
You are very welcome - whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have been 
a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself to a 
Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then complete a 
Welcome Card – both are available in the foyer. 
 

There is Crèche for under 3’s in the Cranmer Room. 
 
Question of the week:  Who can be God’s true friend? 

 
Refreshments are served in the Foyer and from the hatch in the Cranmer Room after 
the service, please stay and join us. 
 
Toilets are in the foyer and upstairs; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet. 
 

OPENING PRAYER   Andy Martin 
 
HYMN   I stand amazed in the presence 
SONG   For God so loved the world    
 
BAPTISM OF POPPY KILLEN 
 
BIBLE READING   Rory Davies 
Isaiah 52:1-6 (page 739) 
 
SONG   Bless the Lord, O my soul 
 
TALK (PART ONE)   Helen Buckley 
What is God looking for? 
 

BIBLE READING   Margaret Twiss  
Romans 2:12-29 (page 1129) 
 
 
 
 

TALK (PART TWO)   Helen Buckley 
What is God looking for? 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
PRAYERS   Alice Johnston 
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
NEWS 
 
SONG   What gift of grace is Jesus my 
Redeemer 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 

Sunday 1st March 2020 

  making disciples of Jesus 

Welcome to our 10am Service 
This morning we especially welcome those who are here for the Baptism of 
Poppy Killen.  It is an All Age Service where we stay together in Church, and 
we will be continuing our studies in Paul’s letter to the Romans, hearing why 
everyone without exception needs to hear the gospel: ‘What is God looking 
for?’ (Romans 2:12-29). 
 

 



You are very welcome – whether you are looking into Christianity for the first time, have 
been a Christian for years or are looking for a church in Birmingham. Please help yourself 
to a Welcome Booklet, and if you would like us to contact you about our activities then 
complete a Welcome Card – both are available in the literature rack. 
 

 
Refreshments are served after the service, please stay and join us. 

 
 
Toilets are in the foyer; baby-changing facilities in the disabled toilet. 
 

 making disciples of Jesus 

 

NEWS 
 
SONG   O to see the dawn 
 
CONFESSION  
 
COMMUNION  
 
HYMN   Though the nations rage 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 

 

WELCOME   Andy Martin 
 
HYMN   Guide me, O, though great Redeemer   
SONG   You’re the lion of Judah 
 
BIBLE READINGS Christy Fung 
Isaiah 36:1, 37:1-38 (page 719) 
 
TALK  Chris Hobbs 
How to insult God 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
SONG   Take the world, but give me Jesus 
 
THE NICENE CREED 
 
PRAYERS Sue Fearon 
ending with THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Sunday 1st March 2020 

Welcome to our 6pm Service 
This evening we continue our studies in the book of Isaiah with ‘How to 
insult God’ (Isaiah 36:1, 37:1-38), and we will be sharing the Lord’s Supper. 



What have I learned… 
 

• to praise God for? 
 

• to confess to God? 
 

• to ask God for? 
 

Missed a sermon recently?  Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources) 

Sermon Notes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

What is God looking for? 
Isaiah 52:1-6 

Romans 2:12-29 
 



Sermon Notes 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

What I have learned? 
 

To praise God for 
 

To confess to God 
 

To ask God for 
 

Missed a sermon recently?  Visit www.sssw.org.uk (under Resources) 

How to insult God 
  Isaiah 36:1, 37:1-38  
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Dear Friends, 
 
Many of us have been following one of the ‘Six Steps’ courses in our Fellowship 
Groups, equipping us to serve others through prayerfully speaking God’s word to 
ourselves, to one another and to those who are not yet Christians.  This is now the 
sixth ‘Thought for the Week’ on this theme of being ‘equipped’, ‘ready’ or ‘prepared’ – 
and the last for the time being. 
 
There is one final “be prepared” I would like to comment on, which is Paul’s 
instruction to his younger friend Timothy: “Preach the Word; be prepared in season 
and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage…” (2 Timothy 4:2, NIV).  “Be 
prepared” here is literally “stand by” or “be on hand”, bringing to mind the image of a 
soldier on duty, ready for action at any time. 
 
We won’t all be in gospel ministry in the same way that Paul and Timothy were.  
However, there is still a constant need for the word to be preached (the word of the 
gospel): it must be preached “in season and out of season” – whether the preacher 
feels like preaching or not, and whether the hearers feel like hearing or not!  There is 
never a closed season for the gospel.  We have been learning from Romans that 
everyone needs to hear the gospel.  To this we might usefully add the word “always”: 
everyone always needs to hear the gospel.  It is our constant and universal need. 
 
Yours warmly, in Christ, 
Chris Hobbs (Senior Minister) 

Thought for the Week  Always be Prepared 

 
CHRISTIANITY 

EXPLORED   
is for anyone who'd like to 
investigate Christianity, or 

just brush up on the basics.  
We will be looking at Mark's 

Gospel and exploring who 
Jesus is, why he came, and 

what it means to follow Him. 

IT’S NOT TOO LATE! 
Continues Wednesday 

evenings, 8-9.30pm 
 at St Stephen’s Church,  

     Serpentine Road, B29 7HU 
 

         Contact the Parish Office 
to find out more;  

0121 472 8253, 
office@sssw.org.uk 



    

 

Sunday Services 
10am at St Stephen’s, family friendly with 
activities for children and young people 
(crèche-Year 9) 
6pm at St Wulstan’s, relaxed and informal. 
 

Today 
Cross Section (Year 10-13) meet from 4.30-
5.55pm at St Wulstan’s.  
 

This Week 
Rooted for students. 7-9pm at St 
Wulstan’s B29 7DU. 
 

Prayer Gatherings:  Tue 9.30 
(crèche provided) & Wed 7.30pm for 
refreshments, 8-9.30pm. We will be 

praying for Mike and Linnet Harvey, our 
church’s youth ministry, and how we grow 
the church further from the 10am service. 

Day Centre 10am including Service 
at 11.30. This is open to all. Lunch 
available on request at £3. 

Just for Starters’ continues, 8-9pm 
(refreshments from 7.45pm).  It’s not too 
late to join us! Seven foundational Bible 
studies.  For full details see flyer in foyer. 

Christianity Explored:  8-9.30pm at 
St Stephen’s Church, B29 7HU 
Cross Section Bible Study (Year 10-
13) meet at St Stephen’s 

from4.30pm  
Explorers (Year 2-5) from 6-7pm  
Pathfinders (Year 6-9) from 6-7.30pm 

Stay and Play 10-11.30am, baby and 
toddler group.  
World Day of Prayer: Weoley Hill 

United Reform Church, 10.30am. 
Praying with Zimbabwe “Rise! Take your Mat 
and Walk”. All are welcome. 

Growing Young Disciples: 9.15-
4.30pm, Cornerstone Church, NG7 
1FP. For more information go to 
www.mgpyouthandchildren.org or 

contact Parish Office. £15 per booking 
 

Wed 
4 

Thu 
5 

Prayer breakfast for Open Doors and 
the Persecuted Church. 8.30 - 9.30 am, 
Cranmer Room. Come and join us to 

pray! 
 

Looking Ahead 
Men’s Breakfast: 8-9.30. Who Died 
Why?  What did Jesus do when he 
died, and what does it mean for us? To 
book please sign up on ChurchSuite or 

contact office.  
Church Family Lunch, following the 
10am service (starting about 
12pm).  Please plan to join us for 
some good food and some good time 

together. 
Equipped to Serve Central: 8pm at St 
Stephens. An opportunity for us all to 
be better equipped to serve one 
another. We will be offering a number 

of different topics to choose from and we 
would love to see everyone involved in some 
way. More details to follow. 

Marriage Day: ‘A Day Together’  - a 
seminar for couples to invest in their 
relationship. St Stephen’s, 9.30-
4.45pm. Early Bird rate £30 per 

couple, from 6th March £35 per couple. 
Refreshments and sandwich lunch provided. 
For more information: 0121 472 8253/ 
office@sssw.org.uk Bookings at 
www.adaytogether.org 
 

News and Requests 
Easter Eggs from the Meaningful Chocolate 
Company will be on sale in the foyer after the 
morning service on 8th March. The Real Easter 
Egg includes a 24-page activity book which tells 
the real story of Easter. Each egg costs £3.99. 
 

CAP Easter eggs: Donations and support are 
welcomed for buying and organising Easter 
eggs and cards for CAP clients.  Contact Nicky 
Sammons if you can help. 
 

Wanted: great Christian books for a church 
family library. Are there any on your bookshelf 
that you could donate? Give to Elizabeth Barry 
if so. 
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