Sunday 6th January

making and maturing
disciples of Jesus Christ

Welcome to our 10.00am Service

In church we will all be staying together and will be looking at ‘Give thanks’
(Psalm 118:1).
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer.
There is a Crèche for under 3’s in the Cranmer Room.

Refreshments are served in the Cranmer Room after the service, please stay and join us.
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet.

OPENING PRAYER Tom Bryant

SONG Give thanks to the Lord

HYMN Amazing grace

MEMORY VERSE RECITAL

CONFESSION

THANKSGIVING PRAYER

MEMORY VERSE GAME

PRAYERS Rob Davies
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER

SONG All through history
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
BIBLE READING Heather Woodward
Psalm 118 (page 616)
TALK Helen Buckley
Give thanks

NEWS
SONG Bless the Lord, O my soul
Please collect your child from crèche
CLOSING PRAYER

making and maturing
disciples of Jesus Christ
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Sunday 6 January
Welcome to our 4.00pm Service

In church we will all be staying together and will be looking at ‘Give thanks’
(Psalm 118:1).
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer.
There is a Crèche for under 3’s in the Cranmer Room.

Refreshments are served in the foyer after the service, please stay and join us.
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet.

OPENING PRAYER Tom Bryant

SONG Give thanks to the Lord

HYMN Amazing grace

MEMORY VERSE RECITAL

CONFESSION

THANKSGIVING PRAYER

MEMORY VERSE GAME

PRAYERS Sam Allen
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER

SONG All through history
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
BIBLE READING Peter Scurlock
Psalm 118 (page 616)
TALK Helen Buckley
Give thanks

NEWS
SONG Bless the Lord, O my soul
Please collect your child from crèche
CLOSING PRAYER

making and maturing
disciples of Jesus Christ

Sunday 6th January
Welcome to our 6.30pm Service

Mark Checketts will be speaking on ‘Jesus, the Word of God’ (Hebrews 1:1-4) and we
will share the Lord’s Supper.

You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer.

Refreshments are served in the foyer after the service, please stay and join us.
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet.

PRAYER OF PREPARATION Maurice Sinclair

THE NICENE CREED

SONGS All creatures of our God and King
You died in my place

PRAYERS Mark Fox
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER

CONFESSION

SONG See He dies

SONG Who could know Your thoughts?

COMMUNION

BIBLE READINGS Rebekah Fox
Psalm 2 (page 543)
Hebrews 1:1-4 (page 1201)

NEWS

SERMON Mark Checketts
Jesus, the Word of God

CLOSING PRAYER

SONG You’re the Word of God the Father

Give thanks

Psalm 118:1

What I have learned
- to praise God for
- to confess to God
- to ask God for

Missed a sermon recently? Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources)

Jesus, the Word of God

Hebrews 1:1-4

What I have learned
- to praise God for
- to confess to God
- to ask God for
Missed a sermon recently? Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources)

The way things are
Dear Friends,
First of all, let me wish you a very Happy New Year – a year full of God’s blessing in which
you experience more deeply just how good the Lord is, whose love endures for ever –
especially as I shan’t actually be with you this Sunday. Hopefully I will have arrived in
Myanmar to help with the School of Biblical Training once again (and not waylaid in Dubai
for twenty-four hours as last year!).
Let me leave you with something to ponder. It comes from a comment I read that the Bible
“is a single work of God, but is a complex single work”, with many human authors and yet a
single divine author, and that this reflects the nature of God himself, a triune God who is
both single (one God) and complex (three persons). It then dawned on me that this idea of
“a complex single work” applies to far more than just the Bible.
It is also true of humanity, where ‘man’ is both male and female. But is it not true of the
individual human body, with many complex parts wonderfully united in one single person?
And of the planet we inhabit, with land, sea and skies, plants, animals, birds and fish all
different yet working together in harmony. And is it not true of the wider universe as well?
It should not surprise us to find that the world is the way it is because its Creator is who he
is, complex and yet single. To him be the glory!
Yours warmly, in Christ,
Chris Hobbs (Senior Minister/Vicar)

Feb 3
How is Christianity different
to other religions?
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Sundays at St Stephens
10am service, family friendly with activities
for children (crèche – Y6)
4pm service, family friendly with activities
for children and young people (crèche – Y9)
Cross Section (Y10-13)
5.30-7.00pm, toasties included
6.30pm service, relaxed and informal

This Week
Tue
8

Prayer Gathering. 9.30-11.15am
(crèche provided)
CAP Prayer Meeting, 7.45pm at
St. Stephen's.

Day Centre (for older people)
Wed
10am-2.30pm
9
Prayer Gathering. 7.30pm for
refreshments, 8-9.30pm
Thu
10

Fri
11

Explorers (Y2-6) 6.00 – 7.00pm
Club114 (Y7-9) 6.30 – 8.00pm
Life Explored starts. 8-9.30pm at
Church. Speak to Andy Martin to find
out more.
Stay and Play baby and toddler
group. 10.00-11.30am

Joy of Rest Women’s Weekend starts 7.00pm,
and continues on Sat 12th. Invitations in the
Foyer. All women in church welcome! Last
day to sign up is TODAY.
Sat
12

Dad’s Stay and Play. 10-11.30am.
£1.50 per family, bacon butties
included.

Andy Cole from Monyhull will be
preaching on Hebrews 10 at the
10am and 4pm.
Parent’s and carers Forum straight after the
10am and 4pm services. A chance to hear
from Helen and Tom about what the children
and young people will be looking at this term,
with ideas of things you can do at home.
Cross Section (Y10-13) 5.30-7.00pm, toasties
included.
New series on Joseph starts at the 6.30pm,
beginning in Genesis 37.
Sun
13

Full sermon card for the term will be available
next week, in the meantime all the series and
service information you need is on ChurchSuite
and the Website.

Looking Ahead
Unstuck; break free from ungodly
habits and behaviours. MGP Day
Conference for leaders with Tim Lane.
‘Living without worry’ free evening
session for everyone, 7pm. Flyers in the Foyer.
Jan
23

Jan
26

Church Family Walk. Details to follow.
See the Checketts to find out more.

Jan
28

Women's book club are now reading
Crazy Busy by Kevin Deyoung. Speak to
Elizabeth Barry to find out more.

Feb
2

Sex…a better story. Agape’s Family Life
bring you this vision and equipping day
together at the Solihull Renewal Centre.
Flyers in the foyer.

Church Family Weekend Away 2019.
We will be going to Hothorpe Hall,
please put the date in your diary and
plan to join us. Details will be out in the coming
months. We do need a team of people to help
run the weekend, if you are interested in
helping out please get in touch with the
Parish Office or Mark Checketts.
Jun
28-30

News and Requests
Jem Huggins will be leaving her role as
Administrator in February, after 8 years. PCC are
working on appointing someone new. We are so
grateful to Jem for all she has done. Please pray
for her and for her successor.
Wanted: Ministry Trainees, Sep 2019-Aug 2020.
Spend a year serving the church and learning
gospel ministry. A great way to see if gospel
ministry is right for you long-term. Details from
Chris Hobbs/Parish Office.
Sunday Service rotas have been published on
ChurchSuite. If you’d like a paper copy let Jem
Huggins know.

