
making and maturing  
disciples of Jesus Christ  

Welcome to our 10.00am Service 
Our services today are part of a special weekend, Explore: A Sceptic’s Guide to Jesus.  
We are pleased to welcome Glen Scrivener as our visiting speaker. 
 

You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been a 
Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a Welcome 
Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a Welcome 
Card – both are available in the foyer. 
 
There is a Crèche for under 3’s in the Cranmer Room. 
Question of the Week: What is the good news that can rescue us? 

 
 
 

 
Refreshments are served in the Foyer after the service, please stay and join us. 
 
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet. 
 

 

OPENING PRAYER  Chris Hobbs 
 
HYMN  Amazing Grace 
SONG Bless the Lord , O my soul 
 
INTERVIEW with Glen Scrivener 
 
SONG Everybody praise 
 
NEWS 
Children and young people leave for their 
activities 
 
SONG  Though the nations rage 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

 
 
 

CONFESSION  
 
PRAYERS   Anne Ruck 
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
BIBLE READING  Amanda Martin 
Luke 3:1-6, 21-22  (Page 1029) 
 
SERMON  Glen Scrivener 
If heaven were opened what would you see? 
 
HYMN O Lord my God  
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 
 

Sunday 14th July  



making and maturing  
disciples of Jesus Christ  

Welcome to our 4.00pm Service  
Our services today are part of a special weekend, Explore: A Sceptic’s Guide to Jesus. 

 We are pleased to welcome Glen Scrivener as our visiting speaker. 
 
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been 
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a 
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a 
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer. 
 
There is a Crèche for under 3’s in the Church. 
Cross Section (Y10-13) meet after the service in the Tyndale Room 
Question of the Week: What is the good news that can rescue us? 
 

 
 

 
Refreshments are served in the Foyer before the service. 

 
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet. 

OPENING PRAYER  Andy Martin 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
CONFESSION  
 
PRAYERS  Charlie Cook  
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
BIBLE READING  Andrew Litchfield 
Luke 3:1-6, 21-22  (Page 1029) 
 
 
 
 
 

TALK Glen Scrivener 
if heaven were opened what would you see? 
 
NEWS 
 
ALL IN TOGETHER 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 
 

Sunday 14th July 



Welcome to our 6.30pm Service 
Our services today are part of a special weekend, Explore: A Sceptics Guide to Jesus.   

We are pleased to welcome Glen Scrivener as our visiting speaker. 
 
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been 
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a 
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a 
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Refreshments are served in the Foyer after the service, please stay and join us. 
 
 
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet. 
 

making and maturing  
disciples of Jesus Christ  

THE APOSTLES’ CREED  
 
NEWS 
 
SONG By Faith 
 
BIBLE READING  Jill Webb 
Luke 15:1-2, 11-32 (page 1048) 
 

TALK  Glen Scrivener 
Coming Home 
 
SONGS In Christ Alone  
 
CLOSING PRAYER 

 
 

OPENING PRAYER Ben Wells 
 
HYMN All creatures of our God and King  

SONG Nothing  but grace 

 
TESTIMONY 
 

CONFESSION  
 
PRAYERS Charlie Robinson 

ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
SONGS Who has held the oceans in his 
hands? 
I want to know you 
 
 

Sunday 14th July 



Explore: A Sceptic’s Guide to Jesus       Luke 3:1-6, 21-22   
If heaven were opened what would you see? 
         
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Missed a sermon recently?  Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources) 
 

What I have learned 
- to praise God for 
 
- to confess to God 
 
- to ask God for 
 



Explore: A Sceptic’s Guide to Jesus       Luke 15:1-2, 11-32 
Coming Home 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Missed a sermon recently?  Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources) 

What I have learned 
- to praise God for 
 
- to confess to God 
 
- to ask God for 
 



Senior Minister (Vicar) Chris Hobbs   
Associate Minister Andy Martin 
Assistant Minister Ben Wells 
Parish Office  St Stephen’s Church,  
Serpentine Road,  Selly Park,   
Birmingham B29 7HU,  0121 472 8253  
office@sssw.org.uk    

 
A sceptic meets Jesus 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

This weekend we have been following ‘A sceptic’s guide to Jesus.’  What better, then, to 
reflect on an incident when a sceptic actually met Jesus?  The story is familiar enough.  
Thomas, one of Jesus’ disciples, told the other disciples that he would not believe that Jesus 
had been raised from the dead “unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger 
where the nails were” (John 20:24).  A week later Jesus appeared again to the disciples, 
Thomas included. 
 

This story shows us several helpful things.  First, Jesus meets sceptics where they are.  He’s 
not surprised to find them, even among his disciples.  That in itself should be comforting to 
the sceptics among us, and to those of us who have sceptical friends. 
 

Second, Jesus doesn’t want to leave sceptics where they are, in their doubts.  He tells 
Thomas to “Stop doubting and believe” (verse 27).  This is something of a shock to modern 
ears, which tend to see doubt as a good thing, where the one thing we can be sure of is that 
we can’t be sure of anything.  Jesus seems to think there are things we can be sure of. 
 

Third, Jesus expects the testimony of the first apostles to be convincing.  Thomas should 
have believed the other disciples when they told him, “We have seen the Lord!” (verse 25).  
While he had their verbal testimony to go on, we have their written testimony in the pages 
of the New Testament.  When we have doubts, that is where Jesus encourages us to turn. 
 

Yours warmly, in Christ, 
Chris Hobbs (Senior Minister/Vicar) 

www.sssw.org.uk  

@ssswchurch 

@ssswchurch 

If Christianity is a house, then 321 is ‘the grand tour’. We don’t assume you 
believe in God, but here’s the chance to step inside and take a look at the 
Christian faith from within. 
 

There are three sessions, each beginning with a video featuring Glen Scrivener, 
followed by questions to get the discussion started. Where it goes after that is 
up to you!  
 

Join us at St Stephen’s Church 
 

either in the morning:     or in the evening: 
Thurs 18 July, Tues 23, 30 July   Thurs 18, 25 July, 1 August 
Coffee/tea from 10am,    Drinks from 7.45pm,  
finish by 11.30am    finish by 9.15pm 
 
Further details from Andy Martin (andy.martin@sssw.org.uk, 07799 770179) 

 



 

 
 

News and Requests 
Summer Programme dates are filling up. If you’d 
still like to organise an evening social, 14th 
August is available. Please let the office know by 
16th July. The programme will be published on 21st 
July. 
 
Discretionary Fund We would like to establish a 
fund of £5,000 in order to help those in church 
who are in need. Please send any gifts to Tony 
Burridge (Finance Secretary), marked 
‘Discretionary Fund’. 
 

Recorded talks from the Church Family 
Weekend Away will be available to listen to on 
www.sssw.org.uk under ‘sermons’. 
 
Calling all Cooks!  Foremarke 2 Camp have an 
urgent need for at least 2 more cooks to help 
with camp this summer.  The camp runs from 
4th-11th August.  You could come for part of the 
week if you are unable to commit to the full 
week.  If you are able to help please contact 
Charlie Butler through the church office. 
 

Accommodation sought:  
Young Christian woman (not a member of St 
Stephen’s) in a family home or with an older 
couple, hoping for an August start. Financial 
contribution possible. Please contact the Office 
if you can help. 
 

Recently graduated male moving to Birmingham 
looking for room to rent immediately. Contact 
the church office if you can help. 
 

4th Year female student on placement in 
Birmingham for a year, seeks a family to lodge 
with or a room to rent for Aug 2019-2020. 
Please contact the office for further details. 
 

Sundays at St Stephens 
10am service, family friendly with activities 
for children (crèche – Y6)  
3.45 for 4pm service, family friendly with 
activities for children and young people 
(crèche – Y9) 
6.30pm service, relaxed and informal 
 
 

This Week 
 
NO Day Centre (for older people)  
 

 

3,2,1 The Story of God, the World and 
You. See notice box on back page for 
all the details. 

 
Cross Section Bible Study (Y10-13), Explorers 
& Club114 have finished for the Summer 
Term, and will resume in September. 

Stay and Play  
Not meeting this week – restarts next 
Term 
 
Cross Section will resume in 
September. 
 

      
  

Looking Ahead   
 

Prayer Breakfast for Open Doors 
8.30-9.30am, working with 
persecuted believers: please come 

and join us for this!  
 

Women’s Book Club will discuss “The 
book your pastor wishes you would 
read”, Christopher Ash, AND 
“Enjoying God” by Tim Chester! 

Speak to Elizabeth or Chris S for more info. 
All welcome! 
 

Fri 
19 
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18 
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21 

Jul  
21 
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17 

Sep  
16 


