making and maturing
disciples of Jesus Christ
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Sunday 19 May
Welcome to our 10.00am Service

We are continuing the story of Nehemiah with ‘God the builder’ (Nehemiah 3-4) and
we will be sharing The Lord’s Supper.
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been a
Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a Welcome
Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a Welcome
Card – both are available in the foyer.
There is a Crèche for under 3’s in the Cranmer Room.
Sunday Club (age 3–Y6) Question of the Week: Who can God use to build his people?

Refreshments are served in the Foyer after the service, please stay and join us.
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet.

PRAYER OF PREPARATION Andy Martin
SONG How great the chasm
CONFESSION
SONG It’s a light and a hammer
NEWS

Children leave for their activities
SONG How good it is to sing
BIBLE READING Chris Stonehouse
Nehemiah 3:1-5, 28-32 (page 486)
Nehemiah 4:1-23

SERMON Chris Hobbs
God the builder
PRAYERS Chris Porter
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER
SONG Here is love
COMMUNION
HYMN Stand up, stand up for Jesus
Please collect your child from crèche
CLOSING PRAYER
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Sunday 19th May
Welcome to our 4.00pm Service

We are continuing the story of Nehemiah with ‘God the builder’ (Nehemiah 3-4) and we
will be sharing The Lord’s Supper.
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer.
There is a Crèche for under 3’s in the Church.
Sunday Club (age 3–Y6) meet in the foyer before the service starts.
Club114 (Y7-9) meet in Church after the sermon to discuss what we have learnt.
Cross Section (Y10-13) meet after the service in the Tyndale Room?
Question of the Week: Who can God use to build his people?
Refreshments are served in the Foyer from 3.45pm before the service.
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet.

WELCOME Andy Martin

Club 114 leave for their discussion

NEWS

QUESTIONS, INSIGHTS & TESTIMONY

SONGS How great the chasm
How good it is to sing

SONG It’s a light and a hammer

OPENING PRAYER
PRAYERS Andy Walker
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER
BIBLE READING Andrew Litchfield
Nehemiah 3:1-5, 28-32 (page 486)
Nehemiah 4:1-23
SERMON Chris Hobbs
God the builder

Please collect your child from crèche
CONFESSION
COMMUNION
SONG Here is love
CLOSING PRAYER
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Sunday 19th May
Welcome to our 6.30pm Service

We continue in the Gospel of Mark with ‘The King is here’ (Mark 1:1-15).
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer.

Refreshments are served in the Foyer after the service, please stay and join us.
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet.

OPENING PRAYER Chris Hobbs

HYMN Before the throne of God above
SONG He’s our rescuer

HYMN Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

SONGS God the uncreated one
Who could know your thoughts?

PRAYERS Rebekah Fox
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER

CONFESSION
NEWS
BIBLE READINGS Melanie Britton
Deuteronomy 17:14-20 (page 196)
Mark 1:1-15 (page 1002)
SERMON Andy Martin
The King is here

SONG Awake, awake O Zion
CLOSING PRAYER

Sermon Notes

God’s Building Project (Nehemiah)
Nehemiah 3 – 4: God the builder

1. God’s people work together (ch. 3)

2. God’s people fight together (ch. 4)

What I have learned
- to praise God for
- to confess to God
- to ask God for

Missed a sermon recently? Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources)

Sermon Notes

Long Live the King (Mark)
Mark 1:1-15: The King is here

1. Here is the real King; don’t settle for less (9-13)

2. Here is the real message; don’t water it down (14-15)

What I have learned
- to praise God for
- to confess to God
- to ask God for
Missed a sermon recently? Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources)

You have saved the best till now
Dear Friends,
I enjoyed the story this week of diners in Manchester who had the happy experience of
being served a bottle of wine worth 17 times as much as the one they had ordered. They
had ordered a £260 bottle of Bordeaux and received instead a bottle of Chateau le Pin
Pomerol 2001 costing £4500. The restaurant’s founder Will Beckett said: ”At that kind of
level you're into a rarity, a flavour profile you won't find anywhere else.” I should think so
too!
It makes you wonder what the guests were thinking at another dinner when they too were
served an unusually good wine. I’m thinking, of course, of the wedding party in Cana, where
Jesus didn’t simply pick up the wrong bottle but actually changed water into wine, and not
just one bottle either but the equivalent of something like 800! As the master of the
banquet said, “You have saved the best till now” (John 2:10).
What Jesus brings is so much better than anything that came before him. All that was
promise; he brings the fulfillment of the promises, nothing less than eternal life – life with
God who is eternal. And if that’s what the master of the banquet said then, what will we be
saying at the great banquet at the end of time? “What no eye has seen, what no ear has
heard, and what no human mind has conceived – [these are] the things God has prepared
for those who love him” (1 Corinthians 2:9). Enjoy!
Yours warmly, in Christ,
Chris Hobbs (Senior Minister/Vicar)

Jesus: Myth, Legend or History?
The Christian faith is based around the historical figure of Jesus
of Nazareth, but can we really know anything about him – his life,
his death, his resurrection?
Dr Peter Williams, Principal of Tyndale House, Cambridge, will
be speaking on Tues 4

th

June, 7 – 9.30pm at the ICC.

The evening includes a light buffet, a presentation and extended
time of Q&A with Dr Williams.

Senior Minister (Vicar) Chris Hobbs
Associate Minister Andy Martin
Parish Office St Stephen’s Church,
Serpentine Road, Selly Park,
Birmingham B29 7HU, 0121 472 8253
office@sssw.org.uk
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Sundays at St Stephens
10am service, family friendly with activities
for children (crèche – Y6)
3.45 for 4pm service, family friendly with
activities for children and young people
(crèche – Y9)
6.30pm service, relaxed and informal

This Week
Tue
21

Rooted for students. 6.30-9.00pm at
St Wulstans, food included

PCC meeting. The main items on the agenda
are on the noticeboard in the Foyer.
Wed
22

Day Centre (for older people)
10am-2.30pm

Cross Section Bible Study (Y10-13)
4.30-5.30pm
Explorers (Y2-6) 6.00 – 7.00pm
Club114 (Y7-9) 6.30 – 8.00pm.
Thu
23

Fri
24

Stay and Play baby and toddler
group 10.00-11.30am

“Prayer and Fasting Day”. A one-day
Sat
event at Central House in Birmingham
25
aimed at Christians who would like to
pray for people from a Muslim background,
especially those who take part in Ramadan.
Pick up a flyer from the Foyer for more
details.
Sun
26

Cross Section (Y10-13) 5.30-7.00pm,
toasties included.

Looking Ahead
Jesus: Myth, Legend or History? Tickets
now available on Chaplaincy Plus
website:
https://chaplaincyplus.org.uk/events/dr-peterwilliams. Use code SSSW1 to get discounted
tickets for £10.
Jun
4

Jun
9

Church Family Picnic Lunch after the
10am service. Please plan to come and
enjoy fellowship together. More details
to follow.

Women’s book club are reading ‘Daring
to Hope’ by Katie Davis Majors, about
suffering, unanswered prayers and
trusting God throughout. Speak to
Elizabeth Barry or Chris Stonehouse.
Jun
10

Jun
22

Putting the Gospel First: Birmingham
Diocesan Evangelical Fellowship with
the Rt Revd David Urquhart at
Birmingham Cathedral, 10am. Flyers in

the Foyer.
Jun
28-30

Weekend Away 2019. ‘Running the
Race’, with Wallace and Lindsay Benn.
Deadline to sign up 2nd June.

Explore: A Sceptic’s Guide to Jesus.
Glen Scrivener will be joining us for a
long weekend to address questions
like “Just who is Jesus, Why is he
Important, What did he do?” Please save the
dates and start thinking about and praying for
people to invite.
Jul
11-14

News and Requests
Recorded talks from the ‘Unashamed’ Midland
Men’s Convention 2018 are now available to
listen to: www.sssw.org.uk/unashamed
including Glen Scrivener, Dan Strange, Dai
Hankey and Ben Putt.
Gas BBQ with gas bottle free, see Mike Jones.

