
making and maturing  
disciples of Jesus Christ  

Welcome to our 10.00am Service  
 We will think about what it means to: ‘Stick to the gospel’ (1 Corinthians 15:1-11) and 
we will be sharing The Lord’s Supper. 
 

 
 
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been a 
Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a Welcome 
Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a Welcome 
Card – both are available in the foyer. 
 
There is a Crèche for under 3’s in the Cranmer Room. 
Sunday Club (age 3–Y6) Question of the Week: What is the Good News (gospel) that can save us? 
 

 
Refreshments are served in the Foyer after the service, please stay and join us. 
 
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet. 
 

 

PRAYER OF PREPARATION Chris Hobbs 
 
SONG  See, what a morning 
 
CONFESSION  
 
SONG  For God so loved the world 
 
Children leave for their activities 
 
NEWS 
 
SONG  What gift of grace is Jesus my 

 Redeemer 
 
BIBLE READINGS   Pippa Nicolson 
Luke 24:13-35 (page 1061) 
1 Corinthians 15:1-11 (page 1155) 
 
 

 
SERMON Andy Martin 
Stick to the gospel 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 
PRAYERS   Chris Stonehouse 
 
HYMN  I hear the Saviour say 
Please collect your child from crèche 
 
COMMUNION 
 
HYMN Amazing grace 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 
 

Sunday 17th March  
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Welcome to our 4.00pm Service  
  We will think about what it means to: ‘Stick to the gospel’ (1 Corinthians 15:1-11) and 

   we will be sharing The Lord’s Supper. 
 
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been 
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a 
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a 
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer. 
 
There is a Crèche for under 3’s in the Cranmer Room. 
Sunday Club (age 3–Y6) meet upstairs in the Tyndale Room. 
Club114 (Y7-9) meet in the Cranmer Room.  
Cross Section (Y10-12) meet after the service in the Tyndale Room. 
Question of the Week: What is the Good News (gospel) that can save us? 
 

 

Refreshments are served in the Foyer after the service, please stay and join us. 
 
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet. 

PRAYER OF PREPARATION Chris Hobbs 
 
SONG  See, what a morning 
 
CONFESSION  
 
SONG  For God so loved the world 
 
Children leave for their activities 
 
NEWS 
 
SONG  What gift of grace is Jesus my 

 Redeemer 
 
BIBLE READINGS   Andy Litchfield 
Luke 24:13-35 (page 1061) 
1 Corinthians 15:1-11 (page 1155) 
 

SERMON Andy Martin 
Stick to the gospel 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 
PRAYERS   Sam Allen 
 
HYMN  I hear the Saviour say 
Please collect your child from crèche 
 
COMMUNION 
 
HYMN Amazing grace 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 
 

Sunday 17th March  



Welcome to our 6.30pm Service 
We continue with the story of Joseph and ‘Too good to be true?’  (Genesis 43-45:1-28). 

 
 
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been 
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a 
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a 
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Refreshments are served in the Foyer after the service, please stay and join us. 

 
 
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet. 
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CONFESSION 
 

PRAYERS David Sydenham 
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

NEWS 
 

SONG Leaning on the everlasting arms 

 

THE NICENE CREED 
 

SONG Through all life’s sorrows and 

            despairs 
 

CLOSING PRAYER 

OPENING PRAYER  Andy Martin 
 
SONGS  All hail the power of Jesus’ name 

    I want to know you 

 
BIBLE READING James Bowles 
Genesis 45:1-28 (page 50) 
 

SERMON  Chris Hobbs 
Too good to be true? 

 

SONGS What gift of grace is Jesus my  

               Redeemer 

               Holy Father, rich in mercy 
 

Sunday 17th March  



Church united        1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
Stick to the gospel    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Missed a sermon recently?  Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources) 
 

What I have learned 
- to praise God for 
 
- to confess to God 
 
- to ask God for 



Joseph: Intended for Good                 Genesis 45:1-28 
Too good to be true? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. God is sovereign 
 
 
 
 
2. We are responsible 
 
 
 
 
3. Evil is evil 
 
 
 
 
4. God is good 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Missed a sermon recently?  Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources) 

 

What I have learned 
- to praise God for 
 
- to confess to God 
 
- to ask God for 



Senior Minister (Vicar) Chris Hobbs   
Assistant Minister Andy Martin 
Parish Office  St Stephen’s Church,  
Serpentine Road,  Selly Park,   
Birmingham B29 7HU,  0121 472 8253  
office@sssw.org.uk    

 
Esther 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Esther was a teenager when Boko Haram militants attacked her village in Nigeria’s Borno 
state.  She spent three years in captivity.  Offered the choice between marriage and slavery, 
she chose to be a slave.  She was still married off to a man who already had three wives.  
Intimidation and sexual abuse followed.  She says, “Each passing day, I hated myself more 
and more.  I felt that God had forsaken me.”  Yet she couldn’t let go of God: “There were 
times when I was so angry with God, but I still could not get myself to renounce Him.” 
 
She eventually escaped with three other women, but she was pregnant and with no idea 
who the father was.  At first her family was delighted to have her back.  But then the reality 
of her pregnancy began to tell.  She was put under pressure to have an abortion, even by her 
own grandmother.  People said the baby belonged to Boko Haram and nobody wanted the 
child.  And when Esther gave birth to Rebecca, her daughter was called ‘Baby Boko.’ 
 
Now aged 20, Esther has survived, her faith intact, thanks to a programme run by Open 
Doors local church partners, showing her compassion and giving her trauma counselling 
and Bible teaching.  Of Rebecca she can say, “I had no idea how I would ever be able to love 
this child … She has become my joy and laughter.”  And incredibly she speaks of God’s love 
for her: “I know that God loves me, and I cannot describe all the good things he has done for 
me.  God loves me so much, I think I am the one God loves most in the world.”  [From Open 
Doors magazine, March 2019]. 
 
Yours warmly, in Christ, 
Chris Hobbs (Senior Minister/Vicar) 

www.sssw.org.uk  

@ssswchurch 

@ssswchurch 

 
Next Big Question: 

Apr 7 at 6.30pm 
 

One God… Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit? Make your mind up. 



  

 
 

Parenting Evening. ‘Raising Kids: when 
life is crazy-busy.’ 7.45pm for 
refreshments, 8.00pm start. Pick up a 
flyer from the Foyer. Sign up on  

   Church Suite or contact the office. 
 

Annual Meeting. 8.00pm in Church, 
coffee from 7.30pm. Please see 
noticeboard for nomination forms for 
churchwardens, PCC members and 

Deanery Synod reps to be elected at this 
meeting. See flyer for further details. 
 
 

‘Being an Evangelical in the Church of 
England – Challenges and 
Opportunities’, 7.45-9.15pm with Rev Dr 
Ian Paul. The first meeting of the new 

Birmingham Diocesan Fellowship! Open to all. 
Flyers in the Foyer. 
 
 

Church Family Weekend Away 2019. 
‘Running the Race’, with Wallace and 
Lindsay Benn. Please aim to join us.  
 

 
News and Requests 
A good read. All available on the bookstall. 
The Wonder of Easter – An Easter journey for the 
whole family (£5.50). 
The Beauty of the Cross – Reflections for Lent 
(£5). 
How to Walk into Church (£2.50) 
 

Marian Wood, an old member of St Stephen’s, 
sadly died on Tuesday 5 March.  Her funeral will 
be on Thursday 21 March, 1pm at St Mary’s 
Church, Nantwich, CW5 5RQ. 
 

Birmingham Passion Play 2019, 16-18 Apr. A 
unique contemporary retelling of the Easter 
story on the streets of Birmingham by Saltmine 
Theatre Company. For details of how to get 
involved see flyer in Foyer. 
 
 
 

Sundays at St Stephens 
10am service, family friendly with activities 
for children (crèche – Y6)  
4pm service, family friendly with activities 
for children and young people (crèche – Y9) 
6.30pm service, relaxed and informal 
 

Today 
Deadline for the ‘early bird’ discount rate 
(booking and payment) for our Church Family 
Weekend Away. Please book using Church 
Suite or contact the Parish Office. 
 

Cross Section (Y10-13)  5.30-7.00pm, toasties  
included. 
 

This Week 
Rooted for students. 6.30-9.00pm at 
St Wulstans, food included  
 
Day Centre (for older people). 10am-
2.30pm  
 
 
 

Cross-Section Bible Study (Y10-13) 
4.30-5.30pm 
Explorers (Y2-6) 6.00 – 7.00pm  

    Club114 (Y7-9) 6.30 – 8.00pm 
 

Stay and Play baby and toddler  
group. 10.00-11.30am 
 

 
 

Looking Ahead   
World Mission Sunday church family 
lunch plus a presentation on OMF's 
work in East Asia, 1-2 pm. Children's 
activities provided. Please join us! 

 
 

Afternoon Tea at the Vicarage 3-5pm, 
for those who are retired. Please ask 
Chris or Helen Hobbs for an 
invitation. 
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