Sunday 21st October

making and maturing
disciples of Jesus Christ

Welcome to our 10.00am Service

In church and in children’s and youth groups we will be looking at ‘Jesus: Rejected’
(Luke 22:66-23:25) and we will be sharing the Lord’s Supper.
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer.
There is a Crèche for under 3’s in the Cranmer Room.
Ask a member of Sunday Club: What did Jesus’ special meal teach his friends?

Refreshments are served in the foyer after the service, please stay and join us.
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet.

PRAYER OF PREPARATION Andy Martin
HYMN God we praise you
CONFESSION

SERMON Chris Hobbs
Jesus: Rejected
PRAYERS Anne Ruck
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER

SONG Long live the King

SONG How deep the Father’s love
Please collect your child from crèche

NEWS
Children leave for their activities

THE NICENE CREED

SONG See the man
BIBLE READING Richard Griffith
Luke 22:66-23:25 (page 1059)

COMMUNION
HYMN All creatures of our God and King
BLESSING

making and maturing
disciples of Jesus Christ
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Sunday 21 October
Welcome to our 4.00pm Service

In church and in children’s and youth groups we will be looking at ‘Jesus: Rejected’
(Luke 22:66-23:25) and we will be sharing the Lord’s Supper.
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer.
There is a Crèche for under 3’s in the Cranmer Room.
Ask a member of Sunday Club what did Jesus’ special meal teach his friends?
Ask Club114 why Jesus was sentenced to death.
Cross Section meet after the service, ask us: “How are we like Barabbas?”

Refreshments are served in the foyer after the service, please stay and join us.
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet.

PRAYER OF PREPARATION Andy Martin
HYMN God we praise you
CONFESSION
SONG Long live the King

SERMON Chris Hobbs
Jesus: Rejected
PRAYERS Mark Checketts
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER
SONG How deep the Father’s love
Please collect your child from crèche

NEWS
Children and young people leave for their
activities

THE NICENE CREED

SONG See the man

HYMN All creatures of our God and King

BIBLE READING Amy Walker
Luke 22:66-23:25 (page 1059)

BLESSING

COMMUNION

making and maturing
disciples of Jesus Christ

Sunday 21st October
Welcome to our 6.30pm Service

Andy Martin will be speaking on ‘Gospel guardian’ (2 Timothy 2:1-13)

You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer.

Refreshments are served in the foyer after the service, please stay and join us.
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet.

OPENING PRAYER Chris Hobbs
HYMN Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
SONGS Strength will rise
Take the world, but give me Jesus
CONFESSION

SONGS When trials come
Through all life’s sorrows and despairs
THE APOSTLES’ CREED
PRAYERS Tony Ball
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER

BIBLE READINGS Melanie Britton
Isaiah 55:1-13 (page 742)
2 Timothy 2:1-13 (page 1195)

NEWS

SERMON Andy Martin
Gospel guardian

CLOSING PRAYER

HYMN Stand up, stand up for Jesus

What the world needs to hear
Jesus: Rejected

Luke 22:66-23:25

1. For the chief priests, Jesus is a problem (22:66-71, etc.)

2. For Pilate, Jesus is an inconvenience (23:1-5, 13-17, etc.)

3. For Herod, Jesus is a curiosity (23:6-12)

4. For the crowd, Jesus is an irrelevance (23:18-24)

5. For Barabbas, Jesus is a saviour (23:25)

Who is Jesus for you?

What I have learned
- to praise God for
- to confess to God
- to ask God for
Missed a sermon recently? Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources)

Unashamed
Gospel guardian

2 Timothy 2:1-13

What I have learned
- to praise God for
- to confess to God
- to ask God for
Missed a sermon recently? Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources)

For or Against?
Dear Friends,
Many are commenting how public debate is becoming increasingly polarised. Whether it’s
Democrat versus Republican in the US, Leave versus Remain in the UK or just about any
discussion on social media, you are either FOR or AGAINST in a very loud voice, with virtually
no middle-ground allowed, where your side is entirely right and knows all the facts and the
opposition is just as entirely wrong and total idiots. I may be exaggerating, but not a lot.
What are we to make of this as Christians? A lot could be said, but this may help: • God is
sovereign over human affairs, and we do not need to panic as if Trump or Brexit (or the
opposite) is the end of the world. God’s kingdom has survived Hitler, Stalin and Mao (and
worse).
• This world is not all there is. The end of this world is coming, so we do not need to (and
won’t get) the perfect world in this world. A new world is coming, so we can afford to be
patient.
• Evil and good are mixed up in this world. It is unlikely that one side is totally right and the
other totally wrong. One day, of course, good and evil will be separated for ever.
• Our judgment may be flawed. We do not know everything, and we do not always make the
right decisions. We could do with a lot more humility!
Yours warmly, in Christ,
Chris Hobbs (Senior Minister/Vicar)
#MeettheFamily (more on Facebook and Instagram)
#MeettheFamily #OurStories Tom is a born and bred Brummie, he loves a
flat cap and any meals that involve gravy, his favourite car was a silver Mini
Cooper called Roger and he’s a follower of Jesus. Tom grew up in a Christian
home, when he got to secondary school he found that being a Christian was
weird to other kids. He struggled to make friends and started to wonder if
the kids at school had it right and if there even was a God. He was invited to
go along to a youth group at a church where, very surprisingly to him, other
teenagers were nice to him and talked to him at length. He was shocked by
this, and later came to understand they did this because God lived in them,
they tried to love others in the way that Christ loves them, irrespective of
how old, uncool or nervous he was. Being a Christian had a major impact on
these teenagers lives, God had sent his son to die for them in an act of our
love, so naturally they showed love to others.
Senior Minister (Vicar) Chris Hobbs
Assistant Minister Andy Martin
Parish Office St Stephen’s Church,
Serpentine Road, Selly Park,
Birmingham B29 7HU, 0121 472 8253
jem.huggins@sssw.org.uk

www.sssw.org.uk
@ssswchurch
@ssswchurch

Sundays at St Stephens
10am, a family friendly service with activities
for children (crèche – Y6)
4pm, a family friendly service with activities
for children and young people (crèche – Y9)
Cross Section (Y10-13)
5.30 – 7.00pm, toasties included
6.30pm service, a more relaxed and informal
service.

This Week
Sun
21

Cross Section (Y10-13) 5.30 –
7.00pm, toasties included.

Tue
23

Rooted for students. 6.30-9.00pm
at St Wulstans, food included

Wed
24

Day Centre (for older people)
10am – 2.30pm

Thu
25

Cross-Section Bible Study (Y10-13)
4.30-5.30pm
Explorers (Y2-6) 6.00 – 7.00pm
Club114 (Y7-9) 6.30 – 8.00pm

Fri
26

Stay and Play (baby and toddler
Group) 10.00-11.30am

Sun
28

Clocks go back today

Big Question 6.30pm
How can a loving God send people to
hell? Café-style service.
Cross Section (Y10-13) 5.30 – 7.00pm,
toasties included.
Open House Lunch. if you are
new, on your own for lunch or
simply would like to get to know
people in church better, why not try an 'Open
House lunch'. Just let the hosts know you
would like to attend, get an address & pitch
up! TODAY: Rob and Gina:
Oct 28: Thom and Elly:
Oct
21 & 28

Big Question for October
How can a loving God
send people to hell?

Looking Ahead
Midlands Men’s Convention.
Cornerstone Church. Nottingham.
‘Unashamed’ Flyers in the foyer.
Please make your own booking and inform
Chris Stonehouse who is co-ordinating travel.
For further info see Rob Davies or Ben Barker.
Nov
3

Toy Service at 10am and 4pm
Please bring new toys for the
Birmingham City Mission toy project.
Please don’t wrap the presents, but rolls of
wrapping paper are helpful. There will also be
wrapping party opportunities, look out for
dates next week.
Nov
4

Nov
6/7

Nov
12

Prayer Gatherings. Tuesday 9.3011.15am (crèche provided)
Wednesday 7.30pm for refreshments,
8-9.30pm, both at Church.
Women’s Book Group are meeting to
discuss ‘Honest Evangelism’ by Rico
Tice, speak to Chris Stonehouse or
Elizabeth Barry for more information.

Cosmic Christianity. Birmingham
Town Hall, 7.30-9.30pm. Tickets £15, or
£5 with special code. To book visit:
www.chaplaincyplus.org.uk/events/johnlennox, to get discount use code: SSSW1
Nov
19

Christmas Craft Evening, 7.30-9.15pm
at St Stephens. Join us for a crafting
evening, this year we’re doing paper
crafts. Tickets will be available on ChurchSuite,
or through the Parish Office.
Nov
30

News and Requests
Parish Office will be closed from Oct 22 - Nov 5.
Christian Institute Week of Prayer 21-27
October. Leaflets are on the information table.

