
   

Welcome           12th January 2014 
If you are new, please say ‘hello’ and pick up a Welcome booklet at the back of Church. 
 
10.00am at St Stephen’s 
Morning Prayer: ‘What is the gospel’? (Ephesians 2:1-10) – Richard Leadbeater 
Children and young people up to the age of 14 leave for their activities part way through 
the service. Club114 (ages 11-14) meet outside the church and go to 9 Serpentine Road. 
Scramblers and Climbers will return to church at the end of the service. 
Toilets are in the foyer of the Dain Room, next door to the Church. 
Coffee, tea and biscuits are served after the service in the Dain Room. 
 
11.30am at St Wulstan’s 
Morning Prayer: ‘What is the gospel’? (Ephesians 2:1-10) – Richard Leadbeater 
Coffee, tea and biscuits are served before the service. 
 
6.00pm at St Wulstan’s 
Evening Praise: ‘What is the gospel’? (Ephesians 2:1-10) – Richard Leadbeater 
Coffee, tea and cakes are served after the service. 
 
 

This Week 
Mon 13 Jan Amos Group meeting 8 pm at 14 Goss Croft. 
 
Wed 15 Jan Fellowship groups restart. 
 
Sat 18 Jan  January Jamboree, 4.00-6.00pm, Dain Room, St Stephen’s. A party for all 

the church family! Tea for children and cake for all! Come and play silly 
games, chat and eat left over Christmas chocolate. (Offers of home made 
cakes would be appreciated) Speak to Helen Buckley. RSVP by Monday 
13th January (otherwise it will be too late to come – sorry!). 

 
Looking Ahead 
 
Thu 23 Jan  The World We All Want.  Over 7 sessions we will look at the big story 

of the Bible - where the story is heading and how we can be part of it.  Each 
session involves a short Bible Study, a time for discussion and a chance to 
ask any questions.  You don't need to know anything about the Bible to 
come and you can join in the discussion or simply sit and listen.  Is there 
someone you could bring along with you? 

 
Wed 29 Jan A Passion for Life planning and prayer, 7.45-9.30pm, Dain Room, St 

Stephen’s. A time to think ahead to our mission week in March and to ask 
God to be at work through us for his glory. 

 
Thurs 30 Jan  What is our Mission?  Midlands Gospel Partnership day conference, with 

Paul Mallard and Kevin DeYoung speaking.  Brochures on the Information 
Table. 

 
News, Notices and Requests 
Building for the Future News:  We go out to tender on 13 January for the work to build 
the new Parish Centre to replace the Dain Room and for the foyer.  Six weeks later we 
receive the contractors’ best prices for our consideration! 
  
Changing Hearts – applying the Bible to everyday relationships.  Sat 15 Mar 2014, 
Central Hall Westminster, London.  Brochures on the Information Table. 
 
Have you got any old gardening magazines? I’m looking for pictures of flowers we can 
cut and stick (for Explorers). Thanks, Helen Buckley.  
 
Do have a look at the holiday club photos in the Dain Room. Thanks for taking them 
Adrian! 
 
WANTED: Ministry Trainee.  For Sept 2014 - Aug 2015.  You will be trained in gospel 
ministry, learn to give Bible teaching, and help with practical tasks.  A great way to find out if 
gospel ministry could be for you long-term.  Details from Chris Hobbs. 
 
Vicar: Chris Hobbs Assistant Minister: Richard Leadbeater 
Parish Office  St Stephen’s Church, Serpentine Road, Selly Park, Birmingham B29 7HU 
0121 472 8253   office@sssw.org.uk www.sssw.org.uk 

An emotional person 
 
Would you describe yourself as an ‘emotional’ person?  I don’t mean do you cry at films or shout 
during sports matches!?  We often tend to think of emotional people as those who express their 
emotions in very obvious ways and by and large, English people are not renowned for being 
emotional.  We are caricatured as reserved and calm with a stiff upper lip.  But whether we are 
from Italy or England, whether we express them obviously or not, we are all emotional people.  
That’s because we are made, not just to think and act, but to feel.  After all, we are made in 
God’s image and God is emotional.  That is, he feels things. 
 
When God came to earth as a man we see the Lord Jesus expressing all kinds of emotions.  
Here are just a few.  He was sad at the grave of his friend Lazarus (John 11:34-36).  He was 
angry at the stubborn hearts of the Pharisees (Mark 3:5).  He was compassionate towards a 
grieving widow (Luke 7:12-13).  He was joyful as he praised his Father (Luke 10:21).  He was 
distressed as he prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane.  In fact, we read that his ‘soul was 
overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death’ (Mark 14:34).  Jesus was emotional.   
 
But, more than that, Jesus was perfectly emotional.  In other words, he always expressed the 
right emotion and the right amount of emotion for the situation in which he was in.  Whether he 
felt anger or grief, he did not sin.  We can often feel the wrong emotion (envy over a work 
colleague’s success, rather than joy) or the wrong amount of emotion (utter despair over my 
football team’s result).  You and I are emotional people.  The question is: will we allow our 
emotions to be shaped by the Lord Jesus?  He was the perfectly emotional person! 
 
Richard Leadbeater, Assistant Minister 



 

Sermon notes                                       What is the gospel? 
                                                                  Ephesians 2:1-10  
                                                          
 
 
 
From death (v1-3) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To life (v4-7) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By grace (v8-9) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For works (v10) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Missed a sermon recently? Please visit www.sssw.org.uk to hear or download an audio version. 
 

                         Evening Praise 
 
 
OPENING PRAYER   led by Helen Buckley 
 
SONGS I will sing the wondrous story 
             Have you heard of a God of love? 
             When I was lost you came and rescued me 
 
CONFESSION 
Lord God, we have sinned against you; we have done evil in your sight.  We are 
sorry and repent. Have mercy on us according to your love.  Wash away our 
wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin.  Renew a right spirit within us and 
restore us to the joy of your salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 
PRAYERS (Lord in your mercy; Hear our prayer) 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
NOTICES 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 
SONGS Astounding grace 
             We, we are God’s people 
 
BIBLE READINGS  Acts 13:13-43 (page 1107), Ephesians 2:1-10 (page 1174) 
                (This is the word of the Lord; Thanks be to God) 
 
SERMON  What is the gospel? 
 
INSIGHTS AND QUESTIONS 
 
HYMN In Christ Alone 
 
CLOSING PRAYER  
Almighty God, we thank you for the gift of your holy word.  May it be a lantern to 
our feet, a light to our paths, and a strength to our lives.  Take us and use us to 
love and serve in the power of the Holy Spirit and in the name of your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 

http://www.sssw.org.uk/

