
	

All-Age Carols  
 

16th December 2018, 10.00am 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES 
 
WELCOME AND OPENING PRAYER 
Chris Hobbs 
 
NEWS 
 
CAROL  Once in royal David’s city 
 
READING   Luke chapter 1, verses 26 - 38 
God sends an angel to tell Mary what will happen.  She will have a son named Jesus and 
he will be called the Son of God. 
26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, 
a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a 
descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, 
‘Greetings, you who are highly favoured! The Lord is with you.’ 
29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this 
might be. 30 But the angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favour 
with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him 
Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will 
give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants 
for ever; his kingdom will never end.’ 
34 ‘How will this be,’ Mary asked the angel, ‘since I am a virgin?’ 
35 The angel answered, ‘The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called[a] the Son of 
God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who 
was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word from God will 
ever fail.’ 
38 ‘I am the Lord’s servant,’ Mary answered. ‘May your word to me be fulfilled.’ Then the 
angel left her. 
 
CAROL Joy to the world 
 

 

  

Still to come this Christmas… 
Today 

Traditional Carols by Candlelight 6.30pm 
with Christmas refreshments 

 
Hush in the Rush 

Sun 23 Dec, 10.00am 
A reflective service, 

with activities for Children 
 

Christmas Eve 
Starlight Carols for All Ages, 4.00pm 

Midnight Communion, 11.30pm 
 

Christmas Day 
All Age Celebration 

with Holy Communion, 10.00am 
 

Our regular Sunday services are: 

10am service,  family friendly with 
activities for children (crèche – Y6)  

4pm service, family friendly with 
activities for children and young people 
(crèche – Y9) 

6.30pm service, relaxed and informal. 

Seven sessions featuring short 
films and Bible interaction. 

As it explores the Bible story, Life 
Explored shows how our deepest 
desires for happiness can only be 

satisfied in one person, Jesus 
Christ. The best gift God can give us 

is himself. 

 
Starts Thurs 10th Jan 8.00-9.30pm. 

 
Contact the Parish Office 

 to find out more; 
0121 472 8253, office@sssw.org.uk 



 	

READING  
Luke chapter 2, verses 8 - 20 
Some shepherds are the first to hear that Jesus has been born.  They learn that he is 
the Saviour and King whom God has promised. 
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields near by, keeping watch over their 
flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be 
afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in 
the town of David a Saviour has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This 
will be a sign to you: you will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.’ 
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising 
God and saying, 
14 ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace to those on whom his favour rests.’ 
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, ‘Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord 
has told us about.’ 
16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the 
manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been 
told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 
said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her 
heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they 
had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. 
 
GAME  Home sweet home 
 
CAROL  Away in a manger 
 
READING  
Luke chapter 15 verses 11-32 
Jesus tells threes tories to tell one big truth.  That he came to welcome sinners home. 
This parable shows us what we’re like and what God the Father is like. 
11 Jesus continued: ‘There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said to 
his father, “Father, give me my share of the estate.” So he divided his property between 
them. 
13 ‘Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant 
country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14 After he had spent 
everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in 
need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him 
to his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs 
were eating, but no one gave him anything. 
 

 
17 ‘When he came to his senses, he said, “How many of my father’s hired servants 
have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back to 
my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.19 I 
am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired 
servants.” 20 So he got up and went to his father. 
‘But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with 
compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms round him and kissed him. 
21 ‘The son said to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am 
no longer worthy to be called your son.” 
22 ‘But the father said to his servants, “Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. 
Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. 
Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; 
he was lost and is found.” So they began to celebrate. 
25 ‘Meanwhile, the elder son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard 
music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked him what was 
going on. 27 “Your brother has come,” he replied, “and your father has killed the 
fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.” 
28 ‘The elder brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and 
pleaded with him. 29 But he answered his father, “Look! All these years I’ve been 
slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young 
goat so I could celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours who has 
squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for 
him!” 
31 ‘“My son,” the father said, “you are always with me, and everything I have is 
yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was 
dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.”’ 

CAROL See him lying on a bed of straw 

TALK    Driving home for Christmas     Helen Buckley 

CAROL Hark! The herald angels sing 

CLOSING PRAYER 

Please stay for Christmas refreshments! 
 
 
 
 


