
making and maturing  
disciples of Jesus Christ  

Welcome to our 10am Service  
 We are starting a series looking at ‘Our Vision: Making Disciples of Jesus’ with the 
subject of the first talk being ‘Why do we make disciples?’ 
 

You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been a 
Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a Welcome 
Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a Welcome 
Card – both are available in the foyer. 
 
There is Creche for under 3’s in the Cranmer Room. 
Sunday Club (age 3-Year 5) meet upstairs in the Tyndale Room.  
  
Question of the Week: Why do we make disciples? 
   

 
Refreshments are served in the Foyer after the service, please stay and join us. 
 
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet. 
 
 

OPENING PRAYER  Andy Martin 
BIBLE READING  
Colossians 1:9-20 (page 1182) 
 
HYMN  I will sing the wondrous story 
SONG  How good it is to sing 
 
COMMISSIONING OF LEADERS 
 
SONG I’m following the King 
 
NEWS 
Children leave for their groups 
 
SONG  When darkness deepens 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
 

BIBLE READINGS  Amanda Martin 
Ephesians 1:3-14 (page 1173) 
Revelation 7:9-17 (page 1238) 
 
SERMON  Chris Hobbs 
‘Why do we make disciples?’ 
 
CONFESSION  
 
PRAYERS   Anne Ruck 
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
HYMN O Lord my God 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 
 

Sunday 8th September  
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Welcome to our 4pm Service  
We are starting a series looking at ‘Our Vision: Making Disciples of Jesus’ with the 

subject of the first talk being ‘Why do we make disciples?’ 
 
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been 
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a 
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a 
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer. 
 
There is a Crèche for under 3’s in the Church. 
Sunday Club (age 3-Year 5) meet upstairs in the Tyndale Room.  
Pathfinders (Year 6-9) meet next door in the main church building. 
  
Question of the Week: Why do we make disciples? 
 

 

Refreshments are served in the Foyer before the service. 
 
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet. 
 

OPENING PRAYER  Ben Wells 
BIBLE READING  
Colossians 1:9-20 (page 1182) 
 

HYMN  I will sing the wondrous story 
 

COMMISSIONING OF LEADERS 
 

Children and young people leave 
 
NEWS 
 
SONG  How good it is to sing 
SONG  When darkness deepens 
 
CONFESSION  
 
PRAYERS   Jon Hannam 
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
BIBLE READINGS  Sally Schofield 
Ephesians 1:3-14 (page 1173) 
Revelation 7:9-17 (page 1238) 
 

TALK  Chris Hobbs 
‘Why do we make disciples?’ 
 

HYMN O Lord my God 
 

All in together 
 

SONG I’m following the King 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 
 
 

Sunday 8th September 



Welcome to our 6pm Service 
We are starting a series looking at ‘Our Vision: Making Disciples of Jesus’ with the 
subject of the first talk being ‘Why do we make disciples?’, and we will be sharing the 
Lord’s Supper. 

 
 
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been 
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a 
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a 
Welcome Card – both are available in the literature rack. 
 

 
 

 

Refreshments are served after the service, please stay and join us. 
 
 
Toilets are in the foyer; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet. 
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PRAYERS Rachel Wells 

 
SONGS My hope is built on nothing less 
    When darkness deepens 
 
COMMUNION 
 
SONG  You have called us out of  
              darkest night 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 

 
 

OPENING PRAYER Andy Martin 
BIBLE READING Ephesians 1:3-14 (page 1173) 
 
HYMN   Crown him with many crowns 

SONGS Christ is risen, He’s risen indeed 

    God, the uncreated one 

 
NEWS 
 
BIBLE READINGS  Laurie Fearon 
Colossians 1:9-20 (page 1182) 
Revelation 7:9-17 (page 1238) 
 

TALK  Chris Hobbs 
‘Why do we make disciples?’ 
 
CONFESSION  
 

Sunday 8th September 



What I have learned 
- to praise God for 
 
- to confess to God 
 
- to ask God for 
 

Our Vision: Making disciples of  Jesus       
 
Why do we make disciples? 
Because Jesus tells us to!  (Matthew 28:18-20) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
But God gives us more (Revelation 7:9-20) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To bring glory to God our Saviour (Ephesians 1:3-14) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
… who rescues people for the kingdom of his Son (Colossians 1:12-14) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“A dark and stormy ocean … a mighty rock … a vast platform.”   
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Senior Minister (Vicar) Chris Hobbs   
Associate Minister Andy Martin 
Assistant Minister Ben Wells 
Parish Office  St Stephen’s Church,  
Serpentine Road,  Selly Park,   
Birmingham B29 7HU,  0121 472 8253  
office@sssw.org.uk    

A song for our times 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
The song ‘Ancient of Days’ by City Alight seems particularly apt for our times, with all their 
political turmoil both within and without the United Kingdom: 
 
“Though the nations rage, kingdoms rise and fall 
There is still one King reigning over all 
So I will not fear for this truth remains: 
That my God is, the Ancient of Days.” 
 
This nation, along with others, is indeed raging, while kingdoms which once seemed 
everlasting have long since fallen.  Where now, for example, is the Roman Empire?  And yet 
there’s one King who reigns over all and for ever: our God, the Ancient of Days.  There is, as 
the chorus goes, “None above him, none before him.” 
 
Curiously, “the Ancient of Days” only appears as a name for God in one chapter of the Bible: 
Daniel 7.  It is not so much that God is very, very old, but rather that he is eternal and 
therefore all-powerful, the one before whom “the kingdoms of this world are short-lived,” 
and the one who will judge those kingdoms.  He will outlast them because their kings will 
die and he will not.  
 
It is this Ancient of Days that “one like a son of man” approaches and receives “authority, 
glory and sovereign power … an everlasting dominion that will never pass away” and a 
kingdom “that will never be destroyed” (Daniel 7:13-14).  When Jesus calls himself simply 
“the Son of Man” he is really making a rather big claim, as well as bringing us unspeakable 
comfort. 

www.sssw.org.uk  

@ssswchurch 

@ssswchurch 



  

Mens Breakfast, 8.00-9.30am.  "What 
really is the gospel?"- talk, discussion 
and prayer. Full English breakfast, £4.  

Sign up on Church Suite or see Chris Stonehouse 
for more details. 
 
Dad’s Stay and Play. 10-11.30am.  
 

Looking Ahead  
Women’s Book Club will discuss “The 
book your pastor wishes you would 
read”, Christopher Ash, AND “Enjoying 

God” by Tim Chester!  Speak to Elizabeth Barry or  
Chris Stonehouse for more info. All welcome! 
 
Youth Weekend Away for Year 6-13. Book by 

NEXT SUNDAY (15th) for the Early Bird 
discount. Brochure in the information 
rack.  Speak to Tom Bryant for more 
details. 

 
News and Requests 
Today is Registration Sunday Please complete a 
registration form for each of your children 
(aged 0-18) so that we can update our records 
and care for them appropriately during church 
activities. 
 
Can you help with crèche on a Tuesday morning? 
The Tuesday morning fellowship group is in need 
of crèche help from 9:45-11:15am on term-time 
mornings.  Seeking 2-3 people to free mums to 
join their regular Bible study.  If you can help, or 
want to find out more, please speak to Amanda 
Martin 
 
 

Sunday Services 
10am service at St Stephen’s, family friendly 
with activities for children (creche-Year 5)	
3.45 for 4pm service at St Stephen’s, family 
friendly with activities for children and young 
people (crèche – Year 9) 
6pm service at St Wulstan’s, relaxed 
and informal. 
 

This Week 
Cross Section meet from 6-7.30pm 
at St Stephens in the Cranmer Room. 
Toasties included! 

 
CAP Prayer Meeting. 7.45pm at 
Christ Church, Pershore Rd. 
 

Fellowship Group, Youth & Children’s 
Leaders Programme Meeting. 7.45pm for 
8pm in church. 
 

Day Centre (for older people)  
10am-2.30pm. 
 

Fellowship Groups. Our Fellowship Groups 
start their Autumn meetings this week. 
 

Cross Section Bible Study meet at 
St Stephens in the Tyndale room 
from 4:30pm for cereal followed by 

the study at 5-5:30pm. 
Explorers (Year 2-5) meet at St Stephens 
from 6-7pm.  
Pathfinders (Year 6-9) meet at St Stephens 
from 6-7.30pm. 
 
Blokes with books (Men’s Book 
Group). Please join Andy Martin at 8pm in 
The Country Girl for an informal chat about 
Dan Strange’s book Plugged In.  You can get 
hold of the book  from www.10ofthose.com 
or www.thegoodbook.co.uk - there’s still 
time to read it. 
 

Stay and Play baby and toddler  
group. 10.00-11.30am 
 

 

Sat 
14 

Wed 
11 

Thu 
12 

Tue 
10 

Tue 
16 Sun 

8 

Oct 
10 – 

13 

Fri 
13 


