Sunday 2nd December

making and maturing
disciples of Jesus Christ

Welcome to our 10.00am Service

In church we will be looking at ‘Jesus: Revealed’ (Luke 24:13-32).

You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer.
There is a Crèche for under 3’s in the Cranmer Room.
Ask a member of Sunday Club: What do we know about Luke? Why did he write his book?
What are some of the things we’ve all learnt about Jesus this term?
Refreshments are served in the foyer after the service, please stay and join us.
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE

PRAYERS Chris Porter
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER

OPENING PRAYER David Twiss
HYMN O come O come Emmanuel
CONFESSION
SONG In Ephesians 3v18
NEWS
Children leave for their activities

SONG When I fear my faith will fail
BIBLE READINGS Richard Griffith
Psalm 110 (page 613)
Luke 24:13-32 (page 1061)
SERMON Chris Hobbs
Jesus: Revealed

SONG O Great God of Highest Heaven

SONG Yes Finished the Messiah dies
Please collect your child from crèche

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

CLOSING PRAYER

making and maturing
disciples of Jesus Christ

nd

Sunday 2 December
Welcome to our 4.00pm Service

In church we will be looking at ‘Jesus: Revealed’ (Luke 24:13-32).
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer.
There is a Crèche for under 3’s in the Cranmer Room.
Ask a member of Sunday Club: What do we know about Luke? Why did he write his book?
What are some of the things we’ve all learnt about Jesus this term?
Ask Club114: why the resurrection matters?
Ask Cross Section: What the happy ending to God’s Big Story in the Bible is?
Club114 meet during the service, Cross Section meet afterwards.
Refreshments are served in the foyer after the service, please stay and join us.
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE

PRAYERS Sam Allen
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER

OPENING PRAYER Mark Checketts
HYMN O come O come Emmanuel
CONFESSION
SONG In Ephesians 3v18
NEWS
Children leave for their activities

SONG When I fear my faith will fail
BIBLE READINGS Sally Schofield
Psalm 110 (page 613)
Luke 24:13-32 (page 1061)
SERMON Chris Hobbs
Jesus: Revealed

SONG O Great God of Highest Heaven

SONG Yes Finished the Messiah dies
Please collect your child from crèche

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

CLOSING PRAYER

making and maturing
disciples of Jesus Christ

Sunday 2nd December
Welcome to our 6.30pm Service

Andy Martin will be speaking on ‘Finishing well’ (2 Timothy 4:6-22) and we will share
the Lord’s Supper.

You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer.

Refreshments are served in the foyer after the service, please stay and join us.
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet.

PRAYER OF PREPARATION Chris Hobbs

CONFESSION

HYMN O come, O come Emmanuel
SONG See the man

SONG God the uncreated one
COMMUNION

BIBLE READINGS Melanie Britton
Psalm 62:1-12 (page 579)
2 Timothy 4:6-22 (page 1197)
SERMON Andy Martin
Finishing well
SONG By faith
PRAYERS
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER

NEWS
SONG From the squalor of a borrowed
stable
CLOSING PRAYER

Jesus: Revealed

Luke 24:13-32

What I have learned
- to praise God for
- to confess to God
- to ask God for

Missed a sermon recently? Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources)

Unashamed
Finishing well

2 Timothy 4:6-22

What I have learned
- to praise God for
- to confess to God
- to ask God for
Missed a sermon recently? Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources)

Making people feel guilty?
Dear Friends,
Have you been accused of making others feel guilty? Have you refrained from saying
something for fear of making someone feel guilty? Have you heard someone protest, “You’re
just trying to make me feel guilty”? Instinctively we feel it’s wrong to make someone feel
guilty.
And then I heard an older minister friend say with a broad smile, “I have a ministry of making
people feel guilty” – as if it’s something to be proud of! Was he totally out of order (which
was my first thought) or did I need to think about this a little more carefully?
Now, if it’s our intention to make other people feel guilty, that's not a godly desire! However,
if we’re reminding them of something they ought to be doing which they aren’t doing (or
ought not to be doing which they are doing) and as a result they feel guilty, is that such a bad
thing? Especially if we’re reminding them of God’s requirements?
If that were something to be avoided, we’d have to say that the Lord Jesus and his apostles
didn’t do a very good job! They’re constantly reminding us of what God requires of us. Take a
look for yourself! Anyway, is feeling guilty such a bad thing if I’m living contrary to what God
requires? Isn’t that my conscience working to bring me to repentance? So, having thought
about it again I realise my friend was right after all – as he usually is!
Yours warmly, in Christ,
Chris Hobbs (Senior Minister/Vicar)
#MeettheFamily (more on Facebook and Instagram)
Pamela was a teacher and has lived in four different continents, has 3
children and 9 grandchildren, met her husband on her first day at University
when she was 18, and is a follower of Jesus.
Pamela’s parents lost their faith during active service in the war so she
didn’t really grow up going to church. When she went to University she
came across compassionate Christians in the chaos of Freshers week and
started going along to the Christian Society. She bought a New English Bible
(which was a revelation after struggling to read the King James Bible at
school) and she read it avidly. She became a Christian and life was never the
same again! Following Jesus has shaped her life since, been the centre of her
family, and even led her and her husband, Nick, to spend three years in
China after they retired.

If you don’t have an account with Facebook or Instagram you can see what
we get up to by looking at the bottom of our homepage: www.sssw.org.uk

Senior Minister (Vicar) Chris Hobbs
Assistant Minister Andy Martin
Parish Office St Stephen’s Church,
Serpentine Road, Selly Park,
Birmingham B29 7HU, 0121 472 8253
jem.huggins@sssw.org.uk

www.sssw.org.uk
@ssswchurch
@ssswchurch

Sundays at St Stephens
10am service, family friendly with activities
for children (crèche – Y6)
4pm service, family friendly with activities
for children and young people (crèche – Y9)
Cross Section (Y10-13)
5.30-7.00pm, toasties included
6.30pm service, relaxed and informal.

This Week
Sun
2

Cross Section (Y10-13) 5.30-7.00pm,
toasties included.

Tue
4

Prayer Gathering. 9.30-11.15am
(crèche provided)

Day Centre (for older people)
10am-2.30pm
Prayer Gathering. 7.30pm for
refreshments, 8-9.30pm
Wed
5

Thu
6

Cross-Section Bible Study (Y10-13)
4.30-5.30pm
Explorers (Y2-6) 6.00 – 7.00pm
Club114 (Y7-9) 6.30 – 8.00pm

Looking Ahead
Dec
11

Carols with Samuel Thornhill Speak to
the Barrys or Samuel (01213541765) for
more information. RSVP essential.

Dec
12

Carols for the Business Community,
1-2pm & 5.45-6.45pm, St Philip’s
Cathedral. Flyers in the foyer.

Dec
13

Carol Singing at The Country Girl
8.00pm, speak to Andy Martin for more.
All-Age Carols, Sun 16 Dec, 10.00am

Traditional Carols, Sun 16 Dec, 6.30pm
______________________________
Hush in the Rush, Sun 23 Dec, 10.00am
Christmas Eve
Starlight Service (All Ages), 4.00pm
Midnight Communion, 11.30pm
Christmas Day Celebration
All Age with Holy Communion, 10.00am

News and Requests

Carol Singing at the Goose 8.00pm, contact
Andy Martin to find out more.

Christmas Books available at the Bookstall.
'Love Came Down at Christmas' is back in stock,
and some other children’s titles.

Stay and Play (baby and toddler
Group) 10.00-11.30am
Welcome Meal, 7.30pm. Join us if you
are new-ish at St Stephen’s. Please speak to
Chris or Helen Hobbs or the Parish Office

Church Family Christmas Cards. We’ll have a
Christmas Display board in the Cranmer Room,
why not write 1 card to the whole church family?

Fri
7

Christmas Adventure. 2.00-4.00pm.
£6 per family. This fun-filled
afternoon has bible stories, craft,
café, live animals & more! See Helen Buckley
for a ticket.
Sat
8

Contemporary Carols. 4.00pm at St
Stephen’s, with Mulled Wine and
Christmas Nibbles to follow.
included. There will be no 6.30pm service.
Sun
9

CAP. At Christmas we’ll give vouchers for
supermarkets to clients. If you’d like to give put
an envelope marked CAP in the gift box or see
Richard Phillips or Nicky Sammons.
The Homeless this winter. Instead of the
Churches Together Night Shelter we have
opportunities to help other organisations, if you
are interested in helping or donating to this work
email:
An International Christmas. Could you include
an international student in a Christmas activity,
eg. Tree decorating, mince pie making? Contact
Gina Davies at

