Sunday 20th January

making and maturing
disciples of Jesus Christ

Welcome to our 10.00am Service

We will be looking at ‘Giving is sweet’ (Philippians 4:14-20).

You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer.
There is a Crèche for under 3’s in the Cranmer Room.
Sunday Club (age 3 – Y6) Our Big Question is: Why is it good for us to give generously?

Refreshments are served in the Cranmer Room after the service, please stay and join us.
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet.

OPENING PRAYER Andy Martin
HYMN Sing to God new songs of worship
CONFESSION
SONG Oh, God, he always keeps his promises

Children leave for their activities
NEWS

BIBLE READING Richard Griffith
Philippians 4:4-20 (page 1181)
SERMON Chris Hobbs
Giving is sweet!
PRAYERS Anne Ruck
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER
SONG The mystery of the cross
Please collect your child from crèche
COMMUNION

GIVING PRESENTATION
HYMN I cannot tell
SONG Who has held the oceans in His
hands?

BLESSING

making and maturing
disciples of Jesus Christ
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Sunday 20 January
Welcome to our 4.00pm Service

We will be looking at ‘Giving is sweet’ (Philippians 4:14-20).
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer.
There is a Crèche for under 3’s in the Cranmer Room.
Sunday Club (age 3 – Y6) meet upstairs in the Tyndale Room.
Club114 (Y7-9) meet in the Cranmer Room.
Cross Section (Y10-12) meet after the service in the Tyndale Room.
Our Big Question is: Why is it good for us to give generously?
Refreshments are served in the foyer after the service, please stay and join us.
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet.

OPENING PRAYER Andy Martin
HYMN Sing to God new songs of worship
CONFESSION
SONG Oh, God, he always keeps his promises

Children leave for their activities
NEWS

BIBLE READING Andrew Litchfield
Philippians 4:4-20 (page 1181)
SERMON Chris Hobbs
Giving is sweet!
PRAYERS Anna Luckwell
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER
SONG The mystery of the cross
Please collect your child from crèche
COMMUNION

GIVING PRESENTATION
HYMN I cannot tell
SONG Who has held the oceans in His
hands?

BLESSING

making and maturing
disciples of Jesus Christ

Sunday 20th January
Welcome to our 6.30pm Service

Andy Martin will be speaking on ‘Giving is exciting!’ (1 Chronicles 29:10-20)

You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer.

Refreshments are served in the foyer after the service, please stay and join us.
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet.

OPENING PRAYER Chris Hobbs
SONGS My heart is filled with thankfulness
Nothing but grace
HYMN I heard an old, old story

SONGS You called me from the grave by
name
When I survey the wondrous cross
BIBLE READING Melanie Britton
1 Chronicles 29:1-25 (page 433)

CONFESSION
PRAYERS Nick Devas
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER

SERMON Andy Martin
Giving is exciting!
SONG I will offer up my life

GIVING PRESENTATION
BLESSING
NEWS

Giving is sweet!

Philippians 4:14-20

Christian giving is:

1. Motivated by the gospel (v14-16)

2. Rewarded by God (v17)

3. Pleasing to God (v18)

4. Underwritten by God (v19-20)

What I have learned
- to praise God for
- to confess to God
- to ask God for
Missed a sermon recently? Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources)

Giving is exciting!

1 Chronicles 29:1-25

1 Chronicles?
•
•
•

1 Chronicles 29:10-20
When we give:
1. We give to the God who has everything (10-13)
2. We give what God has given to us (14-16)
3. We give so that God’s King can build God’s Temple (16-20)

So what?

•

Give joyfully

•

Give generously

•

Give willingly

What I have learned
- to praise God for
- to confess to God
- to ask God for
Missed a sermon recently? Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources)

Leaving well
Dear Friends,
I will never forget the sight of Archbishop Peter Jensen joining our family one morning for
Bible reading and prayer after breakfast, wearing his pyjamas and dressing gown. And I will
remember him for something more, and that is the clarity and faithfulness of his
leadership, most recently as General Secretary of GAFCON until January. Here, from his
parting blog, is a sample of that clarity and faithfulness:
Commenting on Paul’s words about those who preach ‘another Jesus’ and a ‘different
gospel’ (2 Corinthians 11:4), he writes: “The Gospel is not some children’s game, or some
therapy to make us feel better. It is deadly serious. And it needs to be preached faithfully, in
its full-orbed truth. It is about the salvation of sinners from hell…
“In our times, the tendency is to omit two absolutely vital parts of this: First, the fact that
we are faced with the choice between life and death. We fail to preach judgement, because
we do not want to offend. Instead we preach a Christ who will fulfil all our desires – for
money, for success, for happiness, because we cannot believe in eternal life and eternal
death.
“Second, we omit the summons to repentance which is integral to the true Gospel. For
there is no salvation unless we turn away from ourselves and entrust ourselves to Christ as
Lord. Our aim as Christians is to please him in all things, because we have received
forgiveness through his death on the cross for us and we are now in his kingdom.”
Thank God for leaders like him, and may he raise up many more!
Yours warmly, in Christ,
Chris Hobbs (Senior Minister/Vicar)

Feb 3 at 6.30pm
How is Christianity different
to other religions?
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Sundays at St Stephens
10am service, family friendly with activities
for children (crèche – Y6)
4pm service, family friendly with activities
for children and young people (crèche – Y9)
Cross Section (Y10-13)
5.30-7.00pm, toasties included
6.30pm service, relaxed and informal

This Week
Sun
20

Cross Section (Y10-13) 5.30-7.00pm,
toasties included.

Tue
22

Children’s and Youth Team Meeting.
7.45pm in the Tyndale Room.

Wed
23

Day Centre (for older people)
10am-2.30pm

‘Living without worry’, with Tim Lane. 7pm at
Monyhull Church B30 3PS. Open to everyone.
No cost. Follows day conference ‘Unstuck:
break free from ungodly habits and
behaviours’. 10am-4pm. For those
involved in church leadership or pastoral
care. Cost £10/15. Booking
necessary. Flyers in the foyer.
Cross-Section Bible Study (Y10-13)
4.30-5.30pm
Explorers (Y2-6) 6.00 – 7.00pm
Club114 (Y7-9) 6.30 – 8.00pm
Life Explored continues. 8-9.30pm at
Church. Speak to Andy Martin to find
out more.
Thu
24

Fri
25

Stay and Play baby and toddler
group. 10.00-11.30am

Church Family Walk. 1.30pm
meeting at Nimmings Wood car park,
Clent. B62 0NL. See information rack
for more details.
Sat
26

Sun
27

Cross Section (Y10-13) 5.30-7.00pm,
toasties included.

Looking Ahead
Jan
28

Women's book club are now reading
Crazy Busy by Kevin Deyoung. Speak to
Elizabeth Barry to find out more.

Feb
2

Sex…a better story. Agape’s Family Life
bring you this vision and equipping day
together at the Solihull Renewal Centre.
Flyers in the foyer.

Mar
10

Suffering Church Prayer Breakfast.
8.30-9.30am in the Cranmer Room.

Apr
9

Parenting Evening. More details to
follow in the next few weeks.

Church Family Weekend Away 2019.
Jun
We will be going to Hothorpe Hall,
28-30 please put the date in your diary and
plan to join us. We do need a team of
people to help run the weekend, if you are
interested get in touch with Mark Checketts.

News and Requests

Wanted: Ministry Trainees, Sep 2019-Aug 2020.
Spend a year serving the church and learning
gospel ministry. A great way to see if gospel
ministry is right for you long-term. Details from
Chris Hobbs/Parish Office.
‘Thank you’ gift for Jem Huggins. We would
love to make a gift to Jem as she finishes as
Administrator. Please give cash or cheques
only to Chris Hobbs by Sunday 3rd
February (cheques payable to ’St Stephen and St
Wulstan PCC).
‘All Things New’ OMF conference 1-3 March (or
just 2 Mar). Bible teaching from Hugh Palmer and
sessions on work across East Asia. See Mark &
Rebekah Fox for details.
University of Birmingham CU have their Events
Week at the end of January. If you would like to
make a financial gift please do so marking your
donation “UBCU”. And please pray for them and
for Pete Dray, the speaker.

