Sunday 4th November

making and maturing
disciples of Jesus Christ

Welcome to our 10.00am Service

We are staying together as one big church family for our Toy Service when we will be
giving toys to Birmingham City Mission toy project and there will also be a
Thanksgiving for Daniel Barry
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer.
There is a Crèche for under 3’s in the Cranmer Room.

Refreshments are served in the foyer after the service, please stay and join us.
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet.

OPENING PRAYER Helen Buckley

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

HYMN Stand up, stand up for Jesus
Toys will be brought up to the front

CONFESSION

THANKSGIVING

PRAYERS Rob Davies
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER

SONG All through history

NEWS

BIBLE READINGS Margaret Twiss
2 Timothy 2:1-13 (page 1195)

SONG When I was lost you came and
rescued me
Please collect your child from crèche

TALK Andy Martin
Keep right on to the end of the road
SONG Nothing but grace

CLOSING PRAYER
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Sunday 4 November
Welcome to our 4.00pm Service

We are staying together as one big church family for our Toy Service when we will be
giving toys to Birmingham City Mission toy project.
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer.
There is a Crèche for under 3’s in the Cranmer Room.
Cross Section will be meeting after the service to think about communion. Ask us why we
celebrate the Lord’s Supper at church.

Refreshments are served in the foyer after the service, please stay and join us.
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet.

OPENING PRAYER Helen Buckley

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

HYMN Stand up, stand up for Jesus
Toys will be brought up to the front

CONFESSION

SONG It’s a light and a hammer
BIBLE READINGS Andy Schofield
2 Timothy 2:1-13 (page 1195)

PRAYERS Charlie Cook
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER
NEWS

TALK Andy Martin
Keep right on to the end of the road

SONG When I was lost you came and
rescued me
Please collect your child from crèche

SONG Nothing but grace

CLOSING PRAYER
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Sunday 4th November
Welcome to our 6.30pm Service

Andy Martin will be speaking on ‘Unashamed worker’ (2 Timothy 2:14-19)
and we will be sharing the Lord’s Supper.

You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer.

Refreshments are served in the foyer after the service, please stay and join us.
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet.

OPENING PRAYER Chris Hobbs

SERMON Andy Martin
Unashamed worker

HYMN To God be the glory
SONG I once was lost in darkest night

SONG What a fearful scene

CONFESSION

COMMUNION

PRAYERS Nick Devas
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER

NEWS
SONG How firm a foundation

SONG When I fear my faith will fail
CLOSING PRAYER
BIBLE READINGS Dawn Evans
Numbers 16:1-7, 23-35 (page 153)
2 Timothy 2:14-19 (page 1196)

Keep right on to the end of the road

2 Timothy 2:1-13

What I have learned
- to praise God for
- to confess to God
- to ask God for

Missed a sermon recently? Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources)

Unashamed
Unashamed worker

2 Timothy 2:14-19

1. God’s people need leaders who put a stop to false teaching. (14, 16-18)

2. God’s people need leaders who are concerned for God’s approval not human
approval. (15)

3. God’s people need leaders who correctly handle the Bible. (15)

4. God’s people need leaders who trust God to keep his people. (19)

What I have learned
- to praise God for
- to confess to God
- to ask God for

Abducted, beaten, tortured
Dear Friends,
Some of you will already use the Open Doors prayer diary to pray for persecuted Christians
around the world. October is a month of prayer for India which is now 11th in the Open
Doors World Watch List of the most persecuting countries, despite being the world’s largest
democracy with a constitution that guarantees religious freedom.
Hindu extremism is a particular problem, so it is appropriate to pray for Christian believers
who come from a Hindu background. Here are two such prayer requests:
“Gallu* was abucted, beaten and tortured by local villagers to try to force him to renounce
his faith. His house was also burnt down. Thankfully he escaped from his abductors. Pray
for physical and emotional healing for Gallu, and for protection for local believers who are
extremely fearful.”
“When Mamta* decided to follow Jesus, Hindu extremists placed her name on a list and
presented it to a senior government official, accusing her of converting other Hindus to
Christianity. Pray for protection for Mamta and her children and ask the Lord to bring her
wider family to know him.” (*Not their real names)
It’s hard to imagine how we would manage in similar circumstances. We can give thanks for
their faith in Christ and pray for them as requested, and also pray that the Lord might give
us similar courage. You can get the prayer diary for yourself from www.opendoorsuk.org
Yours warmly, in Christ,
Chris Hobbs (Senior Minister/Vicar)
#MeettheFamily (more on Facebook and Instagram)
Allan is a Scotsman, partial to a good BBC thriller, he’s musical, recently
undertook the 1 million step challenge for Diabetes UK and is a follower of
Jesus.
His life and purpose changed when he was 18. He had been driven by
achievements and academic success, but when he started university in
London he found the new city lonely and the the degree tough. He met some
Christians who challenged his (incorrect) view on Christianity. He saw that
God wanted to be in a relationship with him. In fact that was his reason for
being, he saw that his purpose was to know God and follow Jesus. He saw that
he was loved for who he was, not what he’d achieved. Even better was the
discovery that God’s love is eternal, and even when life is tough there is
something infinitely great to look forward to.
Senior Minister (Vicar) Chris Hobbs
Assistant Minister Andy Martin
Parish Office St Stephen’s Church,
Serpentine Road, Selly Park,
Birmingham B29 7HU, 0121 472 8253
jem.huggins@sssw.org.uk

www.sssw.org.uk
@ssswchurch
@ssswchurch

Sundays at St Stephens
10am, a family friendly service with activities
for children (crèche – Y6)
4pm, a family friendly service with activities
for children and young people (crèche – Y9)
Cross Section (Y10-13)
5.30-7.00pm, toasties included
6.30pm service, more relaxed and informal.

This Week
Toy Service at 10am and 4pm
Please bring new toys for the
Birmingham City Mission toy project.
Please don’t wrap the presents, but rolls of
wrapping paper are helpful.
Sun
4

Cross Section (Y10-13) 5.30-7.00pm.
Tue
6
Wed
7

Prayer Gathering. 9.30-11.15am
(crèche provided)
Day Centre (for older people)
10am-2.30pm

Prayer Gathering. 7.30pm for
refreshments, 8-9.30pm
Thu
8

Cross-Section Bible Study (Y10-13)
4.30-5.30pm
Explorers (Y2-6) 6.00 – 7.00pm
Club114 (Y7-9) 6.30 – 8.00pm
Stay and Play (baby and toddler
Group) 10.00-11.30am

Fri
9
Sat
10
Sun
11

Dad’s Stay and Play. 10-11.30am
£1.50 per family. Bacon Butties.
Cross Section (Y10-13) 5.30-7.00pm,
toasties included.

Big Question for November
Do science and
Christianity mix?

Looking Ahead
Nov
12

Women’s Book Group meet to discuss
‘Honest Evangelism’ (Rico Tice). See
Chris Stonehouse or Elizabeth Barry.

Praying for Cosmic Chemistry.
7.45-9.15pm at St Stephens.
CAP Money Course – A budgeting
course to help you gain control of your
finances. 7:00-9:00pm, Bournville
Community Hub. Continues on 20th and 27th.
Book online: www.capmoneycourse.org or call
0121
Nov
13

Nov
15

Why do good people do bad things?
7:30-9:30pm, University of
Birmingham. Flyers in the foyer.

Suffering Church Sunday. Vaughan
Thomas of Open Doors will be with us.
There will be a Church Family lunch
with a short session afterwards. Suggested
donation £3 per person. All welcome.
Nov
18

Cosmic Christianity – Do science and
Christianity mix? Birmingham Town
Hall, 7.30-9.30pm. Tickets £15, or £5
with special code. To book visit:
www.chaplaincyplus.org.uk/events/johnlennox, to get discount use code: SSSW1
Nov
19

Nov
24

Maintenance Morning. 9.30am 1.00pm, All welcome, even for an
hour. Tools supplied

Nov
30

Christmas Craft Evening, 7.30-9.15pm
at St Stephens, with paper crafting.
Tickets on ChurchSuite, or from the
Parish Office.

News and Requests
Parish Office is open as usual this week.

