making and maturing
disciples of Jesus Christ

Sunday 18th November
Welcome to our 10.00am Service

In church we will be looking at ‘Jesus: Dead’ (Luke 23:44-56) and we will be sharing the
Lord’s Supper.

You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer.
There is a Crèche for under 3’s in the Cranmer Room.
Ask a member of Sunday Club: How do we know that Jesus really did die?
Refreshments are served in the foyer after the service, please stay and join us.
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet.

OPENING PRAYER Andy Martin

SERMON Chris Hobbs
Jesus: Dead

HYMN Sing to God new songs of worship
SONG Our God is a great big God

CONFESSION

NEWS
Children leave for their activities
PRESENTATION on the Suffering Church
PRAYERS Anne Ruck
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER
SONG In days of peace and days of rest
BIBLE READINGS Pippa Nicolson
Psalm 31 (page 559)
Luke 23:44-56 (page 1060)

SONG Rock of ages
Please collect your child from crèche
COMMUNION
HYMN O, to see the dawn
CLOSING PRAYER
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Sunday 18 November
Welcome to our 4.00pm Service

In church we will be looking at ‘Jesus: Dead’ (Luke 23:44-56) and we will be sharing the
Lord’s Supper.
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer.
There is a Crèche for under 3’s in the Cranmer Room.
Ask a member of Sunday Club: How do we know that Jesus really did die?
Ask Club114 and Cross Section: What the signs that happen as Jesus died meant?
Club114 meet during the service, Cross Section meet afterwards.

Refreshments are served in the foyer after the service, please stay and join us.
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet.

OPENING PRAYER Andy Martin

SERMON Chris Hobbs
Jesus: Dead

HYMN Sing to God new songs of worship
SONG Our God is a great big God

CONFESSION

NEWS
Children leave for their activities
PRESENTATION on the Suffering Church
PRAYERS Amy Walker
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER
SONG In days of peace and days of rest
BIBLE READINGS Andy Walker
Psalm 31 (page 559)
Luke 23:44-56 (page 1060)

SONG Rock of ages
Please collect your child from crèche
COMMUNION
HYMN O, to see the dawn
CLOSING PRAYER
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Sunday 18th November
Welcome to our 6.30pm Service

Andy Martin will be speaking on ‘Terrible times’ (2 Timothy 3:1-9)

You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer.

Refreshments are served in the foyer after the service, please stay and join us.
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet.

OPENING PRAYER Chris Hobbs
HYMN I will sing the wondrous story
SONG I come into your presence
PRESENTATION on the Suffering Church
CONFESSION
PRAYERS Imogen Prasad
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER
NEWS
SONGS God the uncreated one
As we gather

BIBLE READINGS Mark Fox
Exodus 6:20-7:13 (page 63)
2 Timothy 3:1-9 (page 1196)
SERMON Andy Martin
Terrible times
HYMN Here is love
SONG By faith
CLOSING PRAYER

Jesus: Dead

Luke 23:44-56

What I have learned
- to praise God for
- to confess to God
- to ask God for

Missed a sermon recently? Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources)

Unashamed
Terrible times

2 Timothy 3:1-9

What I have learned
- to praise God for
- to confess to God
- to ask God for
Missed a sermon recently? Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources)

Earth’s proud empires
Dear Friends,
It’s been another exciting week in British politics, with government ministers resigning over the
proposed Brexit deal and speculation of a no confidence vote on the Prime Minister’s
leadership. Although it’s the kind of excitement that makes you long for boredom instead!
Some at least can see a funny side, and comedian David Baddiel tweeted: “I feel I should take
the job of Brexit Secretary now. If only so that when I resign, Theresa May can finally be proved
right that No Deal is better than a Baddiel.”
The uncertainty is destabilising and it’s easy to get anxious and even to panic. We need to
remember that all earthly kingdoms will ultimately disappoint, whether that’s the ‘kingdom’ of
the European Union or the United Kingdom or a transatlantic alliance with the United States or
a free trade deal with the rest of the world. But there is a kingdom that will outlast them all,
“the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he will reign for ever and ever” (Revelation
11:15).
As I reflected on these events a phrase came into my head: “earth’s proud empires”. I
eventually found it in the hymn, ‘The day Thou gavest, Lord, is ended’. The final verse reads: “So
be it, Lord: Thy throne shall never, like earth’s proud empires, pass away; Thy kingdom stands,
and grows for ever, till all Thy creatures own Thy sway.” And so we pray, “Thy kingdom come.”
Yours warmly, in Christ,
Chris Hobbs (Senior Minister/Vicar)
#MeettheFamily (more on Facebook and Instagram)
Many of you will know that Sarah sadly died on Sat 20 Oct. No post could do
justice to the wonderful, fun, kind person Sarah was; most importantly,
though, she was a follower of Jesus. She had many ups and downs through
the years, but in everything she was able to see God's love for her as his
child. This is what she wrote a year or so ago:
"I have been diagnosed with a highly malignant brain tumour. I have again
found that I have come to know more of God’s love for me - his rebellious
child - through this time. I have seen God’s amazing provision in so many
details of my life. I know that being God’s child depends entirely on God’s
grace, displayed in Jesus’s death and resurrection. I know that whether I live
or die, I will be with him.”
We praise God for the gift of knowing Sarah, and she will be sorely missed. At
the same time we rejoice in the certainty that she is at home with her Father
in heaven.
Senior Minister (Vicar) Chris Hobbs
Assistant Minister Andy Martin
Parish Office St Stephen’s Church,
Serpentine Road, Selly Park,
Birmingham B29 7HU, 0121 472 8253
jem.huggins@sssw.org.uk

www.sssw.org.uk
@ssswchurch
@ssswchurch

Sundays at St Stephens
10am, a family friendly service with activities
for children (crèche – Y6)
4pm, a family friendly service with activities
for children and young people (crèche – Y9)
Cross Section (Y10-13)
5.30-7.00pm, toasties included
6.30pm service, more relaxed and informal.

This Week
Suffering Church Sunday. Vaughan
Thomas from Open Doors will be
with us. There will be Church Family
lunch, after which (1-2 pm) Vaughan will
share about Open Doors. There will be
activities provided for the children.
Suggested donation £3 per person. All
welcome.
Sun
18

Cross Section (Y10-13) 5.30-7.00pm, toasties
included.
Cosmic Christianity – Do science
and Christianity mix? Birmingham
Town Hall, 7.30-9.30pm. To book
visit:www.chaplaincyplus.org.uk/events/john
-lennox, to get discount use code: SSSW1
Almost sold out - get your ticket today before
it is too late! We are looking for a couple of
volunteers to help on the evening. You would
need to be available at the Town Hall by
6.30pm. Please talk to Andy if you can help.
Mon
19

Wed
21

Day Centre (for older people)
10am-2.30pm

Cross-Section Bible Study (Y10-13)
4.30-5.30pm
Explorers (Y2-6) 6.00 – 7.00pm
Club114 (Y7-9) 6.30 – 8.00pm
Thu
22

Fri
23

Stay and Play (baby and toddler
Group) 10.00-11.30am

Sat
24

Maintenance Morning. 9.30am 1.00pm, All welcome, even for an
hour. Tools supplied.

Looking Ahead
Nov
30

Christmas Craft Evening, 7.30-9.15pm at
St Stephens, with paper crafting. Tickets
on ChurchSuite, or from the Parish
Office.

Dec
1

Church Family Walk. Meeting at
Alvechurch Station at 1.30pm. Speak to
the Checketts to find out more.

Dec
8

Christmas Adventure. 2.00-4.00pm.
£6 per family. This fun-filled afternoon
has bible stories, craft, café, live animals
& more! See Helen Buckley for a ticket.

Unstuck; break free from ungodly
habits and behaviours. Midlands Gospel
Partnership Day Conference with Tim
Lane. 10.00-4.00pm at Monyhull Church, with a
free evening session ‘Living without worry’ from
7.00pm. More details on cost and booking soon.
Jan
23

Women's book club are now reading
Crazy Busy by Kevin Deyoung. All women
welcome! Speak to Elizabeth Barry or
Chris Stonehouse for more information.
Jan
28

News and Requests
Christmas Adventure Volunteers needed for
some cutting out and present wrapping.
Lots of other jobs needed too, sign up in the
foyer or speak to Helen.
Finance update: September quarterly report

Description

9
months
Actual

9
months
Budget

Movement

Income

195,329

192,348

2,981

Expenditure

199,555

192,528

7,027

Surplus/(deficit)

(4,226)

(180)

(4,046)

The funding of the Assistant Minister, which was not
in the budget, mainly causes the deficit.

Big Question for November
Do science and
Christianity mix?

