Lord, could save themselves 
 
CONFESSION 
 
SONG  Our God is a great big God 
 
NEWS children leave for their activities  
 
SONG  Rock of ages 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
 
 
 

 
BIBLE READING    Diana Knott 
Acts 12:1-25 (page 1106) 
 
SERMON   Andy Martin 
Mission Impossible 
 
THANKSGIVING PRAYER 
 
PRAYERS   Chris Porter 
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 
SONG  And can it be 
Please collect your child from crèche 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 
 

Sunday 23rd September 



making and maturing  
disciples of Jesus Christ  

Welcome to our 4.00pm Service  
In church and in children’s and youth groups we will be looking at ‘Mission Impossible’ 

(Acts 12:1-25).   
  

You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been 
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a 
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a 
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer. 
 
There is a Crèche for under 3’s in the Cranmer Room. 
Ask Sunday Club What happened to Peter?  What did God’s people do? 
Ask Club114 Who/what do you take shelter in when times are tough? 
Cross Section meet after the service, and will be looking at God’s promise to Abraham 
(Genesis 12) 

 
Refreshments are served in the foyer after the service, please stay and join us. 
 
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet. 
 

OPENING PRAYER   Oli Huggins 
 
SONGS  Come people of the risen King 
    Who, O Lord, could save themselves 
 
CONFESSION 
 
SONG  Our God is a great big God 
 
NEWS children and young people leave for 
their activities  
 
SONG  Rock of ages 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

BIBLE READING    Amy Walker 
Acts 12:1-25 (page 1106) 
 
SERMON   Andy Martin 
Mission Impossible 
 
PRAYERS   Charlie Cook 
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 
SONG  And can it be 
Please collect your child from crèche 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 

Sunday 23rd September 



Welcome to our 6.30pm Service 
Mark Checketts will be speaking; ‘A new heaven and earth’ (Isaiah 65:17-25)  

 
 
 
 
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been 
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a 
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a 
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer. 
 
 
 

 
Refreshments are served in the foyer after the service, please stay and join us. 
 
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet. 
 

 

 
OPENING PRAYER   Andy Martin 
 
SONGS  See what a morning 
                Praise to Christ, the Lord incarnate 
 
CONFESSION 
 
PRAYERS    Nick Devas 
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 
SONGS  How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 
     Holy Spirit, living breath of God 
 
BIBLE READINGS    Imogen Prasad 
Isaiah 65:17-25 (page 752) 
Revelation 21:1-8 (page 1249) 
 
 

SERMON    Mark Checketts  
A new heaven and earth 
 
SONG See Him in Jerusalem 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
NEWS 
 
HYMN   Glorious things of You are spoken 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
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Peter: Agent of Change                     Acts 12:1-15              
Mission Impossible 
 
 
 
1. If you are against God, you cannot win. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. If you are for God, you cannot lose. 
 
 
 
 
God will build his church! 
 
So… 

• Pray confidently 

 
 

• Pray anyway 

 

 

 
Missed a sermon recently?  Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources) 

What I have learned 
- to praise God for 
 
- to confess to God 
 
- to ask God for 



What God promises                              Isaiah 65:17-25 
A new heaven and earth      
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Missed a sermon recently?  Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources) 
 

What I have learned 
- to praise God for 
 
- to confess to God 
 
- to ask God for 



Senior Minister (Vicar) Chris Hobbs   
Assistant Minister Andy Martin 
Parish Office  St Stephen’s Church,  
Serpentine Road,  Selly Park,   
Birmingham B29 7HU,  0121 472 8253  
jem.huggins@sssw.org.uk    

Don’t be a Drifter 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
It is difficult to think of being a ‘drifter' in a positive way (with the possible exception of the 
Drifter chocolate bar which I remember being delicious).  My dictionary tells me that ‘to 
drift’ is “to be carried; (to) move passively, casually or aimlessly” and that a ‘drifter’ is an 
“aimless person”.  It is clearly not something to aspire to!  It is what happens to boats when 
they are not moored securely; they drift away until eventually they are lost altogether. 
 
Spiritual drift is also a serious thing, which the writer to the Hebrews warns his readers 
against: “We must pay the most careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so that 
we do not drift away” (2:1).  The thing is, it is easy to drift away.  A boat will drift if it is not 
moored.  All we have to do is… nothing.  We simply stop paying attention to what we have 
heard.  We simply “ignore so great a salvation” (verse 3).  We stop reading our Bibles where 
we hear of this great salvation; we stop praying to the God who achieved this great 
salvation; we stop meeting with those who enjoy this great salvation.  Simples. 
 
Nobody sets their mind to be a drifter.  It just happens.  And it happens imperceptibly.  What 
does it matter if the boat is a centimetre from the quay?  It matters terribly if it is a 
kilometre away.  So, brothers and sisters, let us pay the most careful attention to what we 
have heard and make sure we do not neglect so great a salvation.  It is great, and there is no 
other. 
 
Your brother in Christ, 
Chris Hobbs (Senior Minister/Vicar) 
 

www.sssw.org.uk  

@ssswchurch 

@ssswchurch 

#MeettheFamily  (more on Facebook and Instagram) 
 

Kate is the master of the carrot cake, has recently aced her driving test, is a 
mum of four and is a follower Jesus. 
In her late teens Kate became wrapped up in drug culture and all that came 
with it, she struggled with addiction and didn’t have anywhere to live. 
Through some Christians she met at a hostel she was introduced to Jesus, and 
shown how God is so powerful he can overcome addictions. One night she 
listened to a sermon on forgiveness, and instantly she got on her knees and 
asked for forgiveness, she also forgave all those who had harmed her, (which 
was a long list). Kate felt an overwhelming sense of peace, she knew that her 
life had changed beyond recognition. God has been working powerfully in her 
life ever since. 
 



 

Vision Evening 7pm at Church for 
dinner, 8-9.30pm for Vision/Prayer. 
Please sign up for dinner/pudding on 

Church Suite, and plan to come along to hear 
our vision and pray about it together. 
 

Christianity Explored starts.   
8-9.30pm. Over seven weeks dig 
deeper into Christian faith in a relaxed 

and friendly environment. Contact Chris to find 
out more,  
 

Musicians rehearsal and social.  
7.00-9.00pm, with pizza. We're looking 
for more people to get involved with 

music at church. Come along and find out 
more.Speak to Allan Ooi for more details. 
 

Men’s Breakfast. 8-9.30am. Please 
join us for breakfast, a talk, and a 
chance to chat and pray together. Sign 
up on ChurchSuite. 

 
Dad’s Stay and Play. 10-11.30am £1.50 per 
family. Bacon Butties provided. 
 
Midlands Women’s Convention 
Renewal Conference Centre, Solihull. ‘Now I 
See’, John 9.  
 

Midlands Men’s Convention. 
Cornerstone Church, Nottingham. 
‘Unashamed. The Gospel: The better 
story.’ 

 
Women’s Book Group are meeting to 
discuss ‘Honest Evangelism’ by Rico 
Tice, speak to Chris Stonehouse or 
Elizabeth Barry for more information. 

 
Cosmic Christianity. Birmingham 
Town Hall, 7.30-9.30pm. Tickets £15, or 
£5 with special code. To book visit: 

www.chaplaincyplus.org.uk/events/john-
lennox, to get discount use code: SSSW1  
 

News and Requests 
Daytime Fellowship Group led by Paul 
Coley.  Please contact him if you are 
interested  
 

Sundays at St Stephens 
10am, a family friendly service with activities 
for children (crèche – Y6)  
4pm, a family friendly service with activities 
for children and young people (crèche – Y9) 
Cross Section (Y10-13)   
5.30 – 7.00pm, toasties included 
6.30pm service, a more relaxed and informal 
service. 
 

This Week 
 
Day Centre (for older people) 
10am – 2.30pm 
  
Cross-Section Bible Study (Y10-13) 
4.30-5.30pm 
Explorers (Y2-6) 6.00 – 7.00pm  

                 Club114 (Y7-9) 6.30 – 8.00pm 
 
Stay and Play (baby and toddler  
Group)  10.00-11.30am 
  
Cross Section (Y10-13)   
5.30 – 7.00pm, toasties included 
   

Open House Lunch. if 
you are new, on your 
own for lunch or simply 

would like to get to know people in church 
better, why not try an 'Open House lunch' - 
they will be running every week for the next 6 
weeks. Just let the hosts know you would like 
to attend, get an address and pitch up! 
 

Looking Ahead    
Youth Weekend Away. At the Gaines. For 
anyone in senior school. Leaflets in the 
information rack. 

 
Harvest Sunday. We’ll be collecting 
food donations for Birmingham City 
Mission. Please shop for and bring 
(non-perishable) food to any service 
that day. 
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