
You are very welcome - whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been a 
Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a Welcome 
Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a Welcome 
Card – both are available in the foyer. 
 
There is Crèche for under 3’s in the Cranmer Room. 
Sunday Club (age 3-Year 5) meet upstairs in the Tyndale Room.  
 
Question of the Week:   What have I learned about God from today’s Bible story? 

   
Refreshments are served in the Foyer after the service, please stay and join us. 

 
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet. 

WELCOME Chris Hobbs 
 

BIBLE READING Richard Griffith 
Isaiah 55:1-13 (page 742) 
 
HYMN All creatures of our God and King 
 
PRAYER 
 
SONG  Lord the light of Your love is shining 
 
NEWS 
Children leave for their activities 
 
SONG When darkness deepens 
 
BIBLE READING Richard Griffith 
Mark 4:21-34 (page 1006) 
 
 

SERMON Andy Martin 
‘The hidden power of truth’ 
 
PRAYERS  Chris Stonehouse 
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
HYMN I hear the Saviour say  
 
CONFESSION C 
 
COMMUNION A 
 
SONG God, the uncreated one 
 
BLESSING 
 

Sunday 20 October 2019 

  making disciples of Jesus 

Welcome to our 10am Service 
This morning we are looking at ‘The hidden power of truth’ (Mark 4:21-34), 
and sharing the Lord’s Supper. 
 



           making disciples of Jesus 

 
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been 
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a 
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a 
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer. 
 
There is a Crèche for under 3’s in the Church. 
 
Question of the Week:  What have I learned about God from today’s Bible story? 

  

Refreshments are served in the Foyer before the service. 
 
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet. 
 
 

OPENING PRAYER Chris Hobbs 
 
Children leave for their activities 
 
BIBLE READING Virginie Hannam 
Isaiah 55:1-13 (page 742) 
 

HYMN All creatures of our God and King 
SONG When darkness deepens 
 
NEWS 
 
PRAYERS  Sam Allen 
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

BIBLE READING Virginie Hannam 
Mark 4:21-34 (page 1006) 
 
 
 

SERMON Andy Martin 
‘The hidden power of truth’ 
 
ALL IN TOGETHER 
 
SONG I hear the Saviour say  
 
CONFESSION C 
 
COMMUNION A 
 
SONG  Lord the light of Your love is shining 
 
BLESSING 
 

Sunday 20 October 2019 

Welcome to our 4pm Service 
This afternoon we are looking at ‘The hidden power of truth’ (Mark 4:21-34), 
and sharing the Lord’s Supper. 



You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been 
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a 
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a 
Welcome Card – both are available in the literature rack. 
 
 
 
 

 
Refreshments are served after the service, please stay and join us. 
 
Toilets are in the foyer; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet. 
 
 

 making disciples of Jesus 

SONG Have you heard of a God of love? 
 
CONFESSION B 
 
SONG How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 
 
BIBLE READING Jeanne Glenn  
John 15:1-17 (page 1083) 
2 Peter 1:5-11 (page 1222) 
 
SERMON Chris Hobbs 
‘How to be effective as a Christian’                                                                                    
 
SONG  There is a higher throne 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 

 

OPENING PRAYER Andy Martin 
 
HYMN To God be the glory 
SONG Through all life’s sorrows 
             and despairs 
SONG Who, O Lord, could save themselves? 
 
NEWS 
 
INTERVIEW 
 

PRAYERS   Michael Webb 
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
 
 
 

Sunday 20 October 2019 
 

Welcome to our 6pm Service 
This evening we are considering ‘How to be effective as a Christian’  
(2 Peter 1:5-11) 



What have I learned… 
 

• to praise God for? 
 

• to confess to God? 
 

• to ask God for? 
 

Missed a sermon recently?  Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources) 

Sermon Notes 
 
 

 
 

Jesus: Power Incarnate 
The hidden power of truth 

Mark 4:21-34 



Sermon Notes 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

What I have learned? 
 

To praise God for 
 

To confess to God 
 

To ask God for 
 

Missed a sermon recently?  Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources) 
 

A Precious Faith 
How to be effective as a Christian 

2 Peter 1:5-11 



Senior Minister (Vicar) Chris Hobbs   
Associate Minister Andy Martin 
Assistant Minister Ben Wells 
Parish Office  St Stephen’s Church,  
Serpentine Road,  Selly Park,   
Birmingham B29 7HU,  0121 472 8253  
office@sssw.org.uk    

www.sssw.org.uk  

@ssswchurch 

@ssswchurch 

Calling all students! 
 

If you’re a new student looking at churches here in Birmingham, we’d love to meet you.  
 

Please come and chat to Ben Wells, our Assistant Minister here at St Stephen’s, who heads up 
the student group at church. He’d be delighted to give you a flyer and further details of our 

Rooted group for students.  
 

We meet during term time on Tuesdays at St Wulstan’s, 7-9pm, starting from 1st October. 

 
 What do we believe – and why? 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
I recently came across a satirical cartoon entitled ‘The Problem with Greta’, mocking 
those who dislike the way Greta Thunberg has persuaded so many to take climate change 
more seriously.  Typical of much satire, it is both very funny in places and also very sharp 
in its observation.  One scene in the cartoon caught my attention, where one of the 
characters is complaining that “she is causing the children needless anxiety! … They’re 
being brainwashed into this climate cult when they should be in church learning about 
real things like hell and Satan.” 
 
It doesn’t take much to realise that what the satirist is saying is that the real thing is 
climate change, while those who believe in hell and Satan have been brainwashed.  It 
made me think about why we believe what we believe.  It is increasingly hard to deny the 
essential findings regarding climate change, which we know by scientific investigation.  
But why should that mean we need to deny the reality of hell and Satan, even if we know 
these truths by divine revelation?   
 
And do we need to choose between the two kinds of knowledge and the two truths?  Why 
should believing in climate change mean that we need to deny the reality of hell and 
Satan (or vice versa).  The consequences of not believing in climate change, and not 
taking the appropriate action, are indeed serious.  Dare I say that the consequences of 
not believing in hell and Satan, and not taking the appropriate action, are even more 
serious? 
 
Yours warmly, in Christ, 
Chris Hobbs (Senior Minister) 



  

Toy Service at 10am and 4pm 
Please bring new toys for the 
Birmingham City Mission Toy Link  
project. Please don’t wrap the 

presents, but rolls of wrapping paper are 
helpful.  
 

Men’s Convention ‘The Joyful Fear of 
the Lord.’  Please sign up soon as 
tickets are running out and let Chris 
Stonehouse know your transport 

requirements by registering on Church Suite.  
 

Guest Service. 10 Nov, 10am & 4pm at 
St Stephen’s: ‘Jesus: Powerful to give 
life’. A great opportunity to hear what 
Christianity is all about, especially for 

those new to church. 
 

Connecting Christ and Culture.  An 
evening with Kristi Mair (formerly of St 
Stephen’s!), 7.30-9.00pm, St 
Bartholomew’s Church, B15 3TA.  

Birmingham Diocesan Fellowship. 
 

Maintenance Morning November 16th, 
9.00am to noon. Come for part or all 
of the morning. Contact Tim Pearson 
for further information. 

 

Women's Book Club are now reading 
Enough, by Helen Roseveare and The 
Night the Angels Came, by Cassie 
Chapman. Speak to Elizabeth if you'd 

like to join the WhatsApp group. 
 

News and Requests 
REMINDER - End of British Summer Time.  
Please note that the clocks go back by one hour 
during the night of  Sat 26th / Sun 27th October. 
 

Can you sing or play an instrument? We'd love 
to hear from you if you'd like to serve the 
church by using your musical gifts!  Speak to 
Allan Ooi to find out more about how to get 
involved.    
 

 
 

 

Sunday Services 
10am at St Stephen’s, family friendly with 
activities for children (crèche-Year 5)	
3.30 for 4pm at St Stephen’s, family friendly 
with activities for children and young people 
(crèche – Year 9) 
6pm at St Wulstan’s, relaxed and informal. 
 

This Week 
Christianity Explored 7-9pm at St 
Wulstan’s. Includes a meal, short 
video talks, an opportunity to find 

out about Jesus Christ, to ask your questions 
and hear the Bible’s answers. Contact Andy 
Martin for more details: 
andy.martin@sssw.org.uk 
 

‘Rooted’ for students at 7-9pm,  St Wulstans 
B29 7DU 
 

Prayer Meeting for Stay and Play.  
8-9pm Contact office for details.  All are 
welcome. 

 

Day Centre 10am-2.30pm.  
 
 

Cross Section Bible Study  
Explorers (Year 2-5)  
Pathfinders (Year 6-9)  

These meetings will be on a Half-term break 
for two weeks . 
 

Stay and Play baby and toddler  
group. 10.00-11.30am. 
 

Harvest Meal.  6.45 for 7pm start in 
Church. A ‘bring and share’ meal. Sign up  by 
the end of today on sheet in foyer or on 
Church Suite.  Further details from Helen 
Hobbs. 
 

Church Walk. Meeting at 2pm at 
Kingsbury Water Park, more details  
to follow.  

 

Looking ahead 
Guest Service 6pm at St Wulstan’s: 
‘What is the truth about Jesus?’  
A great opportunity to hear what 

Christianity is all about. 
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