
You are very welcome - whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been 
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a 
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a 
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer. 
 

There is Crèche for under 3’s in the Cranmer Room. 
Sunday club (age 3 – Year 5) meet upstairs in the Tyndale Room and the Roseveare Room. 
Pathfinders (Year 6 – Year 9) meet in the Cranmer Room 
 
Question of the week:  What do God’s true friends do? 

 
Refreshments are served in the Foyer and from the hatch in the Cranmer Room after 
the service, please stay and join us. 
 
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet. 
 

OPENING PRAYER   Ben Wells 
 
HYMN   Praise to the Lord 
 
CONFESSION 
 
COLLECT  
 
SONG   Jesus, strong and kind    
 
NEWS    
 
Children and young people go to their groups 
 
SONG   God we praise You, God we bless You 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
 
 
 

PRAYERS   Richard Griffith 
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
SONG   Speak, O Lord 
 
BIBLE READINGS   Heather Woodward  
Psalm 51 (page 573) 
Romans 3:1-8 (page 1130) 
 
SERMON   Andy Martin 
Is God fair? 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
SONG  Nothing but grace 
Please collect children from creche 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 
 

Sunday 8th March 2020 

  making disciples of Jesus 

Welcome to our 10am Service 
This morning we address the question, ‘Is God fair?’ (Romans 3:1-8), as Paul 
continues answering possible objections to the idea that everyone needs to 
hear the gospel. 
 

 



You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have 
been a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself 
to a Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then 
complete a Welcome Card – both are available in the literature rack. 

 
Refreshments are served after the service, please stay and join us. 
 
 
Toilets are in the foyer; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet. 
 

 making disciples of Jesus 

 

NEWS 
 
BIBLE READING Dominic Tan 
Isaiah 40:1-31 (page 723) 
 
TALK  Chris Hobbs 
Here is your God! 
 
DISCUSSION  
 
SONG   Strength will rise 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 

 

OPENING PRAYER   Ben Wells 
 
HYMN     I will sing the wondrous story   
SONGS   Creation sings 

Who has held the oceans in his     
hands? 
 

INTERVIEW 
 
CONFESSION 
 
PRAYERS Christy Fung 
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
SONGS   How good it is to sing 

     What a friend we have in Jesus 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
 

Sunday 8th March 2020 

Welcome to our 6pm Service 
This evening we come to a magnificent chapter of the Bible: ‘Here is your 
God!’ (Isaiah 40:1-31), as the prophet Isaiah speaks to people who doubt 
that God is either willing or able to deliver them. 



What have I learned… 
 

• to praise God for? 
 

• to confess to God? 
 

• to ask God for? 
 

Missed a sermon recently?  Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources) 

Sermon Notes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Is God fair? 
Psalm 51 

Romans 3:1-8 
 



Sermon Notes 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

What I have learned? 
 

To praise God for 
 

To confess to God 
 

To ask God for 
 

Missed a sermon recently?  Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources) 

Here is your God! 
  Isaiah 40:1-31  
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Associate Minister Andy Martin 
Assistant Minister Ben Wells 
Parish Office  St Stephen’s Church,  
Serpentine Road,  Selly Park,   
Birmingham B29 7HU,  0121 472 8253  
office@sssw.org.uk    

www.sssw.org.uk  
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CHRISTIANITY 

EXPLORED   
is for anyone who'd like to 
investigate Christianity, or 

just brush up on the basics.  
We will be looking at Mark's 

Gospel and exploring who 
Jesus is, why he came, and 

what it means to follow Him. 

IT’S NOT TOO LATE! 
Continues Wednesday 

evenings, 8-9.30pm 
 at St Stephen’s Church,  

     Serpentine Road, B29 7HU 
 

         Contact the Parish Office 
to find out more;  

0121 472 8253, 
office@sssw.org.uk 

Thought for the Week      Praying for the Sick 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
With coronavirus grabbing the headlines daily, we are forced to think about sickness more 
than we usually do.  I have found myself turning to The Order for the Visitation of the Sick 
in The Book of Common Prayer.  Dwelling on its words is like taking a walk in the 
mountains: it is a different kind of country to the one we normally inhabit, and it gives us 
refreshingly clear air to breathe.  Here is one of its prayers: 
 
Hear us, Almighty and most merciful God and Saviour; extend thy accustomed goodness to 
this thy servant who is grieved with sickness. Sanctify, we beseech thee, this thy fatherly 
correction to him; that the sense of his weakness may add strength to his faith, and 
seriousness to his repentance: that, if it shall be thy good pleasure to restore him to his 
former health, he may lead the residue of his life in thy fear, and to thy glory: or else give 
him grace so to take thy visitation, that, after this painful life ended, he may dwell with 
thee in life everlasting; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” 
 
A number of things stand out.  First, the sickness is seen as God’s “fatherly correction” or 
“visitation.”  Second, a godly outcome is sought, one of stronger faith and serious 
repentance.  Third, the outcome is left to God’s “good pleasure.”  Fourth, “this painful life” 
is not all there is, but leads to “life everlasting.”  When did we last pray like this, if ever? 
 
Yours warmly, in Christ, 
 
Chris Hobbs (Senior Minister) 



    

 

Sunday Services 
10am at St Stephen’s, family friendly with 
activities for children and young people 
(crèche-Year 9) 
6pm at St Wulstan’s, relaxed and informal. 
 

Today 
Cross Section (Year 10-13) meet from 4.30 
5.55pm at St Wulstan’s.  
 

This Week 
Rooted for students. 7-9pm at St 
Wulstan’s B29 7DU. 
CAP Prayer Meeting. 7.45pm at 

Christ Church, Pershore Rd. 
 

Day Centre 10am – 2pm 
Christianity Explored:  8-9.30pm at 
St Stephen’s Church, B29 7HU 

 

Cross Section Bible Study (Year 10-
13) meet at St Stephen’s 
from4.30pm  
Explorers (Year 2-5) from 6-7pm  

Pathfinders (Year 6-9) from 6-7.30pm 
 

Stay and Play 10-11.30am, baby and 
toddler group.  
 

Men’s Breakfast: 8-9.30am. Who 
Died Why?  What did Jesus do when 
he died, and what does it mean for 
us? To book please sign up on 

ChurchSuite or contact office.  
Dad’s Stay and Play:  10-11.30am. 

Church Family Lunch, following the 
10am service (starting about 12pm).  
Please plan to join us for some good 
food and some good time together. 

Suggested donation £3 adult, £1 child. 
Looking Ahead 

Equipped to Serve Central: 7.45pm 
at St Stephen’s. An opportunity for 
all of us to be better equipped to 
serve one another and the wider 
community. Four options to choose 

from - please indicate your top two choices 
and put the flyer in the red box. Spare flyers 
can be found in the foyer. 

Wed 
11 

Thu 
12 

Marriage Day: ‘A Day Together’  - a 
seminar for couples to invest in their 
relationship. St Stephen’s, 9.30-
4.45pm.  £35 per couple. Refreshments 

and sandwich lunch provided. For more 
information: 0121 472 8253/ office@sssw.org.uk 
Bookings at www.adaytogether.org 

 

‘Heart and Soul’  3 - 4pm at St 
Stephen’s.  An afternoon for prayer 
and sung worship.  This will be a 
relaxed and family friendly space. 

Everyone welcome!  Please speak to the Allens, 
Huggins or Nicolsons for further details. 
 

News and Requests 
Easter Eggs from the Meaningful Chocolate 
Company will be on sale in the foyer after the 
morning service. Each egg costs £3.99. 
 

Voluntary Admin Support needed: We are 
looking for people able to provide regularadmin 
support in the office. Contact Laurie Fearon if 
you can help. 
 

Identity Matters. Christian Institute meetings 
near us: Bromsgrove (31 Mar), Worcester (1 Apr), 
Birmingham (2 Apr). See flyers in foyer or at 
back of church. 
 

CAP Easter Eggs: Donations and support are 
welcomed for buying and organising Easter 
eggs and cards for CAP clients.  Contact Nicky 
Sammons if you can help. 
 

Wanted: great Christian books for a church 
family library. Are there any on your bookshelf 
that you could donate? Do pass them on to  
Elizabeth Barry, if you are happy to donate. 
 
Ken Godsell  The funeral of Ken Godsell will be 
taking place at 12 pm on Tues 17th March at 
Bredon Parish Church, Bredon nr Tewkesbury, 
GL20 7LT. If you are intending to attend the 
funeral, please let David Twiss know – this 
would help for numbers needed for catering 
purposes.  
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