
making and maturing  
disciples of Jesus Christ  

Welcome to our 10.00am Service 
We will be completing the story of Nehemiah with ‘Is that it?’ (Nehemiah 12:44-13:31) 
and we will be sharing The Lord’s Supper. 
 

You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been a 
Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a Welcome 
Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a Welcome 
Card – both are available in the foyer. 
 
There is a Crèche for under 3’s in the Cranmer Room.   
Sunday Club (age 3–Y6) meet upstairs in the Tyndale Room. 
Question of the Week:  What’s our biggest problem? 

 

 
 
Refreshments are served in the Foyer after the service, please stay and join us. 
 
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet. 
 

 

OPENING PRAYER  Andy Martin 
 
HYMN  O God beyond all praising 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  
 
SONG  Sing Jesus' name 
 

NEWS 
Children and young people leave for their 
activities 
 
SONG  To You, O Lord 
 
BIBLE READING  Amanda Martin 
Nehemiah 12:44-13:31  (Page 499) 
 
SERMON  Chris Hobbs 
Is that it? 
 

CONFESSION   
 
PRAYERS   Christopher Barry 
 
SONG I hear the Saviour say  
 
COMMUNION 
 
HYMN When I fear my faith will fail  
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 
 

Sunday 21st July  
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Welcome to our 4.00pm Service  
We will be completing the story of Nehemiah with ‘Is that it?’ (Nehemiah 12:44-13:31) 

and we will be sharing The Lord’s Supper. 
 
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been 
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a 
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a 
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer. 
 
There is a Crèche for under 3’s in the Church. 
Question of the Week: What’s our biggest problem? 
 

 
 
 

 
Refreshments are served in the Foyer before the service. 

 
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet. 

OPENING PRAYER  Andy Martin 
 
HYMN  O God beyond all praising 
 
Children leave for their activities 
 
NEWS 
 
SONG  To You, O Lord 
HYMN When I fear my faith will fail  
 
BIBLE READING  Virginie Hannam 
Nehemiah 12:44-13:31  (Page 499) 
 
SERMON  Chris Hobbs 
Is that it? 
 

PRAYERS   Sarah Allen 
 

ALL IN TOGETHER 
 
CONFESSION 
 
COMMUNION  
 
SONG  Sing Jesus' name 
 
CLOSING PRAYER  
 

Sunday 21st July 



Welcome to our 6.30pm Service 
We complete our series in the Gospel of Mark with ‘The King’s family’ (Mark 3:20-35). 

 
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been 
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a 
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a 
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Refreshments are served in the Foyer after the service, please stay and join us. 
 
 
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet. 
 

making and maturing  
disciples of Jesus Christ  

SONGS Though nations rage 
I once was lost in darkest night 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
BIBLE READING  Rebekah Fox 
Mark 3:20-35 (page 1005) 
 

SERMON  Andy Martin 
The King’s family 
 
SONG Stand up, stand up for Jesus 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 

 
 

OPENING PRAYER Chris Hobbs 
 
HYMN When my hope and strength is gone  

SONGS Leaning on the everlasting arms 

O great God of highest heaven 

 
CONFESSION  

 
BIBLE READING   
Psalm 1 (page 543) 

 
PRAYERS  Martin Sherlaw 

ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
NEWS 
 
 

Sunday 21st  July 



God’s Building Project       Nehemiah 12:44 – 13:31   
Is that it? 
         
 
 
1. Nehemiah has done his best (13:14, 22, 31) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  But it’s not enough (13:7 & 11, 15, 23) 
 
 
• He can’t be there for ever (13:6-7a) 
 
 
 
• He can’t change people’s hearts (13:7 & 11, 17-18, 26-27) 
 
 
 
 
3. There’s more to come 
 
 
• In Christ 
 
 
 
• In glory 
     
 
 

 
 
 

Missed a sermon recently?  Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources) 

What I have learned 
- to praise God for 
 
- to confess to God 
 
- to ask God for 
 



Long live the King         Mark 3:20-35 
The King’s family 
      
 
 
Opposition 
 

• is Jesus mad? (20-21) 

 
 
 

• is Jesus bad? (22-30) 

 
 
 

• the unforgivable sin? (29) 

 
 
 
Adoption 
 

• God’s Son: awesome power (27) 

 
 
 

• God’s family: humble obedience (31-35) 

 
 
 
 

Missed a sermon recently?  Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources) 

What I have learned 
- to praise God for 
 
- to confess to God 
 
- to ask God for 
 



Senior Minister (Vicar) Chris Hobbs   
Associate Minister Andy Martin 
Assistant Minister Ben Wells 
Parish Office  St Stephen’s Church,  
Serpentine Road,  Selly Park,   
Birmingham B29 7HU,  0121 472 8253  
office@sssw.org.uk    

 

Well done, everyone! 
Dear Friends, 
 
There was a wonderful sense at our ‘Explore’ events last weekend of the whole church 
family being ‘on mission’ together.  There were so many people involved in organising the 
weekend and publicising events, inviting friends and family, neighbours and colleagues, 
coming along themselves and bringing others, setting up and clearing away, and not 
forgetting the secret but vital work of praying.  It was such a joy to be part of something like 
that, and a real feeling that this is what church is all about: working together to make Jesus 
known.  Thank you. 
 
At the beginning of June I was at the funeral for Richard Bewes, who was my rector when I 
was first ordained.  Among all the tributes – and there were many fine ones for this great 
man of God – one of the speakers remarked that what really matters is not what we think of 
Richard but what the Lord thinks of him, and to hear his verdict of “Well done, good and 
faithful servant” (Matthew 25:21,23). 
 
It is right that we thank and praise one another – and I’m sure I don’t do that enough – but 
that speaker was right.  What we do for the Lord won’t always be seen by others, and it may 
not be assessed accurately, but the Lord both knows and assesses perfectly.  And what joy it 
will bring to hear him welcome us one day with these words: “Well done, good and faithful 
servant.” 
 
Yours warmly, in Christ, 
Chris Hobbs (Senior Minister) 

www.sssw.org.uk  

@ssswchurch 

@ssswchurch 

 
 
 

 
 
      Bible stories, games, craft 
            and loads more! 
 

Children currently in Reception – Year 6 
 

Tues 27th – Fri 30th Aug and Sun 1st Sep 10am – 12 noon 
 

Please pick up a booking form from the foyer. 

 

A Knight’s Tale 
 



 

News and Requests 
A number of people are now looking at 321 with 
someone from church after Explore. If your 
friend, neighbour or colleague would like to 
follow things up over a coffee with you you 
might like to look at the three short videos 
here: http://three-two-one.org/take-the-tour/. 
You could watch them together on a tablet or 
laptop, and then talk about their questions. Why 
not ask them? 
 

Recorded talks from the Church Family 
Weekend Away are available to listen to on 
www.sssw.org.uk under ‘sermons’. 
 

Discretionary Fund We would like to establish a 
fund of £5,000 in order to help those in church 
who are in need. Please send any gifts to Tony 
Burridge (Finance Secretary), marked 
‘Discretionary Fund’. 
 

Calling all Cooks!  Foremarke 2 Camp have an 
urgent need for at least 2 more cooks to help 
with camp this summer.  The camp runs from 
4th-11th August.  You could come for part of the 
week if you are unable to commit to the full 
week.  If you are able to help please contact the 
office. 
 

Accommodation sought:  
Young Christian woman (not a member of St 
Stephen’s) in a family home or with an older 
couple, hoping for an August start. Financial 
contribution possible. Please contact the Office 
if you can help. 
 

Recently graduated male moving to Birmingham 
looking for room to rent immediately. Contact 
the office for further details 
 

4th Year female student on placement in 
Birmingham for a year, seeks a family to lodge 
with or a room to rent for Aug 2019-2020. 
Please contact the office for further details. 
 

BCM Children’s Worker, aged 23 and female, 
seeks House-mate for lovely 2 bed home in 
Bournville.  Enquiries to the office in the first 
instance.  
 

Sundays at St Stephens 
10am service, family friendly with activities 
for children (crèche – Y6)  
 

3.45 for 4pm service will pause over the 
Summer and recommence 8th September. 
 

6.30pm service, relaxed and informal 
 

This Week 
The week’s normal activities are on pause 
until September. 

 

NO Day Centre (for older people)  
 
 

 

Looking Ahead   
Prayer Breakfast for Open Doors 
8.30-9.30am, working with 
persecuted believers: please come 
and join us for this!  

 

Women’s Book Club will discuss 
“The book your pastor wishes you 
would read”, Christopher Ash, AND 
“Enjoying God” by Tim Chester! 

Speak to Elizabeth or Chris S for more info. 
All welcome! 
 

Summer Programme 
(see flyer for more info) 
31st July An evening with the Harveys 
7th Aug Prayer Gathering 
14th Aug Bangers and banter at the Davies’ 
21st Aug Bible Study at St Stephen’s 
28th Aug Pudding party chez Twiss! 
 
New Fellowship Groups   
The Wednesday evening Fellowship Groups 
are being reorganised for September, and 
there may be a new group on a different 
evening, so this is a good time to join one. It 
is a great way to grow as a Christian and to 
help others grow.  Please speak to Chris 
Hobbs if you would like to know more or to 
join a group. 
 

Jul  
21 

Wed 
17 

Sep  
16 


