making and maturing
disciples of Jesus Christ

Sunday 16th September
Welcome to our 10.00am Service

Andy Martin will be speaking; ‘The Untouchables’ from Acts 10:1-11:30
and we will be sharing the Lord’s Supper
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer.
There is a Crèche for under 3’s in the Cranmer Room.
This term in Sunday Club we will be mainly following the sermon series. Today we are looking
at Acts 10. We will see that the good news of Jesus is for absolutely everyone, everywhere!
Refreshments are served in the foyer after the service, please stay and join us.
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet.

OPENING PRAYER Chris Hobbs
HYMN Crown him with many crowns
CONFESSION
SONG O God, he always keeps his promises
NEWS children leave for their activities
SONG When my hope and strength is gone
BIBLE READING Ian Butler
Acts 10:1-48 (page 1103)

SERMON Andy Martin
The Untouchables
PRAYERS Gill Sinclair
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER
SONGS He pierced for our transgressions
Holy God in love became
Please collect your child from crèche
COMMUNION
HYMN All hail the power of Jesus’ name
BLESSING

making and maturing
disciples of Jesus Christ

Sunday 16th September
Welcome to our 4.00pm Service

Andy Martin will be speaking; ‘The Untouchables’ from Acts 10:1-11:30
and we will be sharing the Lord’s Supper
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer.
There is a Crèche for under 3’s in the Cranmer Room.
Ask Sunday Club who the good news of Jesus is for, and how do we know?
Ask Club114 what God has to say about exams.
Cross Section meet after the service, and will be looking at the fall (Genesis 3).
Refreshments are served in the foyer after the service, please stay and join us.
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet.

OPENING PRAYER Chris Hobbs
HYMN Crown him with many crowns
CONFESSION
SONG O God, he always keeps his promises
NEWS children leave for their activities
SONG When my hope and strength is gone
BIBLE READING Peter Scurlock
Acts 10:1-48 (page 1103)

SERMON Andy Martin
The Untouchables
PRAYERS Andy Walker
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER
SONGS He pierced for our transgressions
Holy God in love became
Please collect your child from crèche
COMMUNION
HYMN All hail the power of Jesus’ name
BLESSING

making and maturing
disciples of Jesus Christ

Sunday 16th September
Welcome to our 6.30pm Service

Chris Hobbs will be speaking; ‘A new heart’ (Ezekiel 36:24-30)

You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer.

Refreshments are served in the foyer after the service, please stay and join us.
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet.

OPENING PRAYER Andy Martin

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

HYMN To God be the glory
SONGS Early morning, break of dawn
There is a hope

CONFESSION

BIBLE READINGS Jeanne Glenn
Ezekiel 36:16-38 (page 867)
John 3:1-15 (page 1065)
SERMON Chris Hobbs
A new heart
SONGS Up to the hill of Calvary
I want to know you

PRAYERS Tony Ball
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER
NEWS
HYMN Love divine
BLESSING

Peter: Agent of Change
The Untouchables

Acts 10-11:30

Are we just a local bible Club?

•

Two visions (10:1-16)

•

Two arrivals (10:17-29)

•

Two speeches (10:30-43)

•

Two confirmations (10:44-11:18)

•

One new church (11:19-30)

So what?
1. Grasp the depth of God’s love and trust the Saviour

2. Grasp the breadth of God’s love and tell the world

What I have learned
- to praise God for
- to confess to God
- to ask God for
Missed a sermon recently? Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources)

What God promises
A new heart

Ezekiel 36:24-30

1. Why is there hope? God is holy (v16-23)
• God must judge (v16-19)

• God must do more than judge (v20-23)

2. What is the hope? God changes hearts (v24-32)
• ‘I will cleanse you’ (v25)

• ‘I will give you a new heart’ (v26-27)

What I have learned
- to praise God for
- to confess to God
- to ask God for
Missed a sermon recently? Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources)

Me Too
Dear Friends,
“I’m hungry and anxious and controlling and ashamed and angry and sad. I’m sinful.” So
writes Emma Scrivener in her new book A New Day. It is a searingly honest account of her
struggles, and yet a supremely hopeful one as she demonstrates how to bring each of these
things to Christ – to find that he is the one who satisfies our hunger, reduces our anxiety,
really is in control, bore our shame along with our sin, puts everything right and offers real
hope.
I could have written “Me too” alongside her words. I too am hungry and anxious and
controlling and ashamed and angry and sad. I too am sinful in all of those ways (not all of
them all the time, but each of them some of the time). And my guess is that you are too.
That quotation comes in a section headed “A community of wounded healers.” She is talking
about the church. We are the wounded healers. Well, we are all wounded. The question is
whether we will also be healers. She quotes Henri Nouwen: “We all are wounded people.
The main question is not, ‘How can we hide our wounds?’ so we don’t have to be
embarrassed, but, ‘How can we put our woundedness in the service of others?’ When our
wounds cease to be a source of shame, and become a source of healing, we have become
wounded healers.” Thankfully, our Saviour is the ultimate wounded healer, who shows us
his wounds and is not ashamed either of them or of us.
Warmly, in Christ,
Chris Hobbs (Senior Minister/Vicar)
#MeettheFamily (more on Facebook and Instagram)
Bethan is a trumpet-playing Music student, brunch enthusiast, Birmingham’s
biggest fan and a follower of Jesus.
She spent a long time trying, (and failing!), to be good enough. Maybe she
looked pretty good on the surface but, no matter how hard she tried, she
always felt guilty and selfish underneath. But now she knows Jesus! She can
trust in God’s strength instead of her own, and doesn’t have to feel guilty all
the time because the Bible tells us that “there is now no condemnation for
those who are in Christ Jesus.” (Romans 8:1). She still often falls short, but how
exciting to know that it’s through Jesus’ perfect life, rather than her own, that
she can be right with God! God’s grace is really amazing! She longs to become
more like Jesus, the one who has saved her, and prays that she would keep her
eyes fixed on him at uni this year.
Senior Minister (Vicar) Chris Hobbs
Assistant Minister Andy Martin
Parish Office St Stephen’s Church,
Serpentine Road, Selly Park,
Birmingham B29 7HU, 0121 472 8253
jem.huggins@sssw.org.uk

www.sssw.org.uk
@ssswchurch
@ssswchurch

Sundays at St Stephens
10am, a family friendly service with activities
for children (crèche – Y6)
4pm, a family friendly service with activities
for children and young people (crèche – Y9)
Cross Section (Y10-13)
5.30 – 7.00pm, toasties included
6.30pm service, a more relaxed and informal
service.

This Week
Women’s Book Group are meeting to
discuss 'None Like Him' by Jen Wilkin,
speak to Chris Stonehouse or
Elizabeth Barry for more information.
Mon
17

Wed
19
Thu
20

Fri
21

Day Centre (for older people)
10am – 2.30pm
Cross-Section Bible Study (Y10-13)
4.30-5.30pm
Explorers (Y2-6) 6.00 – 7.00pm
Club114 (Y7-9) 6.30 – 8.00pm
Stay and Play (baby and toddler
Group) 10.00-11.30am

Looking Ahead
Youth Weekend Away. At the Gaines.
For anyone in senior school. £75 per
person, with an earlybird rate of £70 if
paid by Sept 16. Speak to Tom if you’d like to
know more about the cost. Deadline for signing
up is Sept 23. Leaflets in the information rack.
Oct
5-7

Christianity Explored starts.
8-9.30pm. Over seven weeks dig
deeper into Christian faith in a relaxed
and friendly environment.
Oct
11

Men’s Breakfast. 8-9.30am. Please
join us for breakfast, a talk, and a
chance to chat and pray together.
Speak to Ben Barker, Rob Davies, Chris
Stonehouse if you would like to know
more. Further details to follow.
Midlands Women’s Convention
Renewal Conference Centre, Solihull. ‘Now I
See’, John 9.
Oct
13

Nov
3

Midlands Men’s Convention.
Cornerstone Church, Nottingham.
‘Unashamed. The Gospel: The better
story.’

Lunch for Archdeacon Michael Araru
from Marsabit (Kenya) at the Martins.
Please come if you would like to find
out more about the work in Marsabit. Let the
Martins know if you are planning to come.
Cross Section (Y10-13)
5.30 – 7.00pm, toasties included

Cosmic Christianity. Birmingham
Town Hall, 7.30-9.30pm. John Lennox
is speaking at this ‘Is Faith Reasonable’
event. Tickets £15, or £5 with special
code. To book visit:
www.chaplaincyplus.org.uk/events/johnlennox, to get discount use code: SSSW1

Open House Lunch. if
you are new, on your
own for lunch or simply
would like to get to know people in church
better, why not try an 'Open House lunch' they will be running every week for the next 6
weeks. Just let the hosts know you would like
to attend, get an address and pitch up!
Sept 23:

News and Requests

Sun
23

Sept 23 & 30
Oct 7, 14, 21 & 10

There are weekly Fellowship Groups, speak to Chris
Hobbs to find out more.

Nov
19

Daytime Fellowship Group. This will be
starting shortly, led by Paul Coley. Please
contact him if you are interested
Needed: plastic bottle tops of all shapes and
sizes for crafting in Club114 and Explorers, also
scraps of brightly coloured wool/yarn. There
will be boxes in the kitchen and foyer for them.
See Margaret Twiss to find out more about it.

