Sunday 7th October

making and maturing
disciples of Jesus Christ

Welcome to our 10.00am Service

We are staying together as one big church family to celebrate God’s goodness.

You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer.
There is a Crèche for under 3’s in the Cranmer Room.

Refreshments are served in the foyer after the service, please stay and join us.
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet.

OPENING PRAYER Andy Martin

TALK Chris Hobbs
God is good

HYMN We plough the fields and scatter
Harvest gifts will be brought up to the front

SONG I want to know You

THANKSGIVING

PRAYERS Elizabeth Barry
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER

CONFESSION
SONG Solomon was a young man
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
BIBLE READING John Williams
Psalm 100 (page 604)
Romans 8:31-39 (page 1135)

NEWS
SONG How great the chasm
Please collect your child from crèche
BLESSING

making and maturing
disciples of Jesus Christ
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Sunday 7 October
Welcome to our 4.00pm Service

We are staying together as one big church family to celebrate God’s goodness.
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer.
There is a Crèche for under 3’s in the Cranmer Room.
Club114 and Cross Section are at the Youth Weekend Away.

Refreshments are served in the foyer after the service, please stay and join us.
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet.

OPENING PRAYER Andy Martin
HYMN We plough the fields and scatter
THANKSGIVING
CONFESSION
SONG Solomon was a young man
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
BIBLE READING Sally Schofield
Psalm 100 (page 604)
Romans 8:31-39 (page 1135)

TALK Chris Hobbs
God is good
SONG I want to know You
PRAYERS Checketts Family
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER
NEWS
SONG How great the chasm
Please collect your child from crèche
BLESSING

making and maturing
disciples of Jesus Christ

Sunday 7th October
Welcome to our 6.30pm Service

Andy Martin will be speaking on ‘The promise of life’ (2 Timothy 1:1-7)
and we will be sharing the Lord’s Supper.

You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer.

Refreshments are served in the foyer after the service, please stay and join us.
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet.

OPENING PRAYER Chris Hobbs

SERMON Andy Martin
The promise of life

HYMN All creatures of our God and King
SONG Holy Father, rich in mercy

PRAYERS Imogen Prasad

CONFESSION

SONG The mystery of the cross

THANKSGIVING

COMMUNION

SONG I want to know you

NEWS

BIBLE READINGS Dawn Evans
Acts 15:36-16:5 (page 1111)
2 Timothy 1:1-7 (page 1195)

SONG Christ is risen, he’s risen indeed
CLOSING PRAYER

God is good

Psalm 100

1. The Lord is God (v1-3)
and

makes us His people

2. The Lord is good (v4-5)

and

loves us forever

What I have learned
- to praise God for
- to confess to God
- to ask God for
Missed a sermon recently? Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources)

Unashamed
The promise of life

2 Timothy 1:1-7

What I have learned
- to praise God for
- to confess to God
- to ask God for
Missed a sermon recently? Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources)

How can a loving God send people to hell?
Dear Friends,
That is the next of our occasional ‘Big Questions’ topics on Sunday 28th October. The idea
behind dealing with these topics is three-fold:
• To be able to invite people to come and hear the topic explored.
• To equip ourselves better for handling such questions.
• To give us the opportunity to start conversations with those we know. For example you
could say, “We’re considering this question at church at the end of the month. What do you
think?” That may in turn make it natural to invite them to come.
What then of this particular ‘big question’? How can a loving God send people to hell? I’m
sure you won’t expect me to give the answer here, and in such short space. But I can tell you
some of the other questions it raises: Is that in fact what the Bible says? How do we know
what God is like? What does it mean for God to be loving? Is ‘loving’ all that there is to be
said about God?
I will say something in response to the first question: yes, it is what the Bible says. It is Jesus
himself who says it:“I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’ ”
And also: “Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil
and his angels.” As for the rest… you’ll need to join us on 28th October!
Yours warmly, in Christ,
Chris Hobbs (Senior Minister/Vicar)
#MeettheFamily (more on Facebook and Instagram)
Chris has Danish roots, knows all sorts of useless things (and some useful
ones), trained as an engineer before becoming a Vicar and is a follower of
Jesus.
Chris became a Christian as a child, and over the years he’s loved going
deeper into the glories of the cross. He loves seeing that he has been saved
because of God's mercy, not because of any righteous things he has done. It is
liberating to know that he is accepted by God, not because of what he’s done
but because of what Jesus has done for him; Jesus lived the life that he should
have lived, and died the death that he deserved to die.

If you don’t have an account with Facebook or Instagram you can see what
we get up to by looking at the bottom of our homepage: www.sssw.org.uk
Senior Minister (Vicar) Chris Hobbs
Assistant Minister Andy Martin
Parish Office St Stephen’s Church,
Serpentine Road, Selly Park,
Birmingham B29 7HU, 0121 472 8253
jem.huggins@sssw.org.uk

www.sssw.org.uk
@ssswchurch
@ssswchurch

Sundays at St Stephens
10am, a family friendly service with activities
for children (crèche – Y6)
4pm, a family friendly service with activities
for children and young people (crèche – Y9)
Cross Section (Y10-13)
5.30 – 7.00pm, toasties included
6.30pm service, a more relaxed and informal
service.

This Week
Wed
10

Day Centre (for older people)
10am – 2.30pm

Vision Evening 7pm at Church for dinner, 89.30pm for Vision/Prayer. Sign up for dinner
on Church Suite TODAY, & plan to come along
to hear our vision and pray about it together.
Thu
11

Cross-Section Bible Study (Y10-13)
4.30-5.30pm
Explorers (Y2-6) 6.00 – 7.00pm
Club114 (Y7-9) 6.30 – 8.00pm

Christianity Explored starts.
8-9.30pm. Over seven weeks dig deeper into
Christian faith in a relaxed and friendly
environment. Contact Chris to find out more,
472 8253, chris.hobbs@sssw.org.uk
Fri
12

Stay and Play (baby and toddler
Group) 10.00-11.30am

Musicians rehearsal and social.
7.00-9.00pm, with pizza. We're looking for
more people to get involved with music at
church. Come along and find out more. Speak
to Allan Ooi for more details.
Men’s Breakfast. 8-9.30am.
‘Ordinary Heroes’. Cooked breakfast,
talk, interview and discussion. Sign
up on ChurchSuite.
Sat
13

Dad’s Stay and Play. 10-11.30am £1.50 per
family. Bacon Butties provided.

Great Birmingham Run passes church
this year. Selly Park Road, Selly Avenue
and Elmdon Road will be closed from
9am – 3pm. This could mean you have to plan a
route to come to church if you attend the 10am
service. It also means we’ll have the chance to
cheer runners on, so plan to stay on after the
morning service and bring along some sweets
to cheer some tired athletes on.
Cross Section (Y10-13) 5.30 – 7.00pm, toasties
included.
Sun
14

Open House Lunch. if you are new,
on your own for lunch or simply
would like to get to know people in
church better, why not try an 'Open
House lunch' - they will be running every week
for the next 6 weeks. Just let the hosts know
you would like to attend, get an address &
pitch up!
Oct 14,
21 & 10

Looking Ahead
Midlands Men’s Convention. Cornerstone
Church, Nottingham. ‘Unashamed. The Gospel:
The better story.’
Women’s Book Group are meeting to
discuss ‘Honest Evangelism’ by Rico
Tice, speak to Chris Stonehouse or
Elizabeth Barry for more information.
Nov
3

Nov
12

Cosmic Christianity. Birmingham
Town Hall, 7.30-9.30pm. Tickets £15, or
£5 with special code. To book visit:

Nov
19
www.chaplaincyplus.org.uk/events/johnlennox, to get discount use code: SSSW1

News and Requests
Children’s golf clubs. Yellow, second-hand
children’s golf set (inc bag), suitable for ages 68, free to a good home. Contact Mark and
Cordelia if you are interested.

