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Sunday 5 August

making and maturing
disciples of Jesus Christ

Welcome to our 10.00am Service

Chris Hobbs will be speaking on ‘The true vine’ (John 15:1-17)
and we will be staying together as one church family.
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer.
There is a Crèche (for under 3’s) in the Cranmer Room.

Refreshments are served in the foyer after the service, please stay and join us.
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet.

OPENING PRAYER Andy Martin

SONG He’s our rescuer

SONG You have called us out of darkest
night

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

CONFESSION

PRAYERS Chris Porter
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER

SONG Your love will last forever
BIBLE READINGS Richard Griffith
Isaiah 5:1-7 (page 689)
John 15:1-17 (page 1083)
TALK Chris Hobbs
The true vine

NEWS
HYMN What a friend we have in Jesus
Please collect your child from crèche
BLESSING
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Sunday 5 August
Welcome to our 6.30pm Service

Mark Checketts will be speaking on ‘What can man do to me?’ (Psalm 56)
and we will be sharing the Lord’s Supper.

You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer.

Refreshments are served in the foyer after the service, please stay and join us.
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet.

OPENING PRAYER Andy Martin
SONGS In days of peace and days of rest
You died in my place
CONFESSION

PRAYERS Imogen Prasad
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE NICENE CREED
SONG I hear the Saviour say

BIBLE READINGS Jane Wong
1 Samuel 21:10-15 (page 328)
Psalm 56 (page 576)

COMMUNION

SERMON Mark Checketts
‘What can man do to me?’

HYMN The Lord’s my shepherd

SONG When trials come

CLOSING PRAYER

NEWS

Who does Jesus think he is?
The true vine

John 15:1-17

What I have learned
- to praise God for
- to confess to God
- to ask God for

Missed a sermon recently? Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources)

Praying with the Psalms
‘What can man do to me?’

Psalm 56

What I have learned
- to praise God for
- to confess to God
- to ask God for
Missed a sermon recently? Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources)

Everyday miracles
Dear Friends,
“There is nothing that God hath established in a constant course of nature, and which
therefore is done every day, but would seem a miracle, and exercise our imagination, if it
were done but once” (John Donne).
Imagine how excited you would be if you had never before seen a sunrise, or the first green
shoots of spring, or rain falling from the sky. Would it not seem like a miracle? Would you
not be glued to the experience, wondering what would happen next, wondering whether you
would ever see it again? We get some idea of what that might be like when we see the joy on
the faces of young children seeing snow for the first time.
The sad truth is that we grow tired of the wonders God works every day merely to keep the
world turning and us breathing. Because we have discovered a fraction of how God does
some of these things, we should not lose sight of the fact that it is he who does them.
Instead, it should lead us to marvel at what he does every day and every year without fail,
whether that is on the cosmic scale of the planets or the microscopic scale of the human
brain.
The LORD “makes grass grow for the cattle, and plants for people to cultivate – bringing
forth food from the earth: wine that gladdens human hearts, oil to make their faces shine,
and bread that sustains their hearts” (Psalm 104:14-15, NIV). Praise the Lord!
Your friend and brother,
Chris Hobbs (Senior Minister/Vicar)
#MeettheFamily (more on Facebook and Instagram)
Thom is a born and bred Yorkshireman, loves his job as a speech and
language therapist, is married to the wonderfully creative Elly and is a
follower of Jesus.
One of his favourite Bible verses reminds him that 'if we are faithless, He
remains faithful, He cannot deny Himself' (2 Timothy 2:13). Thom knows it's
hard to stay faithful to God, but knows he can reply on God to stay faithful
to him. One of God's wonderful promises is that God is constant and reliable,
which Thom finds very reassuring in our ever-changing, unreliable world.

If you don’t have an account with Facebook or Instagram you can see what
we get up to by looking at the bottom of our homepage: www.sssw.org.uk
Senior Minister (Vicar) Chris Hobbs
Assistant Minister Andy Martin
Parish Office St Stephen’s Church,
Serpentine Road, Selly Park,
Birmingham B29 7HU, 0121 472 8253
jem.huggins@sssw.org.uk

www.sssw.org.uk
@ssswchurch
@ssswchurch

Sundays at St Stephens
10am service, for all ages with activities for
children (crèche to year 6)
6.30pm service, more relaxed and informal.
The 4pm service will return on Sun 9 Sept

This Week
Wed
8

Day Centre (for older people)
10am – 2.30pm

Prayer Gathering. 7.30pm for refreshments,
8-9.30pm at Church.
Thu
9

Funeral service for Eric Harborne.
12 noon at St Stephen’s Church.

We have weekly Fellowship Groups in term
time. Speak to Chris Hobbs to find out more.

Looking Ahead
Summer Socials
Aug
15
Aug
22
Aug
29

Aug
28-31

Pudding Party at the Twisses.
7.30pm at
An evening in China* at the Devases.
8pm at
*In Selly Park!

Pizza, snacks, wine and coffee
evening at the Simcox’s. 7.00-9.00pm

Out of this world
Holiday Club

10am-12noon at St Stephens.
Sign up forms are in the foyer; take lots to
invite school friends!
Lots of exciting ways that you can help, see
the big sign up sheet in the foyer.

Church Family Weekend Away, at
Hothorpe Hall. There is an
opportunity to begin paying for the
weekend in instalments now.
Contact the Parish Office if this is
something you’d like to do.
June
28-30
2019

News and Requests
Can you help send a family to Holiday Club?
We’d love to be able to offer places to some
families from CAP, if you can help out please let
Helen Buckley know.
Holiday Club leaders and helpers. Would all
those involved in holiday club please collect
their handbook from the pigeon holes.
Thank you!
Church Suite is here!
Soon the rota feature will be in full use. Please
upload your unavailability to the ‘Rota’ section
of the app/system ahead of planning rotas for
the autumn term. Contact Jem Huggins if you
are having trouble doing this.
Lost property will be re-homed on Tuesday.
Please look on tables at the back of church and
reclaim anything that is yours.
Job opportunity. Our mission partners, Mike &
Rachel Hill (Friends International) are looking
for a part-time administrator (8-12 hrs a week
paid work). Details:https://isbham.org/ukvolunteers/join-us/ or call Mike on
Holiday Host families needed to look after
some year 9-13 students from China over halfterm and holiday breaks (this is paid). Contact
Ning Chang if you can help;

