
making and maturing  
disciples of Jesus Christ  

Welcome to our 10.00am Service  
 We will think about what ‘Life guaranteed’ means (1 Corinthians 15:12-34) 
 
 

You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been a 
Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a Welcome 
Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a Welcome 
Card – both are available in the foyer. 
 
There is a Crèche for under 3’s in the Cranmer Room. 
Sunday Club (age 3–Y6) Question of the Week: Why aren’t Christians afraid to die? 
 
 
 

 
Refreshments are served in the Foyer after the service, please stay and join us. 
 
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet. 
 

 

OPENING PRAYER Tom Bryant 
 
SONG  Bless the Lord, O my soul 
 
BIBLE READING   read together 
Psalm 8  (page 546) 
 
SONG  Our God is a great big God 
 
Children go to their activities 
 
NEWS 
 
CONFESSION  
 
SONGS  My hope is built on nothing less 

    See the man 

 

 

 

BIBLE READING   Amanda Martin 
1 Corinthians 15:12-34  (page 1155) 
 
SERMON  Andy Martin 
Life guaranteed 
 
PRAYERS   Gill Sinclair 
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER  

 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
HYMN And can it be 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 
 

Sunday 7th April  
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Welcome to our 4.00pm Service  
We will think about what ‘Life guaranteed’ means (1 Corinthians 15:12-34) 

 
 
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been 
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a 
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a 
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer. 
 
There is a Crèche for under 3’s in the Cranmer Room. 
Sunday Club (age 3–Y6) meet in the Tyndale Room. 
Club114 (Y7-9) meet in the Cranmer Room.  
Cross Section (Y10-13) meet after the service in the Tyndale Room. 
Question of the Week: Why aren’t Christians afraid to die? 
 

 

Refreshments are served in the Foyer after the service, please stay and join us. 
 
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet. 

OPENING PRAYER Chris Hobbs 
 
HYMN  My hope is built on nothing less 
CONFESSION 
 
BIBLE READING   read together 
Psalm 8  (page 546) 
 
SONG  Our God is a great big God 
 
Children leave for their activities 
 
NEWS 
 

SONG  Bless the Lord O my soul 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 

BIBLE READING   Andy Schofield 
1 Corinthians 15:12-34  (page 1155) 
 
SERMON  Andy Martin 
Life guaranteed 
 
SONG  See the man 
 
PRAYERS   Andy Walker 
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER  

 
HYMN  And can it be 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 

Sunday 7th April  



Welcome to our Big Questions evening; where we will 
consider the question: One God…Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit? Make your mind up! 
 
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been 
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a 
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a 
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer. 
 
 

 
 

 

Refreshments are served in the Foyer after the service, please stay and join us. 
 

 
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet. 

 

making and maturing  
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Notes from discussion: 
 

WELCOME  Andy Martin 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTION 
 

TALK  Chris Hobbs 
 

DISCUSSION/ 
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

(to text a question: 07988 612525) 

 

CLOSE 
 

Sunday 7th April  



Church United        1 Corinthians 15:12-34 
Life guaranteed     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Missed a sermon recently?  Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources) 
 

What I have learned 
- to praise God for 
 
- to confess to God 
 
- to ask God for 



Big Question: One God…Father, Son and Holy Spirit? Make your mind up! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Missed a sermon recently?  Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources) 

 

What I have learned 
- to praise God for 
 
- to confess to God 
 
- to ask God for 



Senior Minister (Vicar) Chris Hobbs   
Assistant Minister Andy Martin 
Parish Office  St Stephen’s Church,  
Serpentine Road,  Selly Park,   
Birmingham B29 7HU,  0121 472 8253  
office@sssw.org.uk    

 
Remain or Leave? 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
You may have thought this was yet another article about Brexit; you’re probably 
relieved to hear that it isn’t.  It is indeed about whether to leave or to remain, 
but it concerns the Church of England rather than the European Union.  That’s 
the question that many conservative evangelicals are asking as they see the 
rising tide of false teaching which seems to go unchallenged: should we remain 
or should we leave?  Before anyone panics, can I say that I have no intention of 
leaving?  I am an Anglican by conviction (as well as by conception) and see no 
reason why I should leave when it is the Church that is leaving me. 
 
But it is increasingly difficult simply to remain without there being some kind of 
recognisable distancing from the false teachers in the Church.  Paul tells us to 
“Keep away from them” (Romans 16:17), while John urges us: “do not take them 
into your house or welcome them” (2 John 10).  The question for us to work out 
is what that looks like for me as a minister in the Church of England, and for us 
together as a church in the Church of England.  It won’t be easy to work out and 
it certainly won’t be easy to do, but it’s not a simple choice of ‘leave’ or ‘remain’, 
at least not for me.  The question is how we remain with integrity. 
 
Yours warmly, in Christ, 
Chris Hobbs (Senior Minister/Vicar) 

www.sssw.org.uk  

@ssswchurch 

@ssswchurch 

 
Next Big Question: 

Apr 7 at 6.30pm 
 

One God… Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit? Make your mind up. 



  

 
 

Looking Ahead   
Church Family Meal. 6.45 for 7pm start, 
please sign up on the sheet in the foyer 
to come along, and let us know what you 
can bring. There is also a help sign up 

sheet to help, if you are able to help the evening 
run smoothly in any way it would be very much 
appreciated. 
 

Good Friday. All Age service, 10am. 
Reflection, 11.30am ‘Words of Life’. 
 
Easter Sunday Celebration for all ages 
with Holy Communion, 10am. 
 

Weekend Away 2019. ‘Running the 
Race’, with Wallace and Lindsay Benn. 
Please aim to join us. Sign up on 
Church Suite or speak to the Office. 

 

 
News and Requests 
A good read. All available on the bookstall. 
The Wonder of Easter – An Easter journey for the 
whole family (£5.50). 
The Beauty of the Cross – Reflections for Lent 
(£5). 
How to Walk into Church (£2.50) 
 

Accommodation required for July. Do you have a 
spare room available to rent to one of our female 
music students throughout July? Please contact 
Susanna Blamire through Church Suite, or 
contact the office to be put in touch with her. 
 
Furniture needed in good condition to give to 
someone setting up home. A chest of drawers, 
bed or something else? Please let Andy Martin 
know as soon as possible. 
 
Birmingham Passion Play 2019, 16-18 Apr. We 
are looking for volunteer Stewards, with various 
dates available from 9th to 18th April. If you’d like 
to help, please email the office. 
 
 
 

Sundays at St Stephens 
10am service, family friendly with activities 
for children (crèche – Y6)  
4pm service, family friendly with activities 
for children and young people (crèche – Y9) 
6.30pm service, relaxed and informal 
 
 

Today 
CAP short meeting after 10am service today, 
upstairs in the Tyndale room. Please come if 
you’re interested in supporting on an ad hoc 
or regular basis. 
 

Cross Section (Y10-13)  5.30-7.00pm, toasties  
included. 
 
 

This Week 
Parenting Evening. ‘Raising Kids: 
when life is crazy-busy.’ 7.45pm for 
refreshments, 8.00pm start. Pick up a 

flyer from the Foyer. Hope to see you there. 
 

CAP Prayer Gathering 7.45 – 9pm at St 
Stephens. 
 

Day Centre (for older people)  
10am-2.30pm  
 

Annual Meeting. 8.00pm in Church, 
coffee from 7.30pm. Please see noticeboard 
for nomination forms for churchwardens, 
PCC members and Deanery Synod reps to be 
elected at this meeting. See flyer for further 
details. 

 

‘Being an Evangelical in the Church of 
England – Challenges and 
Opportunities’, 7.45-9.15pm with Rev 

Dr Ian Paul. The first meeting of the new 
Birmingham Diocesan Fellowship! Open to 
all. Flyers in the Foyer. 
 

Stay and Play baby and toddler  
group 10.00-11.30am 
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