making and maturing
disciples of Jesus Christ

th

Sunday 7 July
Welcome to our 10.00am Service

We will be staying together as a church family and continuing the story of Nehemiah
with ‘Come and celebrate!’ (Nehemiah 12:27-43).
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been a
Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a Welcome
Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a Welcome
Card – both are available in the foyer.
There is a Crèche for under 3’s in the Cranmer Room.
Question of the Week: In what way does church family bring you joy?

Refreshments are served in the Foyer after the service, please stay and join us.
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet.

OPENING PRAYER Tom Bryant

THANKSGIVING PRAYER

SONG Sing to God new songs of worship

SONG How good it is to sing

CONFESSION

PRAYERS Gill Sinclair
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER

SONG All through history
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
MEET BEN WELLS
BIBLE READING John Williams
Nehemiah 12:27-43
(page 498)
TALK Chris Hobbs
Come and celebrate!

MEET LAURIE FEARON
NEWS
SONG There is a Redeemer
CLOSING PRAYER
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Sunday 7th July
Welcome to our 4.00pm Service

We will be staying together as a church family and continuing the story of Nehemiah
with ‘Come and celebrate!’ (Nehemiah 12:27-43).
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer.
There is a Crèche for under 3’s in the Church.
Cross Section (Y10-13) meet after the service in the Tyndale Room
Question of the Week: In what way does church family bring you joy?

Refreshments are served in the Foyer before the service.
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet.

OPENING PRAYER Tom Bryant

THANKSGIVING PRAYER

SONG Sing to God new songs of worship

SONG How good it is to sing

CONFESSION

PRAYERS Cordelia Checketts
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER

SONG All through history
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
MEET BEN WELLS
BIBLE READING Amy Walker
Nehemiah 12:27-43
(page 498)
TALK Chris Hobbs
Come and celebrate!

MEET LAURIE FEARON
NEWS
SONG There is a Redeemer
CLOSING PRAYER
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Sunday 7th July
Welcome to our 6.30pm Service

We continue in the Gospel of Mark with ‘The King’s messengers’ (Mark 3:7-19) and we
will be sharing The Lord’s Supper.
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer.

Refreshments are served in the Foyer after the service, please stay and join us.
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet.

PRAYER OF PREPARATION Chris Hobbs

PRAYERS Rebekah Fox
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER

SONGS You’re the Lion of Judah
The grace of God has reached for me

HYMN When I survey

CONFESSION

COMMUNION

MEET BEN WELLS

NEWS

BIBLE READINGS Melanie Britton
Mark 3:7-19 (page 1004)
Acts 1:1-11 (page 1092)

SONGS What grace is mine
From the squalor of a borrowed stable
CLOSING PRAYER

SERMON Andy Martin
The King’s messengers

God’s Building Project
Come and celebrate!

Nehemiah 12:27-34

Missed a sermon recently? Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources)
What I have learned
- to praise God for
- to confess to God
- to ask God for

Mark: Long Live the King
The King’s messengers

Mark 3:7-19

Missed a sermon recently? Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources)
What I have learned
- to praise God for
- to confess to God
- to ask God for

The leader we need
Dear Friends,
Whoever becomes the new leader of the Conservative Party will also become the new Prime
Minister of this country. So, whatever our political affiliation, it has implications for all of
us. What kind of leader do we need, then? Some will be hoping for a leader who will unite
the Conservatives. Others will be hoping for someone who will deliver Brexit (or not). Some
will be hoping for a leader who will make the Conservatives unelectable for years.
Does the Bible give us any guidance about the kind of leader we need? It does. In his first
letter to his trusted lieutenant Timothy, the apostle Paul urges Christians to pray “for kings
and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and
holiness. This is good and pleases God our Saviour, who wants all people to be saved and to
come to a knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:2-4).
That could sound like we’re to pray for the leader who will give us an easy and comfortable
life (and if we’re honest that is often what we vote for). But Paul’s interest – and God’s wish
– is that people are “saved” as they “come to a knowledge of the truth” and that they then
live as Christians “in all godliness and holiness”. It should be clear that some governments
make that easier while others make it harder. So we’re to pray for a leader who will make it
easier for people to become Christians and then to live as Christians.
Yours warmly, in Christ,
Chris Hobbs (Senior Minister/Vicar)
Less than a week to go till Explore! I hope you are feeling excited and
hopeful. What can you be doing?
1. Pray. Remember that it is the Lord who builds his church, and without
him nothing will happen. I particularly hope you can join us on Tuesday
morning or Wednesday evening at the prayer gatherings.
2. Invite. Give out invitations left, right and centre. You don’t know who
might have been pondering the big questions of life, or in whom the Lord
is at work. Ask everyone and see who responds.
3. Serve. Please sign up to serve at one event over the weekend. See the sign up sheet in the foyer.
4. Come. Please plan to come to as many events as you can, and at least one event: it always helps to have a
crowd! Sign up on Church Suite today.

Senior Minister (Vicar) Chris Hobbs
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Parish Office St Stephen’s Church,
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office@sssw.org.uk
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Sundays at St Stephens
10am service, family friendly with activities
for children (crèche – Y6)
3.45 for 4pm service, family friendly with
activities for children and young people
(crèche – Y9)
6.30pm service, relaxed and informal

This Week
Tue
9

Prayer Gathering 9.30-11.15am
(crèche provided).

CAP Prayer Meeting 7.45pm in the Cranmer
Room.
Wed
10

Day Centre (for older people)
10am-2.30pm

Prayer Gathering 7.30pm for refreshments,
8-9.30pm. We will be praying especially for
our ‘Explore’ event, and for Mike and Rachel
Hill, our mission partners for July.
Thu
11

Explorers (Y2-6) 6.00 – 7.00pm
Club114 (Y7-9) 6.30 – 8.00pm.

EXPLORE: A Sceptic’s Guide to
Jesus. See separate posters and
flyers for details of all events and
how to book, and please join us!
ThuSun

Fri
12

Stay and Play baby and toddler
group 10.00-11.30am

Sun
14

Cross Section (Y10-13) 5.30-7.00pm,
toasties included.

Looking Ahead
Jul
21

Prayer Breakfast for Open Doors 8.309.30am, working with persecuted
believers: please come and join us for
this!

Women’s Book Club will discuss “The
book your pastor wishes you would
read”, Christopher Ash, AND “Enjoying
God” by Tim Chester! Speak to
Elizabeth or Chris S for more info. All welcome!
Sep
16

News and Requests
The Explore Team, are looking for a number of
things to help with our events. Do you have:
Outdoor lanterns, fairy lights, extension leads,
chalk boards? If so, please can you bring them to
church on Tues or Wed this week. We are also
looking for 5/6 people to bake 20 Brownies
/Blondies for Sat evening.
Discretionary Fund We would like to establish a
fund of £5,000 in order to help those in church
who are in need. Please send any gifts to Tony
Burridge (Finance Secretary), marked
‘Discretionary Fund’.
Recorded talks from the Church Family
Weekend Away will be available to listen to on
www.sssw.org.uk under ‘sermons’.
Summer Programme: the dates still available to
organise a summer evening activity on a
Wednesday during Jul/Aug are: 31 Jul and 14 Aug.
please do let the Office know by 14th July if you’d
like to do this.
Accommodation sought by young Christian
woman (not a member of St Stephen’s) in a
family home or with an older couple, hoping for
an August start. Financial contribution possible.
Please contact the Office if you can help.
Recently graduated male moving to Birmingham
looking for room to rent immediately. Contact
the church office for his email address.

