
making and maturing  
disciples of Jesus Christ  

Welcome to our 10.00am Service  
In church we will and will be looking at ‘Relational Generosity’ (Hebrew 10:19-25). 

  
 
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been 
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a 
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a 
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer. 
 
There is a Crèche for under 3’s in the Cranmer Room. 
Sunday Club will be looking at our Church Family verse for the year, Psalm 118:1. Ask them if 
they can tell you the verse. 
 
 

 
Refreshments are served in the Cranmer Room after the service, please stay and join us. 
 
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet. 
 

 

OPENING PRAYER   Andy Martin 
 
SONGS  My hope is built on nothing less 
                 By faith 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 
SONG  Solomon was a young man 
Children leave for their activities  
 
NEWS 
 
SONG  Mine are days that God has numbered 
 
BIBLE READINGS   Ian Butler 
Psalm 133 (page 625) 
Hebrews 10:19-25 (page 1208) 
 
 
 

SERMON   Andy Cole 
Relational Generosity 
 
CONFESSION 
 
PRAYERS   Elizabeth Barry 
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 
HYMN  And can it be 
Please collect your child from crèche 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 
 

 Sunday 13th January  
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Welcome to our 4.00pm Service  
In church we will and will be looking at ‘Relational Generosity’ (Hebrew 10:19-25). 

  
 
 
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been 
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a 
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a 
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer. 
 
There is a Crèche for under 3’s in the Cranmer Room. 
Sunday Club and Club 114 will be looking at our Church Family verse for the year, Psalm 118:1. 
Ask them if they can tell you the verse. 
Cross-Section will be doing a topical evening on exams.  

 
 
Refreshments are served in the foyer after the service, please stay and join us. 
 
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet. 
 

OPENING PRAYER   Andy Martin 
 
SONGS  My hope is built on nothing less 
                 By faith 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 
SONG  Solomon was a young man 
Children leave for their activities  
 
NEWS 
 
SONG  Mine are days that God has 
numbered 
 
BIBLE READINGS   Virginie Hannam 
Psalm 133 (page 625) 
Hebrews 10:19-25 (page 1208) 
 

SERMON   Andy Cole 
Relational Generosity 
 
CONFESSION  
 
PRAYERS   Jem Huggins 
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 
HYMN  And can it be 
Please collect your child from crèche 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 

Sunday 13th January 



Welcome to our 6.30pm Service 
Chris Hobbs will be speaking on ‘Be careful what you dream’ (Genesis 37:1-36) 

 
 
 
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been 
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a 
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a 
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer. 
 
 
 
 

 
Refreshments are served in the foyer after the service, please stay and join us. 
 
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet. 
 

 

OPENING PRAYER  Andy Martin 
 
HYMN      Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 
SONG      He’s our rescuer 
 
BAPTISM  of Han Fang and Huang Hailun 

 
SONGS  Blessed be your name 
                 There is a hope 
 
BIBLE READING   James Bowles 
Genesis 37:1-36 (page 41) 
 
SERMON   Chris Hobbs 
Be careful what you dream 
 

SONG  God’s saints of old 
 
CONFESSION  
 
PRAYERS   Rebekah Fox 
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 
NEWS 
 
HYMN  Be thou my vision 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
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Relational Generosity                 Hebrews 10:19-25 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Missed a sermon recently?  Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources) 

What I have learned 
- to praise God for 
 
- to confess to God 
 
- to ask God for 



Joseph: Intended for good                  Genesis 37:1-36 
Be careful what you dream 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Missed a sermon recently?  Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources) 
 

What I have learned 
- to praise God for 
 
- to confess to God 
 
- to ask God for 



Senior Minister (Vicar) Chris Hobbs   
Assistant Minister Andy Martin 
Parish Office  St Stephen’s Church,  
Serpentine Road,  Selly Park,   
Birmingham B29 7HU,  0121 472 8253  
jem.huggins@sssw.org.uk    

 
Entrusted with a great task 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
How are you feeling about your ministries at church this year? Sometimes, we can feel less 
than enthusiastic. Another year of teaching rowdy kids? Another year of leading a small 
group of complex people? Another year of coaxing a half-hearted congregation into 
singing? Another year of serving tea and coffee, or moving chairs. On top of a busy job and 
full family life it can leave us feeling discouraged. 
 
Happily, it needn’t be so! In the Bible God shows us that our ministries (whatever they might 
be) are a gift not a punishment. Just as we have received God’s gracious gifts of forgiveness, 
justification and adoption through Christ, so also we have received the gift of ministry. Paul 
had this perspective. His apostolic ministry was given him “through God’s mercy” (2 Cor. 
4:1); he was “entrusted with the task of preaching the gospel” (Gal. 2:7) and he was thankful 
that “Christ Jesus appointed me to his service” (1 Tim. 1:12). He puts it plainly in Ephesians: 
“To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the 
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ” (Eph. 3:8). He saw his ministry as a blessing, 
even though it was incredibly hard. Why was Paul so positive about it, even though it cost 
him his freedom and comfort? The main thing, I think, was that Paul saw it as a great 
honour to be entrusted by God with a significant task and for him, this, in itself, was a 
reason for thankfulness. In our western culture we no longer think a great deal about 
honour, but for Paul it was a great honour and privilege to serve his mighty God and 
Saviour. What gift of ministry has God entrusted to you this year? Thank him for it! 
 
Yours warmly, in Christ, 
Andy Martin (Assitant Minister) 

www.sssw.org.uk  

@ssswchurch 

@ssswchurch 

 
Feb 3 at 6.30pm 

 
How is Christianity different  

to other religions? 



  

  
Church Family Walk. 1.30pm meeting at 
Nimmings Wood car park, Clent. B62 
0NL. See information rack for more           

                  details.  
 

Women's book club are now reading 
Crazy Busy by Kevin Deyoung. Speak to 
Elizabeth Barry to find out more. 
 
Sex…a better story. Agape’s Family Life 
bring you this vision and equipping day 
together at the Solihull Renewal Centre. 
Flyers in the foyer. 

 
Church Family Weekend Away 2019. 
We will be going to Hothorpe Hall, 
please put the date in your diary and 
plan to join us. We do need a team of 

people to help run the weekend, if you are 
interested get in touch with Mark Checketts.  
 

News and Requests 
Wanted: Ministry Trainees, Sep 2019-Aug 2020. 
Spend a year serving the church and learning 
gospel ministry. A great way to see if gospel 
ministry is right for you long-term.  Details from 
Chris Hobbs/Parish Office. 
 
Sunday Service rotas have been published on 
ChurchSuite. If you’d like a paper copy let Jem 
Huggins know. 
 
Church Family Address Books. We no longer 
produce the Address Book. If you are on 
ChurchSuite but would also like a paper copy let 
the office know. Shortly a yearly prayer guide will 
be available, but only with names. 
 
A big thank you to those who contributed 
towards CAP supermarket vouchers. Knowing 
they were loved and cared for made a huge 
difference to clients at Christmas time.   
 
University of Birmingham CU have their Events 
Week at the end of January (Mon 28/01 to Fri 
01/02). This is full of opportunities for students 
to hear the gospel, and to meet Jesus. We would 
love to support them in this financially and in 
prayer. If you would like to make a gift please do 
so  marking your donation “UBCU”. And please 
pray for them and for Pete Dray, the speaker. 
 
 

Sundays at St Stephens 
10am service,  family friendly with activities 
for children (crèche – Y6)  
4pm service, family friendly with activities 
for children and young people (crèche – Y9) 
Cross Section (Y10-13)   
5.30-7.00pm, toasties included 
6.30pm service, relaxed and informal 
 

This Week 
Parent’s and carers Forum straight 
after the 10am and 4pm services. A 
chance to hear from Helen and Tom 

about what the children and young people 
will be looking at this term, with ideas of 
things you can do at home. After 10am go to 
the front of church (there will be coffee and 
tea there for you). After 4pm go to the 
Cranmer Room, (grab a drink on the way) 

 
Day Centre (for older people) 
10am-2.30pm 
 

 
Cross-Section Bible Study (Y10-13) 
4.30-5.30pm 
Explorers (Y2-6) 6.00 – 7.00pm  

Club114 (Y7-9) 6.30 – 8.00pm 
Life Explored continues. 8-9.30pm at 
Church. Speak to Andy Martin to find             
out more. 

 
Stay and Play baby and toddler  
group. 10.00-11.30am 
 
 
Cross Section (Y10-13)  5.30-7.00pm, 
toasties  included. 
 

 

Looking Ahead   
 Unstuck; break free from ungodly 
habits and behaviours. MGP Day 
Conference for leaders with Tim 
Lane. ‘Living without worry’ free 

evening session for everyone, 7pm at 
Monyhull. Flyers in the Foyer. 
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