
making and maturing  
disciples of Jesus Christ  

Welcome to our 10.00am Service  
 We will be staying together as a Church Family and we are beginning the story of 
Nehemiah: God’s Building Project: ‘It started with a prayer’ (Nehemiah 1). 
 

You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been a 
Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a Welcome 
Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a Welcome 
Card – both are available in the foyer. 
 
There is a Crèche for under 3’s in the Cranmer Room. 
 
 
 
 

 
Refreshments are served in the Foyer after the service, please stay and join us. 
 
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet. 
 

 

OPENING PRAYER  Chris Hobbs 
 
SONG  In days of peace and days of rest 
 
CONFESSION  
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 
SONG  The wise man built his house upon 
the rock 
 
BIBLE READING    
Heather Katsonga-Woodward 
Nehemiah 1:1-11 (page 485) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TALK  Helen Buckley 
It started with a prayer 
 
SONG Holy Spirit, living breath of God 
 
PRAYERS   David Stokes 
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER  

 
NEWS 
 
HYMN  All creatures of our God and King 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 
 

Sunday 5th May  



making and maturing  
disciples of Jesus Christ  

Welcome to our 4.00pm Service  
We will be staying together as a Church Family and we are beginning the story of   

Nehemiah: God’s Building Project: ‘It started with a prayer’ (Nehemiah 1). 
 
 
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been 
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a 
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a 
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer. 
 
There is a Crèche for under 3’s in the Church. 
 
 
 
 

 

Refreshments are served in the Foyer before the service. 
 
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet. 

OPENING PRAYER  Chris Hobbs 
 
SONG  In days of peace and days of rest 
 
CONFESSION  
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 
SONG  The wise man built his house upon the 
rock 
 
BIBLE READING   Andy Schofield 
Nehemiah 1:1-11 (page 485) 
 
 

 

TALK  Helen Buckley 
It started with a prayer 
 
SONG Holy Spirit, living breath of God 
 
PRAYERS   Sam Allen 
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER  

 
NEWS 
 
HYMN  All creatures of our God and King 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 
 
 
 

Sunday 5th May  



Welcome to our 6.30pm Service 
We will be finishing the story of Joseph with ‘All’s well that ends well?’  

(Genesis 49:28-50:26) 
 
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been 
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a 
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a 
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Refreshments are served in the Foyer after the service, please stay and join us. 
 
 
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet. 
 

making and maturing  
disciples of Jesus Christ  

 
NEWS 
 
SONG From the breaking of the dawn 
 
BIBLE READING   Jill Webb 
Genesis 49:28-50:26 (page 56) 
 

SERMON  Chris Hobbs 
All’s well that ends well 

 
SONG  When peace like a river 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 

OPENING PRAYER  Rebekah Fox 
 
HYMN Amazing grace 

 Bless the Lord, O my soul 
 

CONFESSION 
 
PRAYERS Nick Devas 
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER  

 
SONG How good it is to sing 
HYMN Our only hope is you 

 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 

Sunday 5th May 



God’s Building Project      Nehemiah 1 
It started with a prayer     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Missed a sermon recently?  Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources) 
 

What I have learned 
- to praise God for 
 
- to confess to God 
 
- to ask God for 



Joseph: intended for Good       Genesis 49:28-50:26 
All’s well that ends well 
 
 
What happens: 
• Jacob dies looking to Canaan (49:28-50:3) 
• Jacob is buried in Canaan (50:4-14) 
• Joseph reassures his brothers (50:15-21) 
• Joseph dies looking to Canaan (50:22-26) 
 
 
 
Joseph as a man of faith: 
1. Leaves justice to God (50:19) 
 
 
 
 
2. Sees God’s providence (50:20) 
 
 
 
 
3. Repays evil with good (50:21) 
 
 
 
 
4. Trusts God’s promises (50:24-25) 
 
 
 
 

 
Missed a sermon recently?  Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources) 

 

What I have learned 
- to praise God for 
 
- to confess to God 
 
- to ask God for 



Senior Minister (Vicar) Chris Hobbs   
Associate Minister Andy Martin 
Parish Office  St Stephen’s Church,  
Serpentine Road,  Selly Park,   
Birmingham B29 7HU,  0121 472 8253  
office@sssw.org.uk    

 
What a mess we’re in 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
I was dismayed when I read the latest GAFCON Quarterly.  It spoke of the chaos surrounding 
the 2020 Lambeth Conference for bishops in the Anglican Communion.  It turns out that the 
‘spouses’ of three bishops who are in same-sex unions will not be invited because this is felt 
not to be “appropriate”.  However, the bishops themselves who are in the very same unions 
will be invited, along with the bishops who consecrated them as bishops, those who 
‘married’ them and those who endorse their lifestyle. 
 
Meanwhile the Bishop of Liverpool has said he will attend, but without his wife in protest.  
And an MP has called for court action over what he sees as workplace discrimination.  The 
University of Kent, where the conference is to be held, has said that they will provide 
accommodation for the same-sex ‘spouses’ anyway.  And the College of Bishops in Toronto 
has stated that the partner of one bishop in a same-sex union will attend the conference 
although not invited.  What a mess! 
 
It is tempting to think that the problem is with ‘that lot’ and ‘over there’.  But surely we’re all 
in some way part of the problem?  Which is not to say that we’re guilty of the same sins or 
that action isn’t required.  But it is striking to see Nehemiah’s reaction to learning that 
God’s people back in Judah are “in great trouble and disgrace”.  He confesses to God “the 
sins we Israelites, including myself and my father’s family, have committed against you” 
(Nehemiah 1:3, 6).  So perhaps our first prayer should be, “Lord, have mercy.” 
 
Yours warmly, in Christ, 
Chris Hobbs (Senior Minister/Vicar) 

www.sssw.org.uk  

@ssswchurch 

@ssswchurch 

Jesus: Myth, Legend or History? 
 

The Christian faith is based around the historical figure of Jesus 
of Nazareth, but can we really know anything about him – his life, 

his death, his resurrection?  
 

Dr Peter Williams, Principal of Tyndale House, Cambridge, will 

be speaking on Tues 4th June, 7 – 9.30pm at the ICC.  
 

The evening includes a light buffet, a presentation and extended 
time of Q&A with Dr Williams.  



 

 
 

Looking Ahead   
Church Maintenance Morning 10am – 
1pm. Please come and help with all 
sorts of jobs to keep our church 
grounds looking great! Gardening tools 

welcome but not essential. 
 

Prayer Breakfast 8.30-9.30 am: Praying 
for the persecuted church: please come 
and join us in the Cranmer Room!  
(More info: Nick Devas) 

 

Jesus: Myth, Legend or History? See 
box advert on ‘Thought for the Week on 
back page. 
 

Women’s book club are reading ‘Daring 
to Hope’ by Katie Davis Majors, about 
suffering, unanswered prayers and 
trusting God throughout. Speak to 

Elizabeth Barry or Chris Stonehouse. 
 

Weekend Away 2019. ‘Running the 
Race’, with Wallace and Lindsay Benn. 
Deadline to sign up 2nd June. 
 

Explore: A Skeptic’s Guide to Jesus. 
Glen Scrivener will be joining us for a 
long weekend to address questions like 
“Just who is Jesus, Why is he Important, 

What did he do?” Please save the dates and start 
thinking about and praying for people to invite. 
 

News and Requests 
Helen Buckley is looking for a couple of Lego 
figures that are builders (with hard hat and 
hammer), and a couple of Lego cups. Can you 
donate any for Sunday Club? 
 

Parents/carers, please would you make sure 
your children don’t go on the path around the 
back of the Cranmer room. It’s not a safe area for 
them to play. 
 

Ann Norton sadly died on April 15th. Her funeral 
service will be at Lodge Hill at 10.45am on Tues 
7th May, with tea and cake afterwards at Christ 
Church, Selly Park. All welcome, please let 
Jacquie Dewsbury know in advance. 
 
 

Sundays at St Stephens 
10am service, family friendly with activities 
for children (crèche – Y6)  
4pm service, family friendly with activities 
for children and young people (crèche – Y9) 
6.30pm service, relaxed and informal 
 

This Week 
Prayer Gathering: 9.30-11.15am 
(crèche provided)  
Rooted for students. 6.30-9.00pm at 

St Wulstans, food included  
 

Day Centre (for older people)  
10am-2.30pm  
 

Prayer Gathering: 7.30pm for refreshments, 
8-9.30pm. We will be praying for John and 
Ruth McNeill, Elmdon Parish Church, 
international students and our own 
ministries. 
 

Cross Section Bible Study (Y10-13) 
4.30-5.30pm 
Explorers (Y2-6) 6.00 – 7.00pm  

Club114 (Y7-9) 6.30 – 8.00pm. 
 

Stay and Play baby and toddler  
group 10.00-11.30am 
 

 

Men’s Breakfast: ‘Staying Fresh’ – 
including how to have a quiet time.  
8 – 9.30am. Join us for Bible teaching, 

discussion, practical help and prayer. £4. 
Please sign up by Wed 8th May on Church 
Suite or contact the office. 
 

Dad’s Stay n Play. 10-11.30am. £1.50 per 
family, bacon butties included. 
 

Cross Section (Y10-13)  5.30-7.00pm, 
toasties  included. 
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