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Sunday 2 June
Welcome to our 10.00am Service

We will be staying together as a Church Family and continuing the story of Nehemiah
with ‘Job done?’ (Nehemiah 6).
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been a
Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a Welcome
Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a Welcome
Card – both are available in the foyer.
There is a Crèche for under 3’s in the Cranmer Room.
Sunday Club (age 3–Y6) will meet upstairs and will have holiday activities.
Question of the Week: What’s the biggest trouble for God’s people?

Refreshments are served in the Foyer after the service, please stay and join us.
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet.

OPENING PRAYER Helen Buckley
HYMN To God be the glory
CONFESSION
SONG How good it is to sing

TALK Helen Buckley
Job done?
SONG All through history
PRAYERS Rob and Tara Davies
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
NEWS
BIBLE READING
Ian Butler
Nehemiah 6:1-19 (page 489)

SONG God the uncreated one
CLOSING PRAYER
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Sunday 2nd June
Welcome to our 4.00pm Service

We will be staying together as a Church Family and continuing the story of Nehemiah
with ‘Job done?’ (Nehemiah 6).
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer.
There is a Crèche for under 3’s in the Church.
Cross Section (Y10-13) meet after the service in the Tyndale Room.
Question of the Week: What’s the biggest trouble for God’s people?

Refreshments are served in the Foyer before the service.
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet.

OPENING PRAYER Helen Buckley

TALK Helen Buckley
Job done?

HYMN To God be the glory
INSIGHTS, QUESTIONS AND TESTIMONY
CONFESSION
SONG All through history
SONG How good it is to sing
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
BIBLE READING Amy Walker
Nehemiah 6:1-19 (page 489)

PRAYERS Mark Checketts
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER
NEWS
SONG God the uncreated one
CLOSING PRAYER
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Sunday 2nd June
Welcome to our 6.30pm Service

We continue in the Gospel of Mark with ‘The enemy trembles’ (Mark 1:21-34).
You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer.

Refreshments are served in the Foyer after the service, please stay and join us.
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet.

OPENING PRAYER Chris Hobbs
HYMN I will sing the wondrous story
SONG In days of peace and days of rest
CONFESSION

NEWS
SONG Have you heard of a God of love?
BIBLE READINGS Paul Coley
Isaiah 61:1-11 (page 748)
Mark 1:21-34 (page 1002)

COLLECT
PRAYERS Martin Sherlaw
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER
SONG Who, O Lord, could save themselves?
HYMN When I fear my faith will fail
THE APOSTLES’ CREED

SERMON Chris Hobbs
The enemy trembles
SONG There is a Redeemer
CLOSING PRAYER

God’s Building Project
Job done?

Nehemiah 6

What I have learned
- to praise God for
- to confess to God
- to ask God for
Missed a sermon recently? Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources)

Mark: Long Live the King
The enemy trembles

Mark 1:21-34

1. In God’s kingdom there is no place for evil (verses 21-28)

2. In God’s kingdom there is no place for the effects of evil (verses 29-34)

What I have learned
- to praise God for
- to confess to God
- to ask God for
Missed a sermon recently? Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources)

Be who you want to be
Dear Friends,
Identity is one of the big questions of our time – if not the big question. There’s the search
for identity: Who am I? Then there’s the desire to create an identity. After all, nobody wants
to be a nobody – as Rocky put it in the film of the same name: “All I want do is go the
distance … [so I’ll know I’m not] just another bum from the neighbourhood.” And there’s
the assertion of identity: I have a right to be who I want to be – summed up by Elsa in the
film Frozen: “It’s time to see what I can do to test the limits and break through! No right, no
wrong, no rules for me, I’m free! Let it go! Let it go!”
Be who you want to be. It sounds liberating, but it’s actually incredibly stressful. How do I
choose from so many possible identities? How do I know if I’ve chosen well? What if I’m not
happy with the identity I’ve chosen? What then?
What a relief, by contrast, to accept the identity given to me by God himself. First, I am
made in the image of God (Genesis 1:26). Next, I am a child of God (John 1:12). That gives me
dignity, significance, security, purpose, hope. Perhaps this striving for identity is just one of
the latest ways in which we’re trying to do God’s job for him, when we’d be much better off
letting God be God. [With thanks to Rankin Wilbourne in his book Union with Christ].
Yours warmly, in Christ,
Chris Hobbs (Senior Minister/Vicar)

Jesus: Myth, Legend or History?
The Christian faith is based around the historical figure of Jesus
of Nazareth, but can we really know anything about him – his life,
his death, his resurrection?
Dr Peter Williams, Principal of Tyndale House, Cambridge, will
be speaking on Tues 4

th

June, 7 – 9.30pm at the ICC.

The evening includes a light buffet, a presentation and extended
time of Q&A with Dr Williams.

Senior Minister (Vicar) Chris Hobbs
Associate Minister Andy Martin
Parish Office St Stephen’s Church,
Serpentine Road, Selly Park,
Birmingham B29 7HU, 0121 472 8253
office@sssw.org.uk
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Sundays at St Stephens
10am service, family friendly with activities
for children (crèche – Y6)
3.45 for 4pm service, family friendly with
activities for children and young people
(crèche – Y9)
6.30pm service, relaxed and informal

This Week
Tue
4

Prayer Gathering: 9.30-11.15am
(crèche provided)

Rooted for students. 6.30-9.00pm at
St Wulstans, food included
Wed
5

Day Centre (for older people)
10am-2.30pm

Prayer Gathering: 7.30pm for
refreshments, 8-9.30pm. We will be praying
for St Agnes Moseley, students, the ‘Explore’
weekend and Marsabit (Kenya).
Thu
6

Fri
7
Sun
9

Cross Section Bible Study (Y10-13)
4.30-5.30pm
Explorers (Y2-6) 6.00 – 7.00pm
Club114 (Y7-9) 6.30 – 8.00pm.
Stay and Play baby and toddler
group 10.00-11.30am
Cross Section (Y10-13) 5.30-7.00pm,
toasties included.

Dads and Lads Weekend at the Gaines
would love more dads to bring along
their lads (ages 8-16). They’ll entertain
you, cook and clean for you and let you
get up to mischief; as well as spend quality time
with each other, some of which will be learning
from the Bible together! To book and for more
info, see: gaines.org.uk/events/dads-n-lads
Jun
7-9

Women’s book club are reading ‘Daring
to Hope’ by Katie Davis Majors, about
suffering, unanswered prayers and
trusting God throughout. Speak to
Elizabeth Barry or Chris Stonehouse.
Jun
10

Putting the Gospel First: Birmingham
Diocesan Evangelical Fellowship with
the Rt Revd David Urquhart at
Birmingham Cathedral, 10am.
Flyers in the Foyer.
Jun
22

Weekend Away 2019. ‘Running the
Race’, with Wallace and Lindsay Benn.
The weekend is now full, but if you still
want to sign up for the Saturday ‘Day Rate’
please do so TODAY.
Jun
28-30

Explore: A Skeptic’s Guide to Jesus.
Glen Scrivener will be joining us for a
long weekend to address questions like
“Just who is Jesus, Why is he Important,
What did he do?” Please save the dates and start
thinking about and praying for people to invite.
Jul
11-14

Looking Ahead
Jun
4

Church Family Picnic Lunch after the
10am service. ‘Bring and Share’ Picnic,
please bring enough for yourselves plus
extra for guests (food will be put out on
tables). Ice-cream will be provided for pudding,
but you are also welcome to bring your own!
Jun
9

Jesus: Myth, Legend or History?
Tickets now available on Chaplaincy
Plus website:

https://chaplaincyplus.org.uk/events/drpeter-williams. Use code SSSW1 to get
discounted tickets for £10.

News and Requests
Recorded talks from the ‘Unashamed’ Midland
Men’s Convention 2018 are now available to
listen to: www.sssw.org.uk/unashamed
including Glen Scrivener, Dan Strange, Dai
Hankey and Ben Putt.
Gas BBQ with gas bottle free, see Mike Jones.

