
You are very welcome - whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been 
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a 
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a 
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer. 
 

There is Crèche for under 3’s in the Cranmer Room. 
Sunday club (age 3 – Year 5) meet upstairs in the Tyndale Room and the Roseveare Room. 
Pathfinders (Year 6 – Year 9) will listen to the sermon in church before meeting in the 
Cranmer Room for a discussion. 
 
Question of the week:  Who is jesus? 

 
Refreshments are served in the Foyer and from the hatch in the Cranmer Room after 
the service, please stay and join us. 
 
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet. 

OPENING PRAYER   Chris Hobbs 
 
HYMN   O God beyond all praising 
SONG   Jesus, strong and kind    
 
NEWS  
   
Children and young people go to their groups 
 
SONG   In days of peace and days of rest 
 

PRAYERS   Anne Ruck 
 
BIBLE READINGS   Chris Stonehouse  
Isaiah 59:1-11 (page 745) 
Romans 3:9-20 (page 1130) 
 
 
 
 

SERMON   Andy Martin 
Is it really that bad? 
  
Pathfinders go to discuss together 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
CONFESSION 
 
HYMN  When I  survey 
Please collect children from creche 
 
COMMUNION 
 
SONG  Our only hope is you 
 
BLESSING 
 
 

Sunday 15th March 2020 

  making disciples of Jesus 

Welcome to our 10am Service 
This morning: ‘Is it really that bad?’ (Romans 3:9-20) – Paul explains that we 
are by nature all alike "under sin”.  And we will be sharing the Lord’s Supper 
together. 
 

 



You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have 
been a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself 
to a Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then 
complete a Welcome Card – both are available in the literature rack. 

 
Refreshments are served after the service, please stay and join us. 
 
 
Toilets are in the foyer; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet. 
 

 making disciples of Jesus 

 

SONGS  Out of the depths (I will wait  
  for you) 

               Who, O Lord, could save themselves?                                    
 
DISCUSSION 
 
NEWS 
 
PRAYERS Michael Webb 
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
SONG   Awake, awake, O Zion 
 
BLESSING 

 

OPENING PRAYER   Tom Bryant 
 
HYMN    How firm a foundation   
SONGS  The mystery of the cross 

    Come thou fount of every blessing  
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
BIBLE READINGS Jeanne Glenn 
Isaiah 42:1-4, 49:1-6, 50:4-9 (page 727) 
Isaiah 52:13-53:12 (page 740) 
 
TALK  Chris Hobbs 
God to the rescue 
 
CONFESSION 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday 15th March 2020 

Welcome to our 6pm Service 
This evening: ‘God to the rescue’ (Isaiah 40-55).  These chapters of Isaiah 
contain the famous ’Servant Songs’, introducing the Servant of the Lord 
who comes to the rescue of God’s people. 



What have I learned… 
 

• to praise God for? 
 

• to confess to God? 
 

• to ask God for? 
 

Missed a sermon recently?  Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources) 

Sermon Notes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Is it really that bad? 
Isaiah 59:1-11 

Romans 3:9-20 
 



Sermon Notes 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

What I have learned? 
 

To praise God for 
 

To confess to God 
 

To ask God for 
 

Missed a sermon recently?  Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources) 

God to the Rescue 
Isaiah 42:1-4, 49:1-6, 50:4-9  

Isaiah 52:13-53:12 
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CHRISTIANITY 

EXPLORED   
is for anyone who'd like to 
investigate Christianity, or 

just brush up on the basics.  
We will be looking at Mark's 

Gospel and exploring who 
Jesus is, why he came, and 

what it means to follow Him. 

IT’S NOT TOO LATE! 
Continues Wednesday 

evenings, 8-9.30pm 
 at St Stephen’s Church,  

     Serpentine Road, B29 7HU 
 

         Contact the Parish Office 
to find out more;  

0121 472 8253, 
office@sssw.org.uk 

Thought for the Week                    What would Jesus say? 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
What would Jesus say about the coronavirus?  It’s a good question to ask about anything, 
and a useful way of sharing the faith: “What would Jesus say?”  It sounds like a tricky 
question to answer in this case.  It’s not as if we can look up the word “coronavirus” in a 
concordance or Bible dictionary.  But we can look at what Jesus said in similar 
circumstances. 
 
Here is something Jesus did say: “Those eighteen who died when the tower in Siloam fell on 
them – do you think they were more guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem?  I tell you, 
no!  But unless you repent, you too will all perish” (Luke 13:4-5, NIV).  How is this incident in 
any way like the spread of coronavirus?  Both are tragic accidents, probably with some 
human negligence. 
 
And what does Jesus make of it?  He gives us two warnings against wrong thinking.  First, 
he warns us not to think that those who suffer are being directly punished for their sins.  
How easy it is to think like that – especially when we’re not the ones suffering!  Second, he 
also warns us not to think that people won’t be punished for their sins – unless they 
repent.  We’re mostly better at heeding and repeating the first warning than the second. 
 
The coronavirus and similar crises should remind us that life is fragile, that the next world 
is nearer than we realise, that there is a judgment to come, and that we need to be ready 
for that. 
 
Yours warmly, in Christ, 
Chris Hobbs (Senior Minister) 



    

 

Sunday Services 
10am at St Stephen’s, family friendly with 
activities for children and young people 
(crèche-Year 9) 
6pm at St Wulstan’s, relaxed and informal. 
 

Today 
Church Family Lunch, following the 10am 
service (starting about 12pm).  Please plan to 
join us for some good food and some good 
time together. Suggested donation £3 adult, 
£1 child. 
Cross Section (Year 10-13) meet from 4.30 
5.55pm at St Wulstan’s.  
 

This Week 
Rooted for students. 7-9pm at St 
Wulstan’s B29 7DU. 
 

Day Centre 10am – 2pm 
 

Equipped to Serve Central: 7.45pm 
at St Stephen’s. 

 

Cross Section Bible Study (Year 10-
13) meet at St Stephen’s 
from4.30pm  

Explorers (Year 2-5) from 6-7pm  
Pathfinders (Year 6-9) from 6-7.30pm 
 

Stay and Play 10-11.30am, baby and 
toddler group.  
 

 
Marriage Day: ‘A Day Together’  - a 
seminar for couples to invest in 
their relationship. St Stephen’s, 

9.30-4.45pm.  £35 per couple. Refreshments 
and sandwich lunch provided. For more 
information: 0121 472 8253/ 
office@sssw.org.uk Bookings at 
www.adaytogether.org 
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18 

Thu 
19 

2

Tue 
17 

Fri 
20 

Sat 
21 

 

1

Looking Ahead 
 ‘Heart and Soul’  3 - 4pm at St 
Stephen’s.  An afternoon for prayer and 
sung worship.  This will be a relaxed and 
family friendly space. Everyone 

welcome!  Please speak to the Allens, Huggins or 
Nicolsons for further details. 
 

News and Requests 
Dorothy Riley (Joanne Butler’s mother) died 
peacefully early Thursday morning, aged  
101 years, and has gone to be with the Lord. 
Please give thanks for Dorothy and pray for 
Joanne and the family. 
 

Electoral Roll Revision. The Church Electoral Roll 
will be revised during the period Wed 25th March 
to Tues 14th April.  Please see the formal Notice on 
main internal notice board. If you are not on the 
current Roll, do consider Applying for Enrolment, 
forms will be available from Weds 25th March.  
Please speak to Chris Hobbs. 
 

Identity Matters. Christian Institute meetings 
near us: Bromsgrove (31 Mar), Worcester (1 Apr), 
Birmingham (2 Apr). See flyers in foyer or at back 
of church. 
 

CAP Easter Eggs: Donations and support are 
welcomed so that Nicky can purchase Easter eggs 
and cards for CAP clients.  Contact Nicky 
Sammons if you can help. 
 

Wanted: great Christian books for a church family 
library. Are there any on your bookshelf that you 
could donate? Do pass them on to  Elizabeth 
Barry, if you are happy to donate 
 

Sun 
29 

Mar 


